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November 1966 — ((old; frequent northerly winds

Weather was mainly cyclonic in character except on the and-3rd
when a ridge of high pressure extended from the Atlantic across the

British Isles to Scandinavia, on the gth-roth when an anticyclone was
of the

centred in our South-West Approaches, and over the north

country on the 20th and 21st

Fresh to strong north-casterly winds, associated with a large anti-
cyclone centred off north-west Scotland and a ridge extending over the
Norwegian Sea, brought wintry showers to most districts on the 1st,
but the 2nd and 3rd were sunny with moderating wind and well scattered
showers as the ridge moved slowly southwards over northern districts.
Overnight fog covering much of England south-east of a hine from
Durham to Dorset on the moming of the 4th, gave place to periods of
unusually heavy rain as a complex depression off western Ireland deep-
cned and moved southwards; falls exceeding 2 inches were reported
Troughs
and centres associated with the depression remained over southern
England maintaining generally dull wet weather until the 7th, but
sunny spells and southerly winds from low latitudes brought afternoon
temperatures in some parts of south-east England up to 16°C on the

from the west country, and there was widespread flooding,

7th, though much of the north-east remained dull with fog and drizzle.

The 8th was also foggy for much of the day in the Midlands, but
on the gth an anticyclone from the Atlantic approached our south-west
coasts bringing freshening north-westerly winds, a retum to below-normal
temperatures and sunny periods with well scattered showers, which were
of snow in the north. These conditions continued on the 1oth as the

anticyclone approached the Bay of Biscay.

The 11th-13th was generally dull and wet as fronts associated with

disturbances near Iceland moved eastwards across northern districts,

Southern England, however, remained dry on the 1ith, as the anti-
cyclone moved into northern France, and southerly winds on the western
flank of this anticyclone brought temperatures above average again

during this period, especially at night.

A sunny day with scattered showers in a north-westerly airstream

on the 14th was followed by stormy weather with gales in most areas
on the 15th and 16th as a depression near Iceland moved south-east

into the North Sea. Gusts of 68 knots were recorded in many western
districts on the 16th. As the depression moved away over the continent
winds began to subside but gales continued along the east coast on the

17th.

and north-casterhies on the 8th-z2nd. Gales were n pofted on 11 days
in Scotland and on 14 days in England and Wales,
on the 15th and 16th.

Temperature — Mean temperatures were mainly below  the 1 31-00
average although there were some milder spuells; one of these on the 7th
Sth was mainly confined to south-vast England, but others, on the 11th-
15th, and 20th-28th, were more general

Extremes included ! (England and Wales) 17 8°C at Eastwick Lodg
oa the 7th, —-7.2°C at Kiclder Castle and Corbridge on the »ith
(Scotland) 12.8°C at Faskally on the 7th and at Dunbar on the 12th,
~11.7°C at Balmoral on the 1i1th; (Northern Ireland) 12.2°C at several
stations on the 11th-13th, 25th and 26th, - 7.58°C at Knockmany Forest
on the 23rd. -

Rainfall — In England and Wales rammfall was mainly below the
1916-50 average except in the castern hall of the West Riding of York-
shire, of Lincolnshire and of Kent, and over Norfolk, Suffolk, North
Wales and in a belt extending northwards from the Somerset-Wiltshire
border to Cheshire. It ranged from 50 per cent of the average locally in
Oxfordshire to 150 per cent of the average in the extreme east of Kent,
In Scotland rainfall was mainly below the average south of a line from
Dyce to Fort William, and in western coastal districts south of Fort
Willam. It was more than twice the average in parts of Inverness.shire.

T'hander was heard on 7 days in Scotland and on 11 days in England
and Wales; thunderstorms were fairly widespread on the 15th.

Sleet or snow was reported on 18 days, ground being snow-covered
in parts of the Midlands and north-cast England on the zgth when it
lay to a depth of 1 inch in places. In Scotland snow was widespread
during the last four days of the month.

Sunshine — Sunshine was below the 1931-60 average over much
of central and northern Scotland with deficits of more than 15 hours
around the inner Moray Firth, Elsewhere in Scotland sunshine was
above the average with excesses of around 25 hours locally in the west
and south. In England and Wales sunshine was generally greater in the
west than in the cast, though some north-facing coasts in the west had
large dehcits, Percentages ranged from :53 at Cannington to 59 at
Colwyn Bay.

Fog — Fog at ghr was observed at one place or another on 6 days
in Scotland, and on 19 days, mainly during the first two and fourth
weeks, in England and Wales. Fog persisted throughout the 7th and

and were widespread

On the 18th pressure rose over Scandinavia, and from then until
the 23rd north-easterly winds maintained below average temperatures
with scattered showers and sunny periods in most districts, except in
east and south east England where there were periods of more contin-
uous rain due to minor disturbances over western Germany or the

southern North Sea.
With clearing skies after rain earlier on the 23rd, freezing fog formed

8th over much of the Midlands and south-east England and there was
widespread freezing fog in the south-east on the 24th.

Miscellaneous Phenomena — The aurora was visible in Scotland on
i nghts
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were mainly north-westerly, apart from south-westerlies on the r1th-13th
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