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Windy and very mild. 

Throughout the month fronts repeatedly 
United Kingdom from the Atlantic.

crossed the 

However, for most of the first three weeks 


and again during the last few days, pressure 

high immediately to the southwas unusually 

frontal 


or south-west of the country and 


activity was sometimes very weak, especially 

districts.in southern and eastern 

Weather 

Exceptionally mild, windy weather predominated. 
frequentlyShowers or periods of rain occurred 


hail

and there were scattered outbreaks 	 of and 

thunder but amounts of rainfall were often 
districts. Snow

small in eastern and southern 

drizzle) fell 


or sleet (snow mixed with rain or at 

in Scotland over high groundtimes, chiefly and 
England North Wales. Fog oftenin northern 	 and 

ý:....:..... 	 kink ---A-ý - --- --ý districts. 	 and high-A 	 groundenshrouded coastal 
in the west but it was too windy for fog to occur 

inland on lower ground on more than one or 

two nights 

Wind 

Frequent fresh or strong winds blew mostly 

Gales 
 werefrom a southerly or westerly point. 

at times
often reported and occurred widely 


but Northern Ireland, western and northern 

districts
Scotland and northern and western 

of England and Wales were the most affected. 

On 	 the 11 th, thundery squallsthe morning of 
of a shallowaccompanied the rapid passage 


England Wales
depression across 	 andwave 
60 kt or more in a num-and there were gusts of 


78 kt Kew (Greater
ber of places; a gust of at 


the highest wind
London) was probably 

began in
there 	 recordsspeed recorded since 


in Press
1871. On the 	 day reports thesame 
London /Heathrow Air-

spoke of an incident at 

lifted by
large aircraft was 	 aport in which one 


fierce blown
particularly gust and was into 


Gales

another which was parked nearby. 	 on 


high
17th 	 and overthe were severe on coasts 

driving
madeground and strong cross-winds 

hazardous on the more exposed sections 	 of 

Several 	 in East Anglia weremotorways. roads 
blocked by fallen trees. Among noteworthy gusts 

during the last weekof 70 kt or more recorded 
74 kt Lizard (Cornwall) on thethewas one of at 


South Gare near
27th and one of 83 kt at 

28th;
Middlesbrough (Cleveland) on the the 


the 

mean hourly 	 wind speed at the time of lat-

56 kt. On the 29th Eskdalemuirter gust was 

83 kt.
(Dumfriesshire) had a gust of 

Temperature 

Monthly 	 temperatures were as much as mean 
districts, but2 to 4 degC above average in most 

Scotland,westernin parts of northern and 
Wales and south-westernsouth-western 

from 0 to 2 degC aboveEngland they ranged 
December 1974 con-The 	 ofaverage. warmth 

October
trasted strikingly with the cold of 	 1974 

England 	 Wales as a 
so much so that over 	 and 

whole the mean temperatures for the two 
Taking England,thealmost 	 same.months were 

Northern Ireland together, this wasWales and 
December since 1934;

probably the 	 mildest 
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plant growth hardly ever ceased and in many Snow 


places roses were still blooming over Christmas. 

Falls of snow or sleet were mostly confined toGenerally, the mildest weather of the month Scotlandnorthern 	 and to high ground in central 

was 	 experienced during the first week and 
Scotland, 	 England20th 	 During and southern northern andagain from the to 31st. the latter 


North Wales. The snow did not lie for long 
 ex-period a number of widely separated stations 
cept at times during the second and third weekshad 	 15°C On 23rdmaxima of or more. the the 
when there were some prolonged falls. Depths

temperature reached 15.8°C at Inverpolly (Ross 

10 


and Cromarty) and on the 28th Elmstone (Kent) 	 of 5 to cm of undrifted snow were measured 
at places on lower ground and 10 to 20 cm orhad 	 16.2°C. On daya maximum of the same 
more accumulated on some of the higher

the temperature rose to 15.2°C at Edgbaston, 
slopes and persisted for a few days. On the 11 thBirmingham, the highest December tempera-

an undrifted depth of 27 cm was recorded at
ture measured there since records began in 

The Leadhills (Lanarkshire) (387 m). Strong or gale-1885. middle part of the month 	 a littlewas force winds caused drifting at times and there
colder and frosts occurred widely in Scotland 

Presswere reports in the of snowdrifts suffi-

ciently deep to block several mountain roads in 
Rainfall (including melted snow) Scotland the 17th.on 

Monthly rainfall totals were above average 
 Sunshine
in parts of north-western and south-western 

England 
 and in most of Northern Ireland, Wales In Northern Ireland and in most western 
and Scotland. In the north-western Highlands districts of Great Britain sunshine totals ranged 
some stations had more than twice their nor- from 60 to 80 per cent of average. However, a 
mal rainfall for the month. Elsewhere it few stations in the Scottish Highlands, inwas cen-

drierdrier inin
thanthan averageaverage andand smallsmall areasareas ofof eastteastern tral Wales and also in south-western England 

Scotland,Scotland, 
 easterneastern andand southernsouthern EnglandEngland had 50 less 	 Byandand per cent or of average. contrast, 

thethe MidlandsMidlands lessless halfhalf England
rainfallrainfall waswas thanthan ofof eastern and central districts of and 

ShowersShowersaverage.average. oror periodsperiods ofof 	 Scotlandrainrain occurredoccurred were sunnier than normal particularly

frequentlyfrequently butbut
throughoutthroughout thethe monthmonth amount!amounts in a small area in the Midlands and also at a 

ofof rainrain werewere oftenoften smallsmall inin easterneastern andand south-south few stations on eastern coasts sunshine
where 


districts.districts. SomeSome
ernern ofof thethe showersshowers werewere ofof totals were 150 per cent or more of average. 
hailhail andand therethere werewere scatteredscattered thunderstormsthunderstorms Stonehaven (Kincardineshire) had 78 hours of 

fewfewonon aa days.days. OnOn thethe 1111 thth threethree peoplepeople werewere sunshine which represents 176 per cent of 

havehave beenbeen of likely
reportedreported toto injuredinjured whenwhen thethe roofroof c 	 average and it is that this total thewas 


aa househouse inin RamsgateRamsgate (Kent)(Kent) collapsedcollapsed afterafter highest recorded at Stonehaven in any Decem-

beingbeing byby lightning.lightning. PartsParts
struckstruck ofof northernnorthern ber since 1931. 

ScotlandScotland hadhad heavyheavy rainfallrainfall towardstowards thethe c
endend of 


firstfirst butbut
thethe weekweek thethe wettestwettest periodsperiods inin Scot-Scot- Fog 

landland asas aa wholewhole and,and, indeed,indeed, inin mostmost ofof of
thethe other Short-lived 	 fog developeddistrictsdistricts ofof thethe UnitedUnited Kingdom,Kingdom, occurredoccurred dur-dur- patches of inland on 


inging halfhalf 
lower ground on one or two nights, but hill fog
thethe secondsecond ofof thethe month.month. AmongAmong thethe 
and coastal fog occurred much often,more 	 es-largerlarger fallsfalls recordedrecorded inin aa 'rainfall'rainfall day'day' (the(the 24-24-

pecially in western districts Scotland, Wales
hourhour fromfrom 0909 GMTGMT 	 datedateperiodperiod onon thethe stated)stated) 	 of 

England. The hill fogand 	 was occasionally
werewere 74.474.4 mmmm atat CamusroryCamusrory (Inverness-shir((Inverness-shire) 


more widespread in heavier precipitation.
onon thethe 6th,6th, mmmm atat 	 WenWen FiltersFilters (Mb83.883.8 LluestLluest (Mid 

Glamorgan)Glamorgan) thethe 21st,21st, 77.177.1 TheThe Nool
Nook,onon 	 mmmm atat Miscellaneous Phenomena

ThirlmereThirlmere (Cumbria)(Cumbria) ChristmasChristmas DayDay andand 9'92.1
onon , 

mm at Honister House, Borrowdale (Cumbria) The Aurora was observed in Scotland on 11 


on the 28th. 	 nights. 

Table II DistrictDistrict valuesvalues 

air temperature °C 	 mean 
30 cm 	 rain- Sun-

days rainfallearth shineDistrict 
Highest Lowest max min, mean temp 'C 

Max " Min. ' difference from average 	 % of average 

0Scotland N 140 	 -13 +08 -11 209 69--46 	 -05 "5 

1 Scotland E 	 14.0 -2.2 -21 +22 -14 122 129-26 	 +2 

2 England E& NE 142 5 	 +33 +31 +3.2 -13 81 128-2 	 -1 

3 East Anglia 	 158 -0.7 +3.2 -36 +3.4 -17 -4 59 105 

4 Midland Counties 15.7 	 74 125+36 	 +37-19 	 +37 +16 -1 

5 England SE & Central S 155 5 	 -2 7 -34 -31 -17 67 107-1 -3 

6 Scotland W 129 -25 "1 1 154 82
-21 -28 	 -9-32 

7 EnglandNW&WalesN 142 111 73


-2.5 +26 +33 +30 "16 "6 

8 England SW & Wales S 148 0.7 	 88 83+24 "34 -29 	 "15 "2 

N Ireland 13.6 	 97 80-2.3 "24 "24 "07 "5 

Scotland 140 	 +19 +19 "19 "10 "5 162 93-46 

England & Wales 4
15.8 5 	 -32 6 80 103+30 "3 	 "1 0-2 

Stations'Highest maximum and lowest minimum of District Value 
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