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December 	 dull foggy1958-Changeable; mainly and wet with 	 periods 

The foggy 	 late November duringanticyclonic weather of continued the 

first December, but for ofweek of most the second week weather was 
From 13th 17th Britishunsettled with westerly winds. to winds over the 

light low, but duringIsles 	 and variable and pressure exceptionallywere 

five days deep depression Ireland brought
the next a off mild southerly 

districts. Subsequently, foggyto most 	 after a short quiet periodwinds 
Christmas day,

which lasted until 	 the month ended with nearly a week of 
fresh westerly winds and mild unsettled weather. 

British Isles,The month 	 opened with an anticyclone centred over the 

on the eastern side of a marked upper ridge extending from the Azores to 
There low Portugal. TheSpitzbergen. was a cold off anticyclone gave 
for fog being widespread during the first four days,

quiet weather a week, 
England fogin and eastern 	 where thick persisted all day

especially central 
4th. There improvement 5th but fog

on the 3rd 	 and was some on the the 

became fairly widespread again on the night of the 6th/7th. ' 
depression to ScotlandOn the 7th/8th a moved eastwards the north of 


front On 8th
its 	 cold crossed the country. the there wereand associated 
local hailfrequent showers with and thunder in the northwesterly air-

front. Subsequently the depression furtherbehind the 	 track wasstream 
England 9th/10thlows moving east-south-east across 	 on and againsouth, 

These brought had10th/11th. 	 more general rain, and some areas snow.on 
deep depression Iceland itsBy 12th a 	 was centred south of and asso-the 

heavy infronts crossed all areas giving moderate or 	 rain manyciated 

districts; in western Scotland several places had more than 1 in. in 24 hours. 


10th 	 flow had becomeHowever, by the the upper 	 zonal over the 
50°N.Atlantic but the westerly flow was mainly to the south of and the 

the 12th did alter this. By 13thdeep depression of not the slow-moving 
British Islesdepressions were established over the with centres over 

These lows, deep, intenseIreland and England. cold whilst were not and 
lasted the 18th: light

this type of situation until winds were mainly and 

there were outbreaks of rain and snow. The rain heavy locally, par-was 
14th in Scotlandthe eastern 	 where many places recordedticularly on 

Strathyre, Perthshire, had 3.51 in. day. Snow1 in.; 	 on that andthanmore 
to the North 	 Midlands but fell farmainly confined and 	 as southsleet was 

Sussex the 13th. Fog was from 15th to 17th,Kent and on 	 widespreadas 
England 16th:being thick 	 all day over much of southern on the at many 

this was weather similar to that experienced in the opening days ofplaces 
but then pressure was some 50 mb. higher.

the month, 

18th-22nd deep depression
During the period a and vigorous moved 
Approaches Irelandfrom South-west 	 along the west coast of to ourour 


This brought
North-west Approaches. milder air, temperatures reaching 
fifties 20th. Windsat one or two places on the 	 reached galethe middle 

19th 20th belt heavy inforce locally on the and and a of rain which was 

There local"thunder-


moved northwards across the country. 	 wereplaces, 

storms. 

(1 8th-22nd) flow Atlantic
During this same period 	 the upper over the 

had become meridional and by the 21st upper troughs were situated at 
15°W. the 	 North America,and near eastern seaboard of 	 with aabout 


The flow
intervening 	 upper ridge. strong south-westerly on thestrong 

Labrador low
side of the 	 upper extended steadily east-north-southern 


low formed in 
a cut-off was 	 the southern part of the easterneast and 
Pressure British IslesAtlantic upper trough. rose generally over the 


from 23rd 25th.
becoming uniform over much of the country 	 to The 

foggy began in 	 22nd.a 	 spell, which some places on theresult was quiet 

Fog was thick day and night in many areas from 23rd to 25th, and dense 
locally. However, the westerlies extended over the country on the 26th 

and from then until the end of the month weather was mild with rain at 
times. Winds reached gale force in Scotland and northern England from 
27th to 30th and in S. E. England on 31st. 

Pressure Mean belowand wind. pressure was considerably average 
everywhere, the deficit at 9 h. ranging from 5.6 at Lerwick tomb. 
11.0 	 mb. at Scilly. On the 1st the 1000-500 mb. thickness (about 5640m. ) to 

Scotlandthe north of was unusually high for the time of year. There were 
duringthree periods which winds were mainly light and variable ; the ist-

7th, 13th-17th 23rd-25th. At betweenand other times winds were mainly 
forwest and south-west except a period of generally southerly winds on 

18th-22nd. A 75 kt. Benbecula 28thgust of was recorded at on the and 
72 kt. Tiree 29th.one of at on the 

Temperature. Mean 0.4°F. 1921-50temperature was above the average 
in England and Wales and 0.9°F. 1.2°F. below in Scotlandand average 
and Northern Ireland The daysrespectively. 	 warmest were generally 

around the 	 20th and towards the end of the month, the coldest nights 
7th 14th.around the and 

Extreme temperatures included: (England Wales) 58°F. Pooleand at 
the 27th, 17°F. Moor House 10th; (Scotland) 54°F. Glen-on at on the at 

branter the 20th Largs Colmonell 28th, 8°F.on and at and on the at 
Kincraig on the 14th; (Northern Ireland) 55°F. at Kilkeel on the 27th, 
24°F. Ballykelly 14th.at on the 

Precipitation. The general precipitation expressed as a percentage of the 
1916-50 119 England Wales, 112 Scotlandaverage was over and over and 
113 Northern Ireland. Less fell Wales,over than the average over most of 

England Scotland 150north-west and western while more than per cent. 
the in Midlands, East Anglianof average was recorded the east on the 

districts from Northumberlandcoast and over many eastern coastal to 
Aberdeen. Twice in East Lothianthe 	 Kinross-average was exceeded and 
shire. 

Thunder heard 10 days in Scotland 9 days (8th-10th, 12th-was on and 
14th, 15th, 20th 29th) in England Wales. Thunderstormsand and were 
fairly widespread in southern and western districts on the 13th and in the 
Midlands England the 29th.and northern on 

Snow. In Scotland falls inthere were moderate of snow the second week 
and it lay several inches deep in hilly inland districts. Lighter falls oc-
curred during the last the In England Walesweek of month. and snow or 

fell from 6th 18th fairly frequentsleet at 	 one place or another to and was 
from 9th 	 14th. Ground in Eastto was snow-covered parts of Anglia on the 
10th, in Midlands I1th-16th.and parts of the on 

Sunshine. The general sunshine expressed as a percentage of the 1921-
50 average was 75 in England and Wales, 105 in Scotland 94 inand 
Northern Ireland. In England localsouth-east the percentage of the 

average varied from 21 at South Farnborough to 110 at Margate. 

Fog. In Scotland fog 	 dayoccurred at one place or another on every except 
the 11th, the highest frequency for 25 In England Walesyears. and there 
were three separate periods during which thick or dense fog persisted 
throughout the day the first from 15th to 17th from 22nd toweek, 	 and-
25th. 

Miscellaneous Phenomena. In Scotland 	 22the aurora was visible on 
nights. 
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