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July 1961- Cloudy 	 dry inand rather cool, 	 the south 

Apart from 	 unsettled spell on the 11th 16th, weather duringan -
high

the month was mainly anticyclonic with 	 pressure either to the 
British Isles.of thewest or south-west 


first
Throughout the 	 week an anticyclone was centred to the 

to the 	 disturbancesthe country while north 	 movedsouth-west of 

Scandinavia. The
towards 	 very warm weather at thesouth-eastwards 


into July England Wales;
June 	 over much of andnd of persisted 	 on 
temperatures exceeded 25°C over much 	 thethe ist afternoon of 


in East Anglia
reached 32°C parts of 	 and south-east_ountry and 

locally. The
England. Thunderstorms occurred 	 2nd was considerably 

in 	 England theresouth-east where 	 was widespreadcooler especially 

with a depression over France.
thundery rain associated small northern 


districts had
The day many northern 	 rain and gales as a vigorousnext 
across Scotland to the North Sea,depression moved south-east and 

force in ingale places on the 4th 	 the strong north-winds also reached 

which spread over the whole country behind the
westerly air-stream 

depression. There were a few scattered showers on the 4th but the 

next two days were generally fine with long sunny periods in the 

high pressure which had spread 	 from the Atlantic to coverridge of 

over 15hr of sunshine recorded in South 


much of the country; was 

Isles
Channel 	 on the 6th.Wales 	 theand 

The to the south-west of the British Isles moved slowlyanticyclone 
the 7th-loth and moderate westerly winds broughtonwestwards 


unsettled weather to most parts of the country
cloudy and rather 

in 
 the south were small.amountsalthough rainfall 

During the period i ith-i6th weather over the country was dominated 

becameby 	 depression which a complex system as it moved a vigorous 

from England to the North Sea. On the 11th a depression


south-west 

in the South-West Approaches deepened and winds over Cornwall 

freshened from the south as it approached the mouth of the English 

Channel. Rain was heavy and prolonged over most of the country 

the depression moved eastward and filled while another on the 12th as 
formed Scotland. Manydepression over south-east 	 placesvigorous 

than sin. of rain in 24 hr and there were floods in 
recorded more 


Midland districts; 3.31 in. of rain fell at Bolton
andnorth-western 
daily there began inrainfall 	 since recordsin 24hr, the greatest 1887. 

depressiona complex 	 persisted over the BritishOn the 14th and 15th 

thundery outbreaks of rain, heavy at times, inIsles 	 there wereand 
districts. Thunderstorms were widespread and locally heavy onmost 

in districts 
the 15th, and rain or showers occurred most 	 on the 16th 

before the depression finally cleared the country: a fall ofand 17th 
Stornoway thein. in hr recorded at 	 on 16th.1.14 	 12 was 


improved formed
as anticycloneThereafter the weather slowly an 


The the beginning dry
Ireland. 18th was 	 of a anti-to the west of 
lasted nearly a week, though with northerlycyclonic spell which 

below Therewere somewhat average. 	 was a shorttemperatureswinds, 
weather on the 24th-27th. Rain was heavybreak in the anticyclonic 

in 	 districts on the 25th and 26th as a vigorouslocally northern 
the Scotland, butdepression skirted 	 north coast ofeastward moving 

districts remained dry. On the 27th. however, amost southern 
Irelanddisturbance moved south-east across 	 and south-westsmall 

England and there was rain in all areas. During the last four days of 
the month, with a ridge of high pressure extending eastward across 
the country, weather was mostly fine and sunny. 

Pressure Wind Meanand - pressure was above average everywhere
inexcept the extreme north, the mean deviation 	 hrat 9 ranging


from 

-0.7 nib at Lerwick to 	 Holyh: Sc7ly.- 2.2 nib at 	 ad and 

Surface 
 winds were mainly light and variable until the 3rd. northerly 

on the 	 becoming4th and 5th, subsequently westerly until the Loth, 
variable on the fromi1th-14th and thereafter, apart a period of 
south-westerlies theon 24th-27th, northwesterly winds predominated 
until the end of the month. Winds reached gale force on 7 days in 
Scotland and on the 3rd, 4th, 13th-15th and 26th in England and 
Wales. Gusts ktof 59 and 6o kt were recorded at Tiree and Benbecula 

respectively the
on 3rd: on the 13th 	 62 kta gust of was recorded at 
Jersey which, apart from the gale of July 	 the highest29th 1959, was 

gust ever recorded during July in the United Kingdom. 


Temperature Mean temperature 	 below the- was o. q°C 1921-50 

average in England Wales in Scotland below
and and and i. i °C 


average in Northern Ireland. The 
 ist was unusually warm, especially

in England
south-east 	 where temperature reached 33.9°C at a number 

of places around the London The
area. coldest periods were 3rd-
6th, 11th-14th 	 in Englandand 26th-28th and grass minimum tempera-

tures below
were o°C or at one place or another on 13 Mornings.

In Scotland 
 temperature on the fell 	 Dalwhinniegrass to at 	 on-3.9°C 

the 
 14th. 


Extremes included: 
 (England 	 Wales)and 33.9°C at several places 

on the ist, -i. i°C at Santon Downhani on the 6th; (Scotland) 24.4°C 


Dundee
at 	 Montroseand on the 	 Tarfside the 6thi tth, at 	 on-0.5°C 

(Northern Ireland)
and 14th: 	 Hillsborough the21. iC° at on ist and 

Armaghat 	 on the 17th, 3.9°C at Ballykelly the Garvaghon 2nd, on 
the Loughgall6th and 	 the 6thon and loth. 


Precipitation The 

- general rainfall expressed as a percentage of the 

1916-5o average was 86 England Wales, Scotlandover and 1o8 over 
and 68 over Northern Ireland. In England less than halfrainfall was 
the average in the Scilly Isles Devonand south-east and more than 
twice the locally inaverage the 	 Most thenorth-east. of rainfall of 
the month was associated with the depressions 	 theof i ith-16th. 


Thunder 
 was heard in Scotland on 4 days and in England' and 
Wales 
 on the 1st-2nd, 7th-8th, roth-15th, 18th-19th and 26th-28th 


days); it
i 15 was widespread on the 2nd and 	 15th. 
Sunshine-The 

general sunshine expressed as a percentage of the 
1921-5o average was 92 in England 	 Wales, in Scotlandand 74 and 
75 in Northern Ireland. At "Tree it the dullest Julywas 	 since record! -
began there in 1927-

Fog- Early morning fog occurred at one place or another on 14 days 
in Scotland and on 16 days in England 	 Wales, itand was widespread
in north-east England theon 12th. 

Miscellaneous Phenomena The aurora 	 Benbecula- was seen at on 
the night of the 3oth/ 31st. 

Meteorological office, Air Ministry: SIR GRAHAM SUrrov, C. B. E., D. Sc., F. R. S., Director-General. 



