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A Cold Month, 	 with some Snow, but little Rain. 


The year 1Ii olx"nol with a loo9 spell of cold weather which lasted until 	 Sunshine. Then were m; uic . unnv days during the month and in -
nearly the end of April. It closed with four weeks of like severity. but it most districts tlur average duration of sunshine was well above the normal. 

may be noted that this cold spell was not to last without interruption be. vond 	 In England S. W. the daily mean was 2.1 hr. compared with a normal for 
Januar}- 141x. 	 December 1-4 hr. The figures for England S. E.the third week of 	 of corresponding were 

2.1 hr. 1.4 hr. Weymouth. Bournemouth. 	 St. Leopards hadand and each 
the 3.0 hr. Re, hours the Routhaverage "ords of seven or over were made on 

from the Isle Wight St. Leonards 2nd ;The follo-ing notes are typical of the remarks of observers in various coast of to on the and again on the 

parts of the country : -
3rd. At many stations the total for the month was the highest ever measured 
in December. In the following list the hoursof such places number of 
is installed 

Tenburi/, Il oreextrrr/ire. driest December 	 given with the date at which the sunshine-recorder was : -xiuct" 	 : md the-The Cambridge, 63,181,41: Rothamsted, 711,1891: Brightofi, 88,19110: St. Leopards.
190$.coldest since 93.1881 Eastbourne. 8.5.1881 Bournemouth. 94.1904: Totland Bay. 78,: : 

1110 Surrey. good and seasonable month 19111 Ventnor, S0. I88; ) : Cullontpton, 73,1881 Plymouth, 88,1881. Onvery 	 : ;. 	 -A . hand, Whitworth Park. Manchester.the other at the total for the month was 
{ll�nx Green. Vorthurnberland. roots before-The were under co%vr only 4 hr. At Kew I )loervatory, Richmond, which may represent London, 

frost becamethe severe. 	 the :4 hr., than Decembermonth, with was more sunny any since 1880, 

except 1886, the total was 72 hr. The dullest December Richmondwhen 	 atVorfo1L. 	 littlehenninghall, the whole a cold wintry month with 	 the-On was in 18911, when only 11.3 hr. was recorded during whole month. 
rain and moderate winds. 

C', r, ülora, r, (o. Clare. -Weather very variable throughout the month. 
Unusually dry after the first week. Rain nearly three inelu. Rain and Snow. -The total preeipitatiou for the month was well 

below inbelow the December average. the normal all parts of the country, with the exception of the 
Shetlands. Notable deficiencies Ross, in Hereford,occurred at with 14mm., 

the lbmm., Ilfracombe 13mm..compared with normal and at with compared
Haverfordwest it driest December

for December 135 is with the normal 1I8mm. At was the 

Pressure. -The map of the mean pressure on page during The low figures for day
55 years. 	 the wettest of the month are alsothan is 	 the distribution ona better representation often the case of typical 	

remarkable : 3mm. is given for Cambridge, Rothatnsted and Wokingham.
days. Pressure 	 high West Ireland lowindividual 	 was generally to the of and Falls in but 	 however.of snow, many cases alight showers, were numerousBritish Isles 	 from the Northin Scandinavia, and the air supply of the came 

At beginning November 
At Sheffield and at Darwen snow was reported on nine days. At Perth thelastNorth-West. the of the month the of the 

or 
L 123 Track A 135) storm on the 19th was exceptionally severe, the snowfall being 1. cm., and 

depressions (Track on page and 	 on page was centered 
many telephone broken down. In 	 the Kingdom

far Holyhead. 	 wires were many parts of 
the Norwegian coast and there were gales as south asoff 	 snow lying the high for half thedeal was on ground 	 month. 

After these subsided there was comparatively quiet weather with a good 

day frosts On depression
by and sharp 	 at night. the Kth a smallof sunshine 


Scandinavian Low developed in South
(Track D). secondary to a 	 the of Temperature. was well below the normal in all districts,.
Between 	 -Temperature

England was the occasion of considerable rainfall. the morning 	 but departure inand 	 on the average the was greatest the south, 
9th 10th, fall Falmouth 

on the and the at was about 18mm., at it 2"6a. At inland 	 theobservations 	 where reached many stations average
28mm.. Hastings Sevenoaks 	 WarlinghamSaudgate there was at and and also at minimum temperature was below the freezing point. Amongst 


30mm.. but l4mm. London 

on the Surrey Hills only were measured in and the lowest of the individual readings during the month the 


Cambridge.

practically none at 	 following are conspicuous, 241'5a. at Kingston-on-Soar and at 60- r 230 

Marlborough, 261a. at Perth and 258a. at Braeniar. ()it the 
Laud, 	 Im-lowothlr no reading 	 2 'l'aa. was reported at Holy-

depression its Late
Of more importance was the which made av, pearance on 
or tit. Ann's, Pembroke. The high 53 H
head comparativelyDumber 15th. By the morning of the 16th, it was centered overSaturday, tetugx"ratures shown for Castlebay. in the Hebrides, for 280 


it After lingering in
the Irish sea, whence moved rapidly south-south-east. 	 East 
and 

Scarborough 	 in III.and the 	 coast table are note-days, depression long 	 also 
the Gulf of Lyons for some this 	 went eastwards , the Ground frosts 	 the throughoutworthy. 	 were rule the utonth.It 	 far Levant. Galestraced 	 theMediterranean. was as as 	 associated with the largest nmnls'r (27) being recorded at Sheepstor, on 30-

from Lerwick 	 Portland.the depression were reported on all coasts to At 	 270l)artnu n".24 hours in the 	 32 ft.Scilly, there were 	 which wind at above ground exceeded 

17 limit for a gale. At the same anemometer station The Fog's 	 inland. 
20-

[260m/s., the conventional 	 which were reported usually occurred 
highesthighest for an hour was 30 mis., and the gust reached They 	 Iav iu Thames'sthe average wrrr, ohserred mi alLOnt teu the alles. 


hour. Precipitation took the form in I0ý

43 	 which of snowmis. or : HG miles an 

many localities was general except in central and western Ireland. At Reports of notable Optical Phenomena were frequent. 

Glenarm, Co. Antrim, more than 50mm. fell on the 15th and 16th. Solar halos were. seen at ) )xfonl on five twCasions, and also at fern 
Holyhead the total for the two days was 34anm. The snow lay in 	 Holyhead, Greenwich, (2lactou, Dublin. Aberdeen and Aber- ruture 

At many 
the Surrey Hills, to the the There doves. Lunar halos were A Lunar corotia of °''"1es" 

districts, notably on end of month. was more common. 
December 21th. 

the 19th and _hhh. especially in the North, associated with exceptional beauty was seen at Aherdovey on snow on 

depression H. 


more 
the shortlived At Seskin, near Waterford. oil I)ecember Mth "a gorgeous Coloration of 

just beforethe sky up to i: )° " was observed sunrise and a sun-pillar 
highest immediatelyScotland the 	 the month was the for after sunrise.over mean pressure of 

December in records covering the last sixty years, though it was all but 

by December. 1879. The highest in lialtaaound 
equalled that of 	 mean pressure shown St. Elmo's Fire w-as obaerved at on the evening of 

IV. is 1,027 It 	 Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry, isTable nearly mb. refers to and the the 14th. 
for for from 1869. Thehighest on record that station the period mean 

recorded in the South of England, though very high, had been 
pressure 

in four or five Decembers during the last 50 years. Of departures 	 Aurorae were scen at Aberdeen on the 7th and Stil : at Baltasound on 
exceeded 

in Hebndea. 16 14th 	 the Both, and in Orkney and Shetland on the lath. 
from the normal the greatest was at Castlebay the + mb., the 	 the : very widely on 

brilliant.
least at Dungeness, +7 mb. In accordance with the distribution of pressure The display of the Itith was exceptionally It corresponded with a 

Nature. " from the South rare. In south-western counties there a 	 which is the subject of an article Contributed to " of
winds were the was magnetic storm 
high proportion of East winds. January 3rd. 141A. 

(15339-19. ) Wt. 153-442.155u. 	 1116. D it S. G. 17 33. 


