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Mostly warm, but dull, very wet and windy

January starled with a ridge over south-eastern Britain.
A cold front approached the north-west on the 1st,
retuming northwards on the 2nd. By the 3rd, the ridge
was declining and a deep Icelandic low carmied fronts
across Scotland and Northem lreland. The fronts had
cleared by midday on the 4th, but further systems were
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By midnight, an exceptionally deep low off Northem
Ireland was pushing fronts across the country, this theme
continued over the next two days as the low ftracked
north-eastwards. Another depression raced across central
areas on the 13th, clearing by 1800, follomdmﬂ'reum
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England on the 28th. On the 29th, a front moved south-
westwards to affect eastern Britain, whilst a cold front
affected Scotiand. By the 30th, a Scandinavian high had
moved to central Europe, and another high was building in
the Atlantic. A slow-moving front over central parls was
the boundary between the highs.

Weather
it was an extremely unseitied month, one of the

stormiest ever in Scotland, which was attacked by twenty
depressions. Afler a cold foggy start in England and
Wales, wmbmnemdslumedumu

pressure of 914 mb, believed 1o be the lowest this
Snwwﬁmmbmumtrwﬁm

rose. Thunder was heard around western Scottish coasts
on the 11th, 12th, 14th, 15th and 17th, at Tiree on the
20th and 21st, and over Ulster and western Scotland on

the 22nd
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Wind

Gusts to 70 knots or higher were reporied from Scotiand
every day up lo the 25th. On the Sth, south-westerly gales
drove the oil-tanker Braer onto rocks in the Shetlands,
and subsequent gales destroyed the vessel, causing
widespread poliution. On the 10th, high fides and gales
caused senous flooding and the death of a canceist in
Strathclyde Region. Severe gales hit England and Wales
that day and the 13th, causing many fallen trees and
power losses. The 13th claimed six lives - two in a plane
crash in Cumbna, one drowning off The Scillies, one
following an accident in Northumberland, and two in an
accident in Surrey. Six people ded on the 15th in
accidents in Cumbra, Shropshire, Oxfordshire and
Edinburgh. Power lines were brought down in the
Highlands on the 18th, and exlensive property damage
occurred in north Wales and County Durham. On the 17th
and 21st, gusts of 125 and 147 knots respectively were
recorded at Cairgorm summit, the latter almost a Bntish
record. That day, the gusts of 77 and 72 knots at Glasgow
and Edinburgh Airports respectively were the highest for
Zﬁm causing three deaths. On the 24th, a man died

Slwopdm Merseyside, the Isle of Wight and Yoricshire.
An 82 knot gust was recorded at Leeds Weather Cenlre,

and many of these areas had had their second successive

Much of England and Wales was over
average, with the greatest anomaly of30
average recorded at three stations - mm
Dorset, Marborough, Wiltshire and Neltiecombe,
Somersel. Scotland was generally 1 to 2 ° above
average, but Cape Wrath, Highland Region, was 04 ©
below average. The highest lemperature was 152 ° C a
Boulmer, Northumberiand, on the 16th, whilst the lowest
was -11.0 °C at Moel Cynydd, Powys, on the 3rd, and at
Wiittle, Essex, on the 11th.

Rainfall

Much of England and Wales had above average ranfall,
whilst parts of Scolland had over twice, and in some
cases, three times the average. The highest percentage
was 324% of average at Strathallan School, Tayside
Region, whilst the lowest was 64% of average at
L'Ancresse, Guernsey. The highest daily total was 87 mm
at Cwmystwyth, Dyfed, on the 26th, and other significant
falls were 74 mm at Kinlochewe, Highland Region, on the
16th, and 66 mm al Tyndrum, Central Region, on the 14th
and the 21st. Glasgow had its wetles! January for 65
years, and stations as distant as Leuchars and Stormoway
reported records. On the 10th, torrential rain , gales and
high tides led to senous flooding al many southem
resorts. Flooding also occurred in Merseyside, Cumbria,
Lancashire, Surrey, Berkshire and parts of Wales. Heavy
rain plus snowmelt on the 17th led to Perth’s highest flood
since 1814, large areas of Tayside and also Fife and
Central Regions were flooded.
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Snow

Snow fell in eastemn Scotiand on the 3rd, and a band of
rain, sleet and snow moved eastwards over Britain on the
4th, with some 30 cm reported from parts of the Pennines.
Snow and hail showers affected Scotiand on the 8th and
9th, and biustery wintry showers were widespread in
Northem Ireland and Scotland on the 10th, bringing
power cables down in Lothian Region. The 11th was one
of the most winlry days in Scotland for twenty years.
Heavy wintry showers brought severe conditions to
blocked, marooning drivers, rail travel was impossile,
and there were similar problems in Northem Ireland. This
weather laler moved southwards to affect the Pennines,
and biizzard conditions continued info the 12th. By then,
40 cm of snow were lying in places, and snow was
reported as far south as the Cotswolds and Chillems.

Emm,mmmmmlesm
mm,mmmm Paiches formed in the
Scottish Highlands on the 29th, as they did in a few other
places. Dense fog affected the south-west, parts of the
West Midands and the north early on the 30th, and also

the Suffolk coast that evening, spreading to Norfolk on the
3ist

Miscellaneous phenomena

Mmrwbdatcw Avon, on the
12th, and Kirton, Lincolnshire, on the 13th.
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