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APRIL, 1926: MILD AND DULL, EXCEPT IN IRELAND.
WET IN EASTERN ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND.

imaral.—i‘he outstanding features of the weather of April were the
two short spells of fine warm weather, one at the beginning of the month
‘and one around about the 12th, and the wetness of the eastern districts
d.
Ofm the first few days of the month the British Isles lay between
an antieyelone over the continent and an Atlantic depression ; ]iE‘lElt
‘goutherly winds prevailed and temperature rose to 70°F. and over in
.-uy places (see Temperature Seection). A secondary depression
moving north-east from the Bay of Biscay caused haavy'lﬁcﬂl rain
and thunderstorms on the 3rd and 4th, 47mm. (1-85 in.) being
measured at Guernsey on the 3rd and 38mm. (1-49 in.) at Ke¢lvedon
(Essex) on the 4th. Subsequently temperature fell gradually but
. sm the whole remained above the average until the middle of the
month. Further secondary depressions caused a moderate amount of
rain in southern England on the 7th and Sth. On the 9th an anti-
-slone moved slowly eastwards across the British Isles and during the
pext few days quiet sunny weather with local ground frosts at night
prevailed. e approach of a depression from the Atlantic caused a
| wal of unsettled weather about the 14th. Much rain fell, 130mm.
- (5183 in.) being measured at Snowdon (Carnarvon) and 64mm. (2-50 in.)
at Dungeon Ghyll (Westmorland) on the 14th. I_’rfaasure soon became
low to the north and east of the British Isles giving more northerly
winds and changeable showery weather with local thunderstorms and
hail. On the 25th a depression over France caused high winds and
gales in and near the southern part of the North Sea and considerable
rain in eastern England and Scotland on the 25th and 26th., From
then until the end of the month the weather continued unsettled and
rainy with sunny intervals but a low temperature.
| e general acter of the month is illustrated by the fnllnwiuﬁ
remarks taken from observers’ notes :—Southport—A very warm an
rather dry but dull and equable month. Mean minimum temperature
S aoindly high Unusual excesses of night (and early morning) over
n rainfall and of afternoon over forenoon sunshine, Worksop
)— The dullest April in my records except 1920 and the
varmest except April, 1914, Copdock (Suffolk)—Mild, wet and gloomy.
The mean temperature for the month, 48-9°F. is higher than ia any
ther April, except April, 1904 when the mean temperature was 49-5°F,
Berkhamsted—A warm and wet month. The warmest April since
4. The number of thunderstorms was above normal. Cheltenham—
| iﬂ liet month with little wind. Total ramfall has been excoeded
_ .qlllﬂ:_mt ee times since 1867. Dublin—A spell of beautiful weather
?17 o the opening days of the month. A change came on the 7th, the
remaind i,ﬂer of the month more closely resembling a typiecal April of
howers by day, clear skies and low temperatures by night. The
g’qwmdayg of the month were remarkable for a dense cloud canopy

h oom as well as much hazs and fog.

brassure and Winds.—The mean piessure was everywhere below
mal. The deviations of monthly means of pressnre at fixed
onre varied from —3-4mb. at Cahireiveen to -1-2mb. at Lerwick.
Up to about the 19th winds were generally between south-east and
west : thence onwards they were mainly from the north-east quadrant.
ind force was as a rule moderate and gales were infrequent. High
L de ocourred locally between the 5th and the 10th, about the 15th,
iR een the 18th and 21st and on the 25th. The tracks of most of
mﬁ!@; idi epressions affecting our weather lay acvoss the south of the British

Igles and over the North Sea.
igh temperatures ceeurred during the

- e.— Unusually .
> Ym'f,'; the month, maximum temperatures of 70°F. and above

2 :-i gg_ recorded at several stations, especially in the central and

on distriets of England. At Richmond (Kew Observatory) the
:1]3 E;impmtum on the 2nd, 72°F, is the highest temperature

recorded there since 1871 for the first fifteen days of the month
 of April, at Geldeston the maximum temperature on the 4th, 76°F.
se the highest on record there for April, while the maximum
a8 e e at Norwich on the 4th, viz, 74-5°F. is the highest
ml’.mtm recorded at that station so early in the year since April
4th, 1892, when the maximum temperature was 75°F. In all Districts
+ha mean temperature for the week ending April 10th was well above

' al the excess in England E. amounting to as much as 7-9°F. Low
" TN with ground frosts at night were recorded in many
~es from the Sth to the I13th. A sereen minimum of 25°F. was
ed at West Linton (Peebles) on the 12th and a grass minimum of

. : -" u

lower day temperatures were recorded generally ; during this period
the thermometer did not rise above 53°F. at Richmond (Kew Obsery-
atory). Screen minima of 32°F. and below were recorded at a few
places while ground frosts occurred locally. At Rhavader a Lrass
minimum temperature of 17°F. was recorded on the morning of the 24th.

For the third consecutive month the mean temperature for the month
was above normal in all Districts, the greatest excess 3:5°F. oceurring
in Seotland N. and England E. (Mean temperatures 46-4°F. and
49-1°F.) and the least excess 1'4°F. in the Channel Isles (Mean
temperafure 50°1°F.). In Scotland the mean temperature of the
month was the highest recorded in April since 1914.

The extreme temperatures for the month were :—(England and
Wales) 76°F. at Geldeston on the 4th, 21°F. at Hounghall on the 12th.
(Seotland) 70°TF. at Logie Coldstone on the 3th, 23°F. at Wolfelee on the
l]tfth. (Ireland) 67°F. at Killarney on the 27th, 26°F. at Markree on
the 27th.

Precipitation.—An outstanding feature of the month’s precipitation
was the wetness of the midland, eastern and southern counties of
England and the eastern counties of Scotland. In the eastern and
south-eastern counties of England, precipitation exceeded generally
twice the normal and in the Chelmsford and Shoeburyness districts
(Essex) more than three and half times the normal. In the south-
western distriets of England, preeipitation was about normal. In
Wales and over most of the northern distriets of England there was
a decided deficiency, little rain falling during the first half of the
month. In the Runcorn distriet (near Liverpool) and in the Thirsk
district (Yorkshire, N. Riding) the month’s total amounted to less.
than half the normal. At Meltham (Yorkshire, W. Riding) no
measurable rain fell during the first 13 days of the month.

In Scotland aggregates were in general appreciably above the normal
in eastern distriets, hut- deficient in the western and southern districts,
From the ist to the 13th the only rains of importance occurred on the
drd and the 8th. On the 14th heavy rains spread from the west and
considerable areas had more than 25mm. on that day. At some places,
fully half the month’s rainfall was accounted for on the 14th and 15th.
In western districts there was a speedy improvement ; towards the
south-west there were only one or two trifling falls during the last fwo
weeks of the month. In the eastern distriets, on the other hand, many

laces had rain on every day from 14th onwards though frequently the
alls were very small.

In Ireland precipitation was below normal except in the western
districts where there was a moderate excess. .

The general prceipitation of the British Isles expressed as a percentage
of the normal 18811915 was 118 ; the values for the severa!l conntries
were :—England and Wales 134, Scotland 108, Ireland 88.

Theve were frequent thunderstorms, accompanied by hail in many
instances, during the month ; they occeurred generally on the 4th, 7th
and between the 17th and 22nd.  In Scotland sleet oecurred around
the 16th and snow at high levels on the 23rd and 24th.

Sunshine.—The mean daily duration of sunshine was helow normal
in all districts except in Ireland and Scilly. The greatest
deficiency 1'87 hrs. occurred in England E. (mean daily duration
of sunshine 3'68 hrs.). Although sunshine totals were deficient in
most places there were many bright intervals. The sunniest period
generally was the 8th to the 13th when records between 10 hrs. and
13 hrs. were obtained at several stations. Thus 121 hrs. were recorded
at Lerwick on the 8th, 12-6 hrs. at Aberystwyth and Bude on the 12th
and 12-9 hrs. at Aspatria and 12-7 hrs. at Jersey on the 13th. From
the 25th to the 28th little sunshine was recorded in the eastern and
central districts of Great Britain. During the week ending on May 1st
less than five hours sunshine were recorded at most places in the Midland
Counties. At Copdock (Suffolk) no sunshine was recorded on five
consecutive days, viz., from the 24th to the 28th inclusive, the longest
period without sunshine on record at this placs. )

| Fog.—Fog occurred locally during the first week, on the 13th and
14th and from the 27th to the 29th.

Miscellaneous Phenomena.—Solar and lunar halos were ohserved at
several stations on various dates, Aurora was seen at Aberdeen on the
7th and at }Jubliu on the 8th. Auroral glows were observed in Shetland
on every night from the 8th to the 13th and on the 15th and 16th. The
Zodiacal Light was seen at Ross-on-Wye and Stonyhurst on the 4th
and at Oxford on the 4th, 5th and 9th. A parhelion was observed at
London {Greenwich) on the 20th. Intense g?uum oceurred in London

2t Rounton (Yorkshire, N. Riding) on the same date. During a
e at;g ﬁnrt.h'arl{y winds between betwoeen the 20th and the 25th

E"' _. mm Wt70/22. 1,125 628 B.&F.Ltd G.93.
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from 10h. to 11h. on the 28th.



