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October 1965 — Exceptionally dry in England and Wales

The Weather was predominantly anticyclonic in charac:ju:r.

The cool unsettled weather of September mnttnued into 'the c.'_uly
days of October, a small depression over Fentrjll England giving wide-
‘F'_d and locally heavy rain (some places in Wales recorded more than
3 inch) on the 1st. The rain continued in the west on 2nd andﬁjrd as
oy ) o became absorbed into the circulation of another vigorous
_mﬁ. Wo':uving south-eastwards from off the west of Ireland to the
Bay of Biscay. |

| i re brought 10 hours of sunshine to parts of
Mﬁﬁnﬁnﬁu;e 4thgand the sth, and thereafter fnr' t_he
. : & a complex low Presgure area to the “*E‘Slt of the British
e mmhhmﬁed a warm south-eastcriy airstream which had become
mhhed over most of England. Afternoon te m}x-rautrﬁ reached 23°C

| l-: ! far apart as St. Mawgan, I'illld-_.nha_ll :md Manchester on the
o1 :;am widespread that night with visibility down to 5 yards
¥ Fﬂq eastern England. The fog was most extensive on the.ﬁth
Mm:::h of the east coast from Caithness to Lincolnshire remained
cool foggy all day.
ml;:.ﬂmo 7th an }i’ntansifying anticyclone near Icgland moved south-
. '_ is and the next day freshening easterly winds brought much

e . g occasional drizzle to south-east
oler weather to all districts and al 2z
s Mg anticyclone remained centred near the north of Scotland

England. The + here was dry and sunn

R and weather everywhere was dry Y
mm S w;:od:tyinrma]. By the 1:1th cloud from the North Sea
with temperatures and this cloud extended over much

affected many north-eastern districts,

S th.
of the country on the 12th and 13 | :
&.- | th the anticyclone had moved eastwards into h.umpu.as a
w e ched Iceland and the next day an associated

w d@r:i;“ﬁ:nt brought a belt of rain across the country. This
m ly a temporary break in the dry weather as after a
mtﬂ he'ﬂn}' rthwesterly airstream behind the cold front on the
showery day in & “lﬂy rose again as an anticyclone from the Atlantic

o BN e
S the British Isles.

S : itred over southern England on the 16th
'ﬂﬁsnﬂ anﬂq;];:: :;i:;l slowly eastwards into Europe but the
and 17th and thﬂ. od under its influence until the 25th and many
m !ﬂﬂ mnumble rain until after that date. Afternoon tempera-
stations had no m::.:rrage in many places towards the end of the period
tares rose .iljbﬂvcl snells of sunshine, particularly on the south-east
and thel‘e were t'_:ngd f:eragt‘d 8 hours of sunshine per day between the
mm Soul.;“al air frost and fog developed at night especially on
ﬂ.ﬁd zjth rd when some parts of the Midlands stayed cold and
. temperature at Gatwick fell to —4°C early on the
a:’g i&:a;l:lf w{]rﬂghirr and Oxfordshire 1t failed to rise above
o "

7°C all day. nd on the night of the 26th/ 27th

ht to an ¢ .
The fine EPB-“ was broug associated with a deep depression

o 2 ing cold front, +
rain on a slow-moving Scotland. The rain was heavy in some western

__Mﬂd. spread ﬂf;’l"j reached most other districts that night. On
on ﬂii depression on the cold front deepened as it reached
% | :ndw:ri:d :ie to gale force in many distncts, Rain was heavy
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| place to showers which were only scattered
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on the 2gth. The month ended wet and stormy as deep depressions skirted
the north coast of Scotland. Wind reached 80 kt in gusts on the 31st
and many places in western Scotland recorded more than 2 inches of rain.

Pressure and Wind — Mean pressure was everywhere above the
1921-60 average the excess at g hr ranging from +7.2 mb at Lerwick
Observatory to +2.6 mb at St. Mary's, Scilly. Surface winds, mainly
betwcen south and south-east at first became generally easterly on the
8th-13th and then rather variable and mainly light until the 18th apart
from northwesterlies on the 15th. From the 19th to the 26th winds were
mainly south to south-cast but were west to south-west during the last
few days of the month. Winds reached gale force on 11 days in Scotland
and on the 1st, oth, 1oth and 28th-31st (7 days) in England and Wales.

Gales were widespread on the 31st. A gust of 82 kt was recorded at
Lerwick on the 28th and one of 80 kt at Kirkwall on the 31st.

Temperature — Day temperatures were highest during the first
week, being as much as 7°-8°C above the average in some places on the
5th-7th. They were also above the average (about 4°C) during the fourth
week of the month. Ground frost was prevalent during the third week

and air frost was recorded at many places on the 17th, 18th and
22nd-24th.

Extremes included: (England and Wales) 26.1°C at Hampton on
the 7th, -3.8°C at Gatwick on the 23rd; (Scotland) 22.2°C at Cape
Wrath on the 22nd and at Mertoun on the 5th, —8.8°C at Happendon
Station on the 24th; (Northern Ireland) 18.9°C at Lisnafillan on the 6th
and at Reagh Island on the sth: - 2.2°C at Somerset Forest on the 18th.

Rainfall — It was an exceptionally dry month in many places:
in England and Wales it was the driest October since 1809 apart from
1947. Rainfall was less than 25 per cent of the average over most of
the country south-east of a line from the Severn to the Humber and
below 15 per cent in parts of Devon and north-west England but
exceeded 100 per cent near Carlisle. Western and central Scotland had
near or above average rainfall but in north-west Scotland rainfall was
only 50 per cent of the average.

Sleet or snow showers were reported in Scotland on the 28th-31st.

Thunder was heard in Scotland on the 28th-31st (4 days) and in
England and Wales on the 1st, 7th, 15th and 30th.

Sunshine — In England and Wales sunshine was mainly above the
average in the south-east and north-west; percentages ranged from 173
near Aberystwyth to 75 at Newport (Shropshire) and at Watnall. In
Scotland it was above the average in the north and at a few places in
the south and south-west but was below the average elsewhere. Af
Gordon Castle it was the sunniest October since 1920.

Fog — In Scotland fog was reported at ¢ hr in one place or another
on 22 days and in England and Wales (except for high level stations)
it occurred daily until the 27th apart from the oth-1:1th and 15th. Fog
was dense and persisted throughout the day in parts of the Midlands on
the 6th, 22nd and 23rd.

Miscellaneous Phenomena — The aurora was visible in Scotland on
f nightS.
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