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EXCELLENT AWARDS 1993

Incentives of one sort or another have been continuously presented to voluntary
observers for 140 years, since the founding of the Met. Office in 1854 as the
Meteorological Department of the Board of Trade under Captain Robert FitzRoy.
From then up to 1924, Masters and Officers gaining awards were sent a personal
letter by the Director of the Met. Office. For 70 years since the book award
scheme was introduced in 1924 by the Marine Superintendent of the day, Captain
L.A. Brooke Smith, R.D., R.N.R,, it is estimated that about 16,916 books have
been awarded to marine observers.

In the words of Captain Brooke Smith, ‘The interest shown and the support
given during the year are very much appreciated.” Thus we are once again pleased
to congratulate ‘the salt of the sea’, 100 Masters, Principal Observers and Radio
Officers. They have been selected to receive book awards in recognition of their
first class observing and transmission records, chosen from the 924 meteorological
logbooks received during 1993. The message being sent by all this is that we are
as much in need of accurate, reliable data as we are desirous of receiving more
information from our friends at sea.

Unfortunately it was not possible to complete the assessment procedure for all
logbooks received in the year in time to make the usual announcement in our July
edition. Nevertheless, advice and despatch of awards has already been undertaken,
and we must offer commiserations to those who were not selected on this
occasion. Staff on the many Voluntary Observing Fleet ships who either do not
send in their completed logs, or have been unable to motivate themselves to make
the observations, may feel inclined to remedy this, thereby benefitting both the
meteorological community and themselves.

As is customary, smaller observing ships with a bare minimum of staff are also
recognised as deserving of consideration, allowances being made for their reduced
opportunity, in arriving at the decision to make awards to some of their number.
Twelve officers on the MARID ships, carrying out basic observations, mainly in
North European coastal waters, have also been chosen for their unique
contribution to fog and sea ice forecasting in the North Sea and Home Waters.

The following received the highest markings for logs received at Bracknell
between 1 January and 31 December 1993:

1. m.v. Pacific Teal, owned by Pacific Nuclear Transport plc and managed by
James Fisher and Sons plc of Barrow-in-Furness; Captain A.G. Lacey and
Principal Observing Officer C.A. Bates.

2. m.v. Dawn Blazer, Boston Putford Ltd of Lowestoft; Captain W.A.E. Smith,
for personally carrying out all the observing and radio despatch.

m.v. British Renown, BP Shipping Ltd; Captain J.A. Buchanan, Principal
Observer T.T. Latto and Radio Officer J.G. Minogue.

m.v. Oriental Bay, P&O Containers Ltd; Captain A.P. Talbot, Principal
Observer K. Bradshaw and Radio Officer P.W. Ferguson.

3. m.v. Taunton, P&O Bulk Shipping Ltd; Captain C.J. Davies, Principal
Observer H. Narvekar and Radio Officer F.A. Patel.

m.v. Remuera Bay, P&O Containers Ltd; Captain J.H. Hutson, Principal
Observer N.B.H. Skinner and Radio Officer D.W. Ray.

m.v. Pytchley, P&O Bulk Shipping Ltd; Captain G. Hepple, Principal
Observer M.K. Alam and Radio Officer V. Sriramulu.
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Excellent Awards (Year ended 31 December 1993)

CAPTAIN COMPANY

MAllen ........... it The Maersk Co. (1.0.M.) Ltd
LAnderson ..........c.coviiiiinianeanann P&O Containers Ltd

PR Anderson ............coivvvvnnnnenns Dorchester Maritime (I1.0.M.) Ltd
DL.Batchelor....................coiouns P&O Containers Ltd

ML.Bechley ............ciiiiiiiinnnnns P&O European Ferries (Portsmouth) Ltd
NA Beer ..., British Antarctic Survey

JRBell...... .. i Marine Management Services Ltd
M.Bemis........ooiiiiiiiinnnnnnarnasd OOCL Lt

D.L.Beveridge ................ooon.... Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
C.Billimore...............viiviiinnaad Caledonian MacBrayne Ltd

RKBilton ......................o. .., Blue Star Ship Management Ltd
TCBlack . ...oovvii ittt Blue Star Ship Management Ltd
RT.Blackman .......................... Sealion Shipping Ltd

HBose ...........oiiiiiiiiiiiiiines, Jeppesen Heaton Ltd

JCE. Bovaird ............c0vivrvennnrenn Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
PN.Bowden ...............coiveenannn.. Shell Ship Management Lid
MB.Bradley .................c.civeune., Ropner Shipping Services Ltd
WABrown ............ooiiiiiiiininy Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
JABuchanan .............coiervnvnnnnnn Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
JM.Bullard ........... ... ... ... ... ... Souter Shipping Ltd

DW.Bunyan ..............ccoiiiiinnan. Marine Management Services Ltd
BAChapman...............oivvvvannnnn Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food
PJLCooper ......covviiiiiiiiiiinnnn. Seaboard Offshore Ltd
B.Cushman......................c0t P&O Containers Ltd

ClDavies .......coieviinneenaneennnnnns P&O Ship Management Ltd
AF.DeVanney ............ooiiiviiinnn.. Shell Ship Management Ltd
DADomom ..........cociviininiinnans P&O Containers Lid

PlLDuff ... .. ... .. Bibby Line Ltd
MEdward............... ..o, P&O European Ferries (Portsmouth) Ltd
AW.Els .. ... ... e P&O Containers Ltd

M.C.Etherington ................cc0antn BP Shipping Ltd

RAFarmery .........ccoivviiniiivennnn. Boston Putford Offshore Safety Ltd
EGaffoey ...........coooiiiiiiiiian s, Stephenson Clarke Shipping Ltd
B.Graham ............cciiiiiiiiiiinnn, P&O Containers Ltd

LS.Grant ............ i P&O Containers Ltd

BAMHall ................oo i Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
AEHamill ................0iiae, Frigomaris Shipping (GmbH)
NMHady .........coiiiiiiiiiniaa.... P&O European Ferries (Portsmouth) Ltd
CW.Harvey .......coiiviivniiinrnnnnns V.Ships (U.K.) Ltd

RGHead .........c.coiiiiiiiiiinnannn Egon Oldendorff (H.K.) Lud
THHenderson ...............cooiuiunnnn, Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
G.Hepple ........coviiiiiiiiiiiannnnnnn P&O Ship Management Ltd

LY Hesketh ..............ioiiiaaat. P&O Ship Management Ltd
MAHII.............. i P&O Ship Management Ltd

B.HOpper .........coiiiiiiiiiiainnnnnns Sealion Shipping Ltd

DS.Hughan .................0ociiiiinan P&O Containers Ltd

AJHughes ... ..........cciiiiiiniinnn.. Seaboard Offshore Safety Ltd
JHHutson ... .........ooiiiiininnn.. P&O Containers Ltd

TL.Jeffery .....oociviiiiiiiiiiinnannen .F.T. Everard & Sons Ltd

D.Johnstone ................ ... .ot Jeppesen Heaton Ltd

BN.Jones ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. Acomarit (U.X.) Lid

OGKEEN ... ovveiiiinirerrrnnnnnnnnnnns Logbridge Ltd

JN.Kelleher ...............ccoiviiiann... P&O Containers Ltd

NP Kelly .....oovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinian, Souter Shipping Ltd
RJKendall................... ... oLl London Ship Managers Ltd
ML.Kinnear.............ooiiiiiiiiennn Logbridge Ltd
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Excellent Awards (contd)

CAPTAIN ComPANY

DM.Kissane .................. ..., P&O Containers Ltd

MJ.Knight .............iiiiiiiiinn, Bibby Line Ltd

CB.Kulkarni ........................... Barber Ship Management Ltd
AGLacey .....cooviii it James Fisher & Sons ple
SllLawrence ..........ciiiiiiiiiian. British Antarctic Survey
DW.Lax......oooinniiiiiiininianennnas P&O Containers Ltd

AllLleslie ... ... ... . .. i P&Q Containers Ltd

DR Lewis ...........covviiiininniain. Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
KJ.Lightbody .......................... Esso Petroleum Co. Ltd
WG.Lockie ..............coiiai., Logbridge Ltd

MR.Mansbridge ........................ Dorchester Maritime (1.O.M.) Ltd
W.Marien .........coviiiiiii i OOCL Ltd

D.Marr ........ e e James Fisher & Sons ple
CHMarsh ...........c.ooiiiiiiii Bibby Line Ltd
FREMartin..................ooouuan e, Bibby Line Ltd

JM.Miller ... James Fisher & Sons plc

VER. Moorman ............ [P C.M. Willie & Co. (Shipping) Ltd
MMoulin ............ ... it P&O Cruises Ltd
CRMundy..........oiviiiiiiiiiinnnnn Blue Star Ship Management Ltd
HJINorton ..........oovviiiiiiiiiad C.M. Willie & Co. (Shipping) Ltd
AK.Oliver ............................. Natural Environment Research Council
DE.Peers ...ttt Marine Management Services Ltd
LCPink .......oovvviviiiiiiia., F.T. Everard & Sons Ltd
DL.Rattray .................oiion.. Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
DJ Robertson................ ... ..., P&O Containers Ltd

RG.Savage ............... ...t Shell Ship Management Ltd
LSmith ... i e Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
WAE. Smith ........................... Boston Putford Offshore Safety Ltd
PGH.Stapleton ............... .o Andrew Weir plc

KF.Steven .......... ... Andrew Weir plc
DCILStll........ Shell Ship Management Lid
AP.Talbot ........coovvvviiiviinnnn, P&O Containers Ltd

RW.Taylor ...ty Souter Shipping Ltd

A Tibbott ..............covnnasn cereees Blue Star Ship Management Ltd
P.Venvell ................ .. ... Kvaerner Shipping A/S
B.Wardman .............ccviiininnnnn. Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
JB.Watson .. ... ... ... .. P&O Containers Ltd

MWatts .............ooiinntn P&O Containers Ltd

JW.Welch ........ooviiiiiiiiiiiine, P&O Containers Ltd

DP.Worsnop .........cooiiiiirnnann. P&O Containers Ltd

PrINCIPAL OBSERVING OFFICER Company

MKAlam ..........coviiiiiiiiian, P&O Ship Management

FH. Alrai ....... ... ... ... ...t P&O Containers Ltd

RArenal .............coiiiiiiiiian.., Logbridge Ltd

RILAKInS .......ocoiiiiiiiiiiin... Dorchester Maritime (1.O.M.) Lid
RMAKInsOD .. ......oocviiiiiiiiinnes. Natural Environment Research Council
PF. Baines ....................... P&O European Ferries (Portsmouth) Ltd
CABates ............coovivtn James Fisher & Sons plc
AST.Beveridge................... Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
C.Bingham ....................... Boston Putford Ltd

B.Blythe ..............cc...oiviiaan, Shell Ship Management Ltd
ZBorovina ....................... Ropner Shipping Services Ltd
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Excellent Awards (contd)

PriINCIPAL OBSERVING OFFICER CoMPANY

K.Bradshaw ............................ P&O Containers Ltd

P Branagan..............ccovvvnnennsns F.T. Everard & Sons Ltd
FBrearley.............c.coiiiiiiiiin. Sealion Shipping Ltd

S.Bryans ...ttt P&O Containers Ltd

RCBum ....... ...t Seaboard Offshore Ltd

FN.Cambra .................... .. 00, P&O Containers Lid

IC.Campbell ........................... Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
MM.Castillo ................. ... . ... London Ship Managers Ltd
LJ.Cheesebrough . ....................... P&O Containers Ltd

RR.Clunas ..................coovunne... P&O Containers Ltd

T.Collins .......c..coovviviiiniiinnnn.. Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
DSJICraig .......oii ittt Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
PWR.Davidson............ ... ... P&O Containers Ltd

GP.Dawson ..........ooiiivinniinanns P&O European Ferries (Portsmouth) Ltd
MP.Domnelly ........................... Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
DP.Dospueblos ..................cn...n Logbridge Ltd

AEdusah ............ ... ... .. Acomarit (UK.) Ltd

WCEleria ................. ... o0, Marine Management Services Ltd
G.English .......... ... .............. Shell Ship Management Ltd
EM.Esinduy ................c....0on.t. P&O Containers Ltd

AR.Farthing ........................... P&O Containers Ltd
JJFarquhar............. .. .. .. ... ..., P&OQ Containers Ltd

S.Fish .........oiiiiiiii i, P&O Containers Ltd

ClFoley ..... ..o, Bibby Line Ltd

JR.French ............iiiiiiiiiininn. Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food
PDJ. Green ...............ccivieinn.. Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
J.Greenspan ............. ... ... British Antarctic Survey

JO.Greig .....oovviiiii i Souter Shipping Ltd

GCHarwood .................. ... ..., F.T. Everard & Sons Ltd

N.G.Hawkes ..............ciiiinnnn.n.. Dorchester Maritime (1.O.M.) Ltd

A Haynes ...... ... ... . i ., Andrew Weir plc

PJHeasman .................ccooieunn.. F.T. Everard & Sons Lid

AP Henry .............. PP Bibby Line Lid

SHills ....... ..o ... P&O Cruises Ltd

GT.Hobbs ........covvvviienia... P&O Containers Ltd

AC.Homcastle .......................... Sealion Shipping Ltd
NCHomer................oooiiiiann, Jeppesen Heaton Ltd

BEN.Joseph ................. ... ... Bibby Line Ltd

KCloshi .............. .o i ... P&O Ship Management Ltd

MO.Khan ...............ooil, Shell Ship Management Ltd

O Kmski..........ooiiiiiiiiiiiii., Dorchester Maritime (I1.0.M.) Ltd
TT.Latto ......coviiiiiiir i Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
WT.Lawrie ............0iiivniiinnnnn Souter Shipping Ltd

PJ. Laycock ..............ciiiiiiiiai... Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
FM.Leahy ............c.ciiiiiiiii... P&O Containers Ltd

LG Mackenzie.......,.................. P&O Containers Ltd

AP Maclean ..................... ... C.M. Willie & Co. (Shipping) Ltd
JAMacleod .............. ... .. ... Caledonian MacBrayne Ltd
JIN.Marsham .......................... James Fisher & Sons plc

AP McCarlie .................oiavinnntn Bibby Line Ltd
JB.McGruer...........ccoiiiiiinennnnn. P&O Containers Ltd

PH.Mercenier .............ccovveuneenas OOCL Ltd

RC.Micheson .......................... James Fisher & Sons plc

GCMorgan ...............viiiinnnn.. British Antarctic Survey

HD.Narvekar ...............c.covviinnnn P&O Ship Management Ltd

S.Nicholls . ...t P&O Containers Ltd
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Excellent Awards (contd)

PrincipaL OBSERVING OFFICER

CoMPANY

M.A.Pagente ....................
N.P. Panganiban ...................
SL.Pradham ......................
BGRajan........................
MD.Ramos ......................
TK.Ramroop ................. ...
AJ. Richard ... . ... ..............
MRoquid ............... ... ...
MWM. Samwell ..................
RA.Shopland .....................
N.Siegue .. .......c.oivviinanan..
N.B.H.Skinner....................
CA. Spain...............o......
B, Standerline .....................
DS.Swatn ...... ... ...
WG Tait .. ....ooiiiiiinannn.
DJ. Tejero......cooeioiiii ...
HB. Tenoso ..............c00v....
W.E. Thompson ...................
T. Van Hoeteghem .................
DJ. Vickery ............... ... ...
NJ Walker ....... ... ... ...
LL Wallace ......................

GP.Watts ................cc.ua..
M. Williamson ....................
C. Winterbottom ...................
FP.Wright .................. ...,

......

......

....... Kvaerner Shipping A/S

...... Logbridge Ltd

...... P&O Ship Management Ltd
...... Barber Ship Management Ltd
...... Blue Star Ship Management Ltd
...... Bibby Line Ltd

...... Andrew Weir plc

...... Frigomaris (GmbH)

...... Blue Star Ship Management Ltd
...... P&O European Ferries (Portsmouth) Ltd
...... V. Ships (U.K.) Ltd

...... P&O Containers Lid

...... P&O Containers Ltd

...... Stephenson Clarke Shipping Lid
...... Souter Shipping Ltd

...... C.M. Willie & Co. (Shipping) Ltd
...... Blue Star Ship Management Ltd
...... Egon Oldendorff (H.K.) Lid
...... Acomarit (U.K.) Lt«d

OOCL Lud

...... P&O Containers Ltd

...... Shell Ship Management Ltd
...... Esso Petroleum Co. Ltd

...... Blue Star Ship Management Ltd

Seaboard Offshore Ltd

Shell Ship Management Ltd

P&O Containers Ltd

Dorchester Maritime (.O.M.) Ltd
The Maersk Co. Ltd

Rapio OFFICER

CoMPANY

L. Archer ........ ... ...
EG. Arciaga ........... ... co0inn,
LU Y1 (- [+ T N
RO.Ball ............. .. ... ...,
FT.Balondo ......................
RM.Banzon ......................
LBeaton™ .. .. ... 0o i,
DE.Berestord™® ...................
CP.Brockbank ....................
JABrogan ........... ...l
CR.Brooks ................c......
C.Brown .........coviiiiiiennnnn.
RA.Browne ......................
P.Candelaria......................
CS.Carver ...,
ES.Cass ..ovviiiin it
AP.Clarke ........coiiiiii.
BM.Clarke™ ...........coiiintn
PJ.Clemence .....................
PIlLClety .......ovviiiiiiiiin.
CY.Constantinou . .................
ACordeiro .......coiiiviiienennn.

......

......

......

------

------

...... F.T. Everard & Sons Ltd

Bibmark International Shipping

London Ship Managers Ltd

Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Lid
Columbia Ship Management Ltd
Frigomaris Shipping (GmbH)

Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
P&O European Ferries (Portsmouth) Ltd
James Fisher & Sons plc

Dorchester Maritime (1.O.M.) Ltd

P& O Containers Lid

Shell Ship Management Ltd

P&O Containers Ltd

Blue Star Ship Management Ltd

P&O Containers Ltd

Blue Star Ship Management Ltd

GEC Marconi Communications Ltd
Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Departmen
Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
Austasia Line

P&0O Containers Ltd

P&O Ship Management Lid
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Excellent Awards (contd)

RaDIO OFFICER CompaNy
MD'Silva...........oiiiiiiiiiiiiina. P&O Ship Management Ltd
A.DeRama.............ccoiviiiinnnann Kvaerner Shipping A/S

MD.Diosana ............ . .ciiiiiiianan. Columbia Ship Management Ltd
C.Dobbelar ..................ovvuvunnad OOCL L«d

W.Dopheide * .......................... F.T. Everard & Sons Ltd

FADunn ...ttt P&O Containers Ltd

CEVans ........oviiiiiiiiinniennecnss Shell Ship Management Ltd
PW.Ferguson............... ... ... 00 P&O Containers Ltd

D.Fermandez ............ ... v, Wallem Ship Management (1.0.M.) Ltd
JFerson .........ciiiiininiiirninenann Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
BJFoley ....oviiiiiiiiii i Bibby Line Ltd

A.Gamblin ... ......................... Marr Vessel Management Litd
KJGaughan....................0oiinten P&O Containers Lid

MEP.Gloistein .............cc0iii British Antarctic Survey

RE.Goring ..........o.oiiiiiiiieinnnne. P&O Containers Ltd

A.Gregario ............... i b Blue Star Ship Management Ltd
GS.Hamnah* ..................... ... ... Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
REHaviland .............. ... iiiiie. Shell Ship Management Ltd

JH Holmes* . ... . ................. ... Esso Petroleum Co. Ltd
SCHOome.......oiiii it ieiiaanenn, P& O European Ferries (Portsmouth) Ltd
BN.Iyengar .............ci0ivivieeennn. Wallem Ship Management (1.0.M.) Ltd
RZJacela............ ... oo Columbia Ship Management Ltd
RO.Jolliffe* ............oiiiiiinnnn, Ministry of Agr. Fisheries & Food
CLKeeble.....................ovvnntn Marconi International Marine Co. Ltd
GEKelly ..........ooiiiiiiiiiiii, P&O Containers Ltd

KS.MacKechnie * . ...................... Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
R Maestrado* ..............iiiiiiinnen Jeppesen Heaton Ltd

MA Magee* ........coiiiiiiiiniinnens Scottish Office Agriculture & Fisheries Department
JM.Manalo ............ .. ... ... ... A/S Havtor Management
G.Mangubat™® .......... ... ... .l Jeppesen Heaton Ltd
PV.Mansabdar.......................... Barber Ship Management Ltd
SIMee.....ovviiiiiiii i i British Antarctic Survey

JG.Minogue ................. ..ol Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
JCMitten . ......ooeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiran. P&O Containers Ltd

B.Neary .......cooviiiiiiiiiii iy Guernsey Ship Management Lid

PHJ. Nicholas*......................... Sealion Shipping Ltd

PC.Nottle ..........ooiiiiiiiiiiannes Shell Ship Management Ltd
S.C.Parambath .......................... Wallem Ship Management (1.O.M.) Lid
FRPatel...............ooooiiiiiiia, P&O Ship Management Ltd

PLPegg ... vt it P&O Containers Ltd

Y. Rahbarshahir ......................... OOCL Lud

J.Ranasinghe .................. ... ... London Ship Managers Ltd
BNO.Rant...............oo iy GEC Marconi Communications Ltd
B.Ravindran ..................oiviiiinnn P&O Ship Management Ltd

AJ. Rawlinson* .. ....................... Sealion Shipping Ltd

DW.Ray ......ovvimiiiiiiinniiinnnnn. P&O Containers Ltd

DA Richards ..............coiiviiinnnn Dorchester Maritime (1.O.M.) Ltd

N RO .o i i et i The Maersk Co. (1.O.M.) Lud
V.Sabellano ............................ Acomarit (U.K.) Ltd

WR.Salandy .................evinn... Bibby Line Ltd

LV.Saquilayan ................ ... ...l Pacific Ocean Manning, Manila
G.Scullion ...........c.oiiiiiiiiiiians, P&O Containers Ltd

T.Searle ..........c..iiiiiiiiinannnn P&O Containers Ltd

S.Sech....coi i Denholm (1.O.M.) Ltd

GlSimpson ...........c.ciiiiiiiiin. Bibby Line Ltd

JG.Smith ....... ... .. Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
TJSmith .............. it P&O Containers Ltd
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Excellent Awards (contd)

RapI0 OFFICER CoMpANY
MD.Smyth............oiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
GD.Sofio .. ..ot e P&O Containers Ltd
K Srdhar ...............ciiiiiiivnnsn Pentmarine
V.Sriramulu ...............ciiiiiian, P&O Ship Management Ltd
D.Stewart ............iiiiiiiiiaa e, Natural Environment Research Council
AStuart ......... ..o ittt Bibby Line Ltd
DJ Sweet* ... ... ... ... e Bibmark International Shipping
CMTaylor............cooiiiiiiniiinnnn Dorchester Maritime (1.0.M.) Ltd
JC.Thompson ..............ccovunnnnnen P&O Containers Ltd
EP.Tipo .....oiviiiiiiiiiiieiiinenaas Egon Oldendorff (H.K.) Ltd
F.Tamer .......ccociiiiiiiieiiinnnnnnnns P&O Cruises Ltd
PAWhyley ........ccoiviiiviiniinnnn. P&O Containers Ltd
JW. Wibberley ..................... ... Shell Ship Management Lid
BG Wilkinson ............0.0iiianan.n. P&O Containers Ltd
F.Wilson..................... L. P Ropner Shipping Services Ltd
KS.Woodley ...........ccoiiiniienaen, Ropner Shipping Services Ltd
AW Wortley *............. ...l P&O Containers Ltd

‘MARID’ SHIPSt
OBSERVERS CoMPANY
Captain J. Davies; Deck Officers S. Reed, K. Tanner Esso Petroleum Co. Ltd
Deck Officers M. Hustwith, M. Irwin, M. Elson * Esso Petroleum Co. Ltd

Captain D.W. Brown; Deck Officers J. Norman, D. James *  British Dredging Aggregates Ltd
Captain D.J. Jones; Deck Officers K. Thomas, J. Newman *  British Dredging Aggregates Ltd

* Deck Officer carrying out duties of Radio Officer.

+ Vessels recruited for the purpose of observing and transmitting sea temperatures with non-
instrumental observations in the North Sea.

The following have still not claimed their Excellent Awards for the year 1992:

Captains: N.J. Barr, J.M. Campbell, B.A. Hall, L.K. Huat, I.C. Ligertwood, A. Lomas, D. Marr, O. Bin
Ali, G.M. Railson, P.E.T. Robinson, A.R. Timbs, C.J.B. Trinnick.

Principal Observers: M.A. Afghani, J.S. Anderson, L. Bermejo, K. Bimpeh, R. Cyabyab, J. Dionio,
J.F. Dobson, M. Dvornik, A.B. Escaner, R.J. Gabutin, R.B. Gonzales, E.l. Isla, T.D. Morrison, 1.C.
Oke, O.M. Power, D.J. Robinson.

Radio Officers: A. Adovas, A. Alaba, E.G. Arciaga, M. Bell, J K. Bhadra, B. Casey, J.I1. D'Souza, J.V.
DelLacruz, B. Davies (MARID), D.W. Fletcher, M. Geti, C.J. Griffiths, S. Merin, B.C. Miller, D.D.
Napa, U.K. Nyunt, W.N. Oo, E.L. Sevilla, R.P. Villejo, L.P. Yadav.
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At her berth once more in Cape Town, the ship was no longer a creature of the
ocean, accepting the periodic upheaval of intense activity which emptied her. The
cabins, laboratories, holds and decks became like a vacuum, poised to be refilled.
Though empty, they still echoed with the voices of long and persevering
occupancy. The scientists boarding next day would be oblivious to this. Their own
venture had been planned many months in advance and to them the ship offered a
vacant possession, to impose and leave their own mark, in their turn. Seasoned and
enduring hands, or more new-joined beginners, all soon became caught up in the
stir of departure. Another six-week epic had begun.

In harbour, all the racing yachts were clustered reassuringly together. Their
crews enjoyed several weeks of celebration and recuperation, before they ventured
northwards, away from a Southern Ocean little mellowed by a maturing autumn.
This, once more, became domain for Discovery.

Icing — A winter hazard
By CAPTAIN A.P. MAYTHAM

(Met. Office Sea Ice Unit)

Introduction

Icing is the process of water freezing onto a vessel. Icing occurs when a vessel is
in open water but not in sea ice, with the correct meteorological conditions
existing. Icing arises mainly from spray but rain, snow and shipping seas, usually
over the bow, can also produce icing.

The degree of icing on a vessel is dependent upon two factors. Firstly, for the
vessel, it is dependent upon the position of the superstructure, the loaded condition
and the aspect of the wind and sea relative to the ship’s head. Secondly, for the
weather, it is dependent upon the wind speed and therefore height of seas, the
height and period of swell and the temperatures of air and sea. Icing will nearly
always occur with the air temperature at or below —2°C, and a sea temperature at
or below 8°C. Usually, but not always, the wind has to be in the order of Beaufort
force 6 or greater. A heavy swell causing water to be shipped on deck can produce
the same results. These temperatures may vary, especially in the Baltic Sea, and
icing may occur with sea temperatures higher than 8°C and/or wind speeds of less
than force 6.

It should be realised that any form of icing is extremely hazardous, and in the
case of small craft, the chance of turning over, with crew trapped inside and
unable to escape because of doors and windows being iced up, is both high and
likely. The effects on larger vessels may not be quite so dramatic, but the risks
from increased keel depths due to listing may make coastal and pilotage passages
uncertain. Icing may also affect the steering and manoeuvrability of the vessel and
thus its general seaworthiness.

There are various degrees of icing and they should all be treated as serious
events. The three categories of icing relate mainly to the thickness to be expected
in 24 hours as follows:

LightIcing = — 1to 3 cms in 24 hours
Moderate Icing — 4 to 14 cms in 24 hours
Severe Icing — more than 15 cms in 24 hours
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If a crew is unused to dealing with ice and extreme cold conditions, there is a
high chance that crew members may be at risk from both the cold water and ice
formed on the superstructure which may fall. The crew of small craft may not be
aware that all stability is lost, and they cannot escape from the accommodation
until the vessel starts to list critically, when emergency action may be too late. The
vessel can ice up at an alarming rate, and unless the Master is aware of this fact, he
may suddenly find his vessel in a particularly hazardous situation.

Precautions
There is a range of recommended precautions to be taken, both prior to sailing,
and when at sea, when the most risk occurs.

1.

ii.

iii.

Prior to departure

Trim by the stern to prevent shipping water.

Cover windlass and winches with canvas.

Keep hammers, crowbars and other equipment likely to be needed to clear
ice, out of storerooms which may ice up.

Inform all hands where equipment is stowed.

Ensure all hands know the risks on deck.

Remove non-return valves from scuppers and unship freeing ports to
prevent them icing up.

Obtain weather forecasts.

Rig safety lines.

List radio stations, frequencies and times of broadcasts.

At sea

Make sure all hands know what to look for.

All required equipment available and out of danger areas.

Warm weather gear available.

Issue all hands with safety lines or harness and instruct in procedures for
going on deck.

Lower gear (if topped for port arrival).

Drain deck service lines.

Keep light fittings clear of ice.

Ensure escape route clear of icing is available.

Monitor formation of ice.

Adjust vessel’s course and speed to reduce spray.

Keep look-out points clear,

Monitor weather bulletins for shipping from all sources, including radio
stations.

Monitor air and sea temperatures.

Prepare for the worst.

WHEN ICING STARTS, SEND A WARNING TO THE LOCAL COAST
RADIO STATION

During icing

Issue Sécurité warning and advise all authorities.
Monitor air and sea temperatures.

Ensure escape routes are known.

Maintain radio contact with shore.
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AURORA NOTES OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 1993
Bv R.J. Livesey

(Director of the Aurora Section of the British Astronomical Association)

In Table | are to be found the marine aurora reports that have been received for
the period, to date. It is a reflection on the changes in merchant shipping that, at
sunspot minimum in 1976, there were 71 marine auroral reports while at the next
minimum in 1986 there were 48 reports but in the approach to the next minimum,
possibly in 1994, there were only 22 reports in 1993.

Table 1 — Marine aurora observations October to December 1993

Date Suwe GEOGRAPHIC TiMe Forms 1N SEQUENCE
Postmion (utc)

910 Oct. OQOCL Bravery  55° 50'N. 43° |19'W 0320 RA

19/20 Cumulus 56° 30'N, 22°59'W Not given N

25126 Appleby 49° 41'N. 65°27'W 0715 aHB.aRB

6/7Nov. OOCL Bravery  49° 55'N, 61°31'W 0040 G.RA.apRA

18/19 Cumulus 57°08'N, 20°52'W 2340-0345 M4RB.G.V.HA.m|RR.

ap2(mgP+HA)

KEY: a = active, m = multiple (suffix gives number of units), p = pulsating, p2 = flaming, A = arc,
B = band. G = glow. H = homogeneous, N = unspecified form, P = patch, R = rays. V = veil.

First signs of the end of the current sunspot cycle have begun to show
themselves as there were occasions when a 2'»-inch refractor did not detect the
presence of any sunspots on the solar disc. On the other hand, the coronal hole
cycle that began in 1990 with extensions of the polar coronal holes has been active
in this period with persistent equatorial coronal holes. These have led to recurrent
magnetic storms and associated quiet high-latitude aurorae. Strong auroral activity
was reported from America, particularly on the nights of 8/9 October,
3/4 November and 7/8 December. Quiet aurorae consisting of glows and quiet arcs
were seen down to the latitude of the Forth and Clyde estuaries on 16/17, 25/26
and 27/28 October, 4/5 and 14/15 November (both including rays), 18/19
and 27/28 November. On 7/8 December rays were recorded as far south as
the Tyne estuary. The most widely reported events were those of 14/15 and
18/19 November together with 7/8 December. The most evident recurrent
magnetic storm periods were 8—10 October, 46 November and 1-3 December.
Magnetic storms on 25 October, 18 November and 8 December were likely to
have been caused by transient solar events.

In this day and age of the artificial satellite, rocket sounding, radar tracking and
other methods of studying the aurora, why observe it at all from sea level? Some
readers may recall that, when asked why he wanted to climb Mount Everest,
Mallory replied, ‘Because it is there’. And so it is with the aurora. Quite apart
from being one of Nature’s wonderful sights, the aurora and the magnetic storms
associated with it have an impact on man’s technology. However, the aurora also
reflects the state of the sun, our nearest star, and what particles and magnetic fields
it is throwing at us.

The aurora has been noted and recorded for thousands of years and references to
it appear in the literature of the ancient civilisations so that our records today
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maintain a long line of data from which useful information can be deduced.
Comparison of the old Chinese, Japanese and Korean records with those of more
recent times have led researchers to deduce the changing location of the north
magnetic pole. It is claimed that similar results have been obtained by comparison
with the old Viking sagas.

During the period from 1645 to 1715, now referred to as the Maunder
Minimum, there was a dearth of auroral sightings and of sunspots. For example,
John Flamsteed is known not to have seen any sunspots in a period of seven years
and that the apparition of any sunspot was a notable event. It is worth
remembering that Flamsteed was the first Astronomer Royal, who, together with
the Greenwich Observatory was instituted to improve stellar navigation for
mariners. The mini ice-age took place during the Maunder Minimum when the
Thames froze over in winter, and fairs and markets were held on the ice. There
have been debates as to whether or not the lack of sunspots and aurorae was an
artifact of poor observing, especially in Europe in view of hostilities at that time.

However, Edmond Halley (who was commissioned a Captain in the Royal
Navy), during his voyages in the Atlantic Ocean to make magnetic measurements,
did not see his first aurorae until 5 March, 1716. Some think that had the aurora
been around to any great extent during the period of the Maunder Minimum then
Halley would surely either have seen it or heard about it. Thus, ground-based
observations of the aurora have assisted in studies of variations in solar activity.

It was ground-based observations that initially determined the existence of the
auroral oval of activity encircling the north magnetic pole, before it had been
photographed by satellites. United Kingdom ground-based and marine
observations have established the frequencies with which the auroral oval expands
into mid-latitudes in British waters; these data can be compared with magnetic and
solar records and earlier estimates improved. A similar exercise is being carried
out using data from Canadian and American meteorological observatories.

The locations of auroral observations have been plotted in terms of the
geometrically arranged lines of geomagnetic latitude and longitude, based on an
axis through the notional magnetic poles as if a bar magnet had been placed at the
centre of the Earth. Inspection of auroral observations made at Wick, Kirkwall and
Sumburgh in comparison with those made on equal nights by ships in the Baltic
and in Finland in particular, indicated that the storm aurora, when expanded
southward, was not following the lines of dipole magnetic latitude as hitherto
expected. A similar investigation compared Canadian, American and British
observations and again led to the conclusion that the aurora was not related to the
above magnetic latitudes.

The Earth’s magnetic field in space is modified by the particle streams coming
directly from the sun, leading to warping of the geomagnetic co-ordinates;
physicists calculate the lines of the corrected geomagnetic latitude and it is then
found that the auroral activity more clearly relates to these corrected values. Thus,
an observatory in America may have a geomagnetic latitude of 56° North, Fair Isle
(south of Shetland) may have a geomagnetic latitude of 62° North yet both have
the same corrected geomagnetic latitude of 57° North. It should be pointed out that
as the locations of the geomagnetic poles change with the centuries, so do
geomagnetic latitudes at any given location.

A further investigation of solar activity using British land and marine data
established the existence of two families of auroral activity, the one principally
related to the transient or explosive type of solar particle emission while the other
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was related to the coronal hole type of continuous particle emission, rotating with
the sun and causing recurrent activity, just as we are experiencing at the present
time.

Why observe and record the aurora? The above examples are intended to
indicate what can be done given adequate data on which to work. One never
knows how useful an observation might become in the future. At present, we are
investigating the Flash Aurora, an aurora that appears for a matter of seconds in an
otherwise empty sky, then disappears altogether. We are also investigating the
simultaneous appearance of noctilucent cloud (NLC) and aurora, something that
theorists thought ought not to happen, but it does. Sometimes an aurora appears
then disappears to be replaced by NLC, that in turn disappears and aurora reforms.
These observations are rare but when such occurrences take place there are
physicists who want to know about them.

Much of the present research into the aurora is carried out at high latitudes in
the auroral zone. Very little is made on the storm aurora at mid-latitudes as it
expands equatorwards, and that is where the land and marine volunteer observers
come in to maintain the record. The professional physicist is analogous to the
modern mariner who navigates using every electronic gadget that man can give
him, up in the auroral zone, while the mid-latitude observer is relying on star
sights and a magnetic compass like the mariners of old. In fact, the land-based
observer uses the cloud alidade like a sextant to measure auroral altitudes while his
compass, in the form of a magnetometer, tells him what the magnetic field is
doing.

The motto of the Royal Astronomical Society can be translated into ‘Observe
everything that shines!’ If you see an aurora, enjoy it as one of Nature’s wonders,
but please tell us about it.

Mr R.J. Livesey, C Eng, FICE, FIWES, FRAS

Ron Livesey, Director of the Aurora Section of the British Astronomical
Association, has been providing us with his stimulating tables and articles since
the July 1978 edition of The Marine Observer and, although he has now retired
from his full-time professional occupation as a Civil Engineer specialising in water
engineering, he intends devoting as much, if not more time to the business of
astronomy and the aurora. It will therefore be to our benefit that he has kindly
committed himself to keep up his aurora commentaries for this journal.

Ron Livesey retired officially on his 65th birthday on 11 February last, after a
career spent almost entirely with the Babtie Group of Consulting Engineers of
Glasgow, since he qualified as a Chartered Civil Engineer in 1957. He started out
with Babtie Shaw and Morton which is now a subsidiary company of the group,
and he retired as an Associate and Technical Director, acting more as a consulting
water engineer within the group, mainly giving advice and training to younger
engineers. He has dabbled, as he puts it, in dockyard and lighthouse engineering,
having been associated with marine works for the Old Clyde Lighthouse Trust and
the Basses lighthouses off the south-east coast of Sri Lanka.

Recent projects he has worked on have included inspection and certification of
the design of a 750 mm diameter high-pressure towns gas main in Hong Kong for
clients in Kowloon: upgrading of the City of Oxford waterworks to enable it to
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meet EC water quality standards: hydrological studies in connection with the
spillway for reconstruction of a dam at Kagara in Nigeria: and investigations into
control valve failures for various clients. Mr Livesey is amused to note that his last
project was similar to his first, the design and construction of river intakes for
hydro-electric schemes.

Ron Livesey says he originally Wanted to go to sea but chance put him into the
family business. He will now concentrate on astronomy and solar-terrestrial
physics which is all relevant to engineering and to public interest generally. Last
March he heard that the January 13 magnetic and solar particle storm knocked out
for keeps a $300 million Canadian telecommunications and TV satellite. ‘The old
sun has a few tricks left in her yet’.

His message to observers at sea is to keep reporting the aurora, and especially to
OWS Cumulus to keep going for she is about the only regular aurora observer
reporting to him at sea these days in the northern hemisphere. He is certainly
correct, but where have all the other observers of the heavenly displays gone? In
his first summary for 1976, Ron Livesey listed no fewer than 71 reports of aurora
received, of which 36 were from ordinary observing ships, the rest from the two
Ocean Weather Ships in service at the time. In 1993 the total was 17, only 8 of
which were from Selected Ships. He does not perceive any reduction in the annual
displays of aurora, only in the number of reports of them recorded by ships.

Ron Livesey and his wife Ena, being keenly interested in languages, have some
good laughs at the catch-phrases evolved by a number of TV weather presenters
and meteorologists in their respective vocabularies. The phrases are unlikely to be
found, they expect, in any glossary of meteorological terms published by the Met.
Office, but they have added colour to the public presentation of the weather as
viewed from their Edinburgh home.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
“Passenger pigeons”

The Al Shuhadaa is on the Great Circle track from the Gulf of Mexico to
Gibraltar, passing through the Azores. For the moment a huge anticyclone
stretches across the Atlantic, promising good, calm weather and the possibility of a
record-breaking passage. [ am hoping to save at least one day between LOOP* and
Kuwait on the charter time of 29 days. The vessel’s present trading pattern is
unlikely to change, with voyages from Kuwait to the U.S. Gulf coast or northern
Europe, via the Cape on the loaded passage, at a moderate speed of 13 knots;
returning through the Mediterranean and the Suez Canal at full speed of
approximately 15 knots overall.

Activities which help to pass the long weeks at sea include growing plants, and
the tomatoes are coming on a treat but they will never be considered as a
supplement to the ship’s normal provisions. The Mate is convinced that as they are
a second crop we won’t even be able to use them for chutney; however, watching
them grow is pleasure enough, especially as there are ample stocks in the ship’s
vegetable room.

* Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (off the Mississippi delta).
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Our resident pigeons have increased the size of their little flock. I am told that
the parent birds arrived in dribs and drabs about a year ago. The Bosun clipped
their wings, fed them and provided shelter in the form of a makeshift pigeon loft
on the poop deck. There were two young birds ready to take flight when I came
aboard, now a third chick has been added to their number which totals eight. As
the Bosun is due to leave the vessel soon, the Chief Officer has wisely instructed
him not to clip any of the birds’ wings, giving them a chance to leave for pastures
new, as and when. Perhaps it would have been wiser to have given the instruction
when the latest chick had grown a few feathers, because while passing Florida, just
days out from LOOP, seven of the eight birds disappeared one fine morning, and
are no doubt sunning themselves on the Miami beaches as I write, and counting
themselves jolly lucky too, with only the hen giving a thought to the little bird left
‘Home Alone’! If the poor blighter survives, perhaps he will be joined by other
birds blown off course when the ship is next off northern Europe.

Captain P.J. Ward, Master, Al Shuhadaa, Kuwait Oil Tanker Co.

Book Reviews

Lashing and Securing of Deck Cargoes by Captain John R. Knott, BA, FNIL
210 mm x 297 mm, 172 pp., illus. The Nautical Institute, 202 Lambeth Road,
London SE1 7LQ. Tel: 071-928 1351. Fax: 071-401 2537. Price: £21.00 to
Nautical Institute Members, £30.00 Non-members, Airmail £5.00 Europe, £7.50
World.

This is a book written by a Master Mariner for mariners who live in the real
world of practical seafaring; operators, charterers and stevedores might also find
reassurance that effective lashing need not cost the arm and a leg that could
possibly be lost as a result of crew having to turn to in order to re-secure deck
cargo that has come adrift in heavy weather. The general practice of seamen is,
however, not forgotten where subsidiary effects are concerned, such as care and
accessibility of sounding, air and ventilation pipes.

The seven chapters cover general guidelines and some of the international
regulations for securing of deck cargoes, as well as sections on lashing of specific
materials, the types and strengths of various materials and costs. There is a
particularly useful chapter on securing of containers on ships not built for the
purpose, information which may be much needed by crews of the many ships
which fall into this category. The feeling of good seamanship prevailing
throughout is enhanced by the many examples of how not to lash and the results of
insufficient attention to correct securing, supported by many salutary photographs
to prove the pomt

The book is suitably bound in stiff waterproof paperback, making it ideal for
dipping into for a quick reference ‘on the job’, and should cover the needs of those
in the act of having to decide how to secure an unfamiliar deck cargo.

Captain Knott’s experience in cargo ships and tankers, as harbour master in
British Guiana and as a cargo surveyor, to name but a few of the positions he has
held, has given him a special interest in ship structures and lashing and securing of
deck cargoes, and it would be worth all those needing further help in his speciality
to obtain a copy of this book.
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Llovd’s Maritime Atlas (17th Edition). 215 mm x 305 mm, vi + 64 pp. maps +
Geographic and Alphabetical indexes, illus. Lloyd’s of London Press, Sheepen
Place, Colchester, Essex CO3 3LP. Tel: 0206 772277. Fax: 0206 772118. Price:
£40.00.

This edition includes two hundred new ports and shipping places and the whole
now covers more than 3,000 ports throughout the world.

The numerous changes to country names, boundaries and borders occurring
over the past four years since publication of the previous edition are also faithfully
charted. Port facility coverage has been greatly expanded and the indexes carefully
revised, together with all the ocean maps, world maps and the port and waterway
statistic inserts.

With the inclusion of comprehensive distance tables between major world ports
and maps showing the main weather hazards over the oceans, as well as
International Load Line Zones, the Llovd’s Maritime Atlas remains a most useful
guide.

The Ships Atlas, 5th Edition. 215 mm x 305 mm, 75 four-tone maps, mainly
double-page, plus 50-page index, illus. Shipping Guides Ltd, Shipping Guides
House. 75 Bell Street, Reigate, Surrey RH2 7AN. Tel: 0737 242255.
Fax: 0737 222449. Price: £40.00 (£45.00 outside U.K.).

The Editors of this top-class publication have ceaselessly strived for
improvement since they produced the first edition only ten years ago, in response
to the suggestions of their extensive maritime clientele. This cross-fertilisation is
also an aspect they would like to continue, such a useful exchange of ideas being
justified to the full by the showing of this fifth edition.

Mainly on the advice of subscribers, the Editors have redrawn all the maps to
improve areas of coverage, with justifiable results. This includes attention to both
large and small scale maps with clear trading areas linked logically in an even
better fashion than before, even to the extent that most of the coasts of Spain
appear twice, each time in adequate scale. One map is in larger scale showing the
Atlantic coasts only and the Azores inset, and another in smaller scale to include
all of the western Mediterranean as far east as Monte Carlo in the north and
C. Bougaroni in the south. Inset into the 70 large format maps are more than 30
handy-sized maps of what the Editors call the ‘busy areas’, again, very usefully.

The map of World Load Line and International Time Zones is very clearly
produced and useful as a ready reference. However, the map of World Ocean
Currents and Prevailing Winds is perhaps of too small a scale to be comprehensive
enough to be of practical use to those who may need such information, and are
likely to have more detailed information on currents and winds to hand already.
Also to state that, during Northern Summer, the North Indian Ocean/China Sea
currents run counter to those shown [for Northern Winter] is too broad a
generalisation to be of practical use, and therefore this map could have been
excluded from this otherwise excellent publication.

All recent political changes, affecting coasts and boundaries, such as in the
former Soviet Union, Yugoslavia and Aruba, have been included, probably
making this atlas the most up-to-date of its kind available, and thus to be a
recommended holding in all ships’ and shipping operators’ libraries.
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Charting the Sea of Darkness — the Four Voyages of Henry Hudson by Donald S.
Johnson. 160 mm x 235 mm, 242 pp., illus. Waterline as an imprint of Airlife
Publishing Ltd, 101 Longden Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9EB. Tel: 0743 235651.
Fax: 0743 232944, Price: £21.95.

While sailing his schooner in the high latitudes near Hudson Bay, the American
author became fascinated by the life of this mysterious explorer, generally ignored
by historians in the past, and yet one who inspired tremendous admiration from his
contemporaries. Charting the Sea of Darkness gives us an entertaining insight into
Henry Hudson’s world, making use of his logs and those of his mate, Robert Juet,
and those of a passenger who sailed with him under the Dutch flag when Hudson
explored America’s east coast. The main interest in his life seems to be
compressed into the four years 1607 to 1610, towards the end of the Age of
Exploration, when he made four momentous voyages, principally in search of the
elusive north-west passage to Asia.

Hudson’s accounts of the richness and expanse of the land led to its colonization
by the Dutch. As a result of this settlement, many American traditions and ideals
were born. Whilst the explorer’s beginnings remain shrouded in mystery, his
untimely end is sufficiently well chronicled that we can be certain he died shortly
after being set adrift in the icy waters of the bay which bears his name, by a
mutinous crew in a small boat. This analogy with the fate of Captain Bligh, who
no doubt survived his ordeal due to being in a less frigid environment, is the more
remarkable for Hudson's end being so little publicised.

The book is well endowed with copies of old maps and drawings, linking the
carefully researched narrative about this adventurous man to produce an historical
account well worth looking into.

JETH.

Personalities

RETIREMENT — MR R.A. WILSON retired in 1992 as Senior Radio Officer on
R.M.S. St Helena, having spent thirteen of his thirty years at sea serving on the two
ships of that name.

Robert Wilson went to sea as a Radio Officer in the early 1960s and sent us
the first of 66 meteorological logbooks in which he was involved from the
F.T. Everard in November 1962. He was then appointed Radio Officer of the
Furness Withy Group’s Sagamore, an observing ship of 10,792 tons gross, in
which he experienced a violent storm, more of which we recount below as it seems
of particular interest. Between (966 and 1976 Robert Wilson sent in logs from five
different Union Castle Line ships, including Windsor Castle and Good Hope
Castle.

In July 1979 we received the first of his 38 logs from the original St Helena I,
which became St Helena Island in 1990 on the introduction of the new ship, to
which he later transferred in order to provide a further four logs before his
retirement. He received Excellent Awards on nine occasions for his efforts, all but
one of these being presented for his radio co-operation on the two St Helenas.

Robert’s wife, Christine, travelled with him on many of his voyages and some
of her experiences were published in the article by her husband in the April 1992
edition of this journal under the title Bottled messages from RM.S. St Helena. Since
retirement from the Curnow Shipping Company, Managers of the St Helena, the
couple have taken up full-time occupations of their own in ship modelling
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(‘Shellback Shipmodels’), painting and writing. They operate from their home,
‘Drumcliff’, 53 Woodcroft Close, Penwortham, Preston, Lancs.

Robert Wilson has vivid memories of the violent storm he experienced on the
Sagamore between 19 and 20 January 1965, on passage from Newport, Mon.
towards Savona, Italy. He recalls that his ship was carrying a cargo of four
thousand tons of coiled steel sheet as the seas started rising when they were
steaming at 11.2 knots, half-way across the Bay of Biscay, as they passed the
Liberian registered ship Pegasus, hove to and rolling heavily, at Noon on the 19th.
By the early moming of the 20th the Sagamore was also hove to, with the Master,
Captain W.F. Swann, estimating the seas at 40 to 50 feet in height. At about Noon
the ship encountered a wave considerably higher than normal. The ship scended
about three-quarters of the way up the wave and then the entire 400 feet of the
foredeck, including the forecastle samson posts 52 feet above the waterline, was
overwhelmed by the heavy seas. When the wave struck the ship was in hand
steering with Second Officer Geoff Usher (now Captain Usher, Plymouth
Polytechnic) at the wheel and the Captain and Wilson at the bridge windows.

The storm began to moderate the following day and passage was resumed, with
assessment of the storm damage revealing the remarkable power of the sea. Eleven
frames fractured, both forward derricks uprooted from their housings leaving holes
in the forecastle head, one derrick with a 90°-bend in it, the other banana-shaped.
The ship’s bell was ripped off its bracket and squashed flat and some forecastle
head rails were missing. Pounding had caused the cargo to shift aft, but more
important to the Radio Officer was that several radio equipment valves had been
pounded out of their sockets, and no meals were served for a time. Later, when
Captain Swann inspected the ship in drydock, he noticed that the forward samson
posts were bent aft, being about two feet out of true at the tops. Wilson kept in
touch with Captain Swann almost until the latter’s death in 1970, and he said he
remembered the storm until the end, and he had been at sea since 1924,

The path of the storm was well recorded in the Sagamore’s logbook extracted
from the Meteorological Archive, and it appears the officers did not miss
one synoptic hour observation during the storm’s passage. At 0600 GMT on
20 January 1965, the ship reported the wind as W’ly force 10 and pressure
977.7 mb. On the original shipping forecaster’s chart for the same time, the central
pressure of the depression over the southern Irish Sea was 960 mb.

We are very thankful to Mr Wilson for sharing this interesting experience with
us, and we wish Robert and Christine success in their new ventures since
retirement from the sea.

Notices to Marine Observers

APPOINTMENT OF PORT METEOROLOGICAL OFFICER, NORTH-
EAST ENGLAND

Captam G. Young has been appointed as Port Met. Officer at Middiesbrough, in
succession to Captain John Steel who has finally' taken up residence at the Hull
Port Met. Office.

Gordon Young was bomn in Edinburgh in January 1945 and received one year’s
pre-sea training at Leith Nautical College before joining Lyle Shipping Co. in
1961, remaining with that company until passing his First Mate’s Certificate in
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1967. He then served in various companies in oil tankers, gas carriers, general
cargo and offshore supply vessels, before joining Stephenson Clarke Shipping in
1975. Shortly after obtaining his Master’s Certificate in 1977 he was promoted to
command. His first meteorological logbook was sent from Shell Tankers’ Hyala
and he has received three Excellent Awards for his keen observing work, which
includes volunteering for recruitment the several Stephenson Clarke ships he has
commanded.

Since coming ashore in 1985, Captain Young has worked as a Safety Officer
with Santa Fe Offshore Construction Company and as a Quality Assurance/Safety
Manager with a road transport company specializing in the carriage of dangerous
liquids in containers world-wide.

GROUP BBXX TO PREFIX SHIP’S WEATHER MESSAGE

In addition to the code changes to be introduced on 2 November 1994,
foreshadowed in the last two editions of this journal, it has been agreed with the
World Meteorological Organization that United Kingdom VOF ships will begin
prefixing their weather messages with the symbolic letters BBXX as the first
group from that date. This group identifies the message as a SHIP report from a
sea station, differentiating it from the many other code versions which exist for the
use of the numerous types of reporting stations.

All observing ships are therefore asked to start their weather messages with this
group, entered before the call sign, from the same time as the other changes, 0000
UTC on 2 November 1994.

The new version of the meteorological logbook, Metform 911 A, containing all
the changes, will be gradually entering circulation by the time of publication of
this edition. Meanwhile, observers are requested to continue consumption of older
logs, adding the new and changed groups as necessary.

CHANGE OF UNITED KINGDOM TELEPHONE AREA CODES

New area codes are being introduced into the U.K. telephone network, starting on
1 August 1994, The old codes will be switched off on 16 April 1995, after which it
will only be possible to ring numbers using the new codes.

All area codes must have a figure ‘1’ inserted after the initial ‘0, e.g., area code
0803 becomes 01803. Codes for London and other large cities also change, for
instance 071 becomes 0171 and 081 becomes 0181.

The exceptions to this rule are for Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Nottingham and
Sheffield, which are given a new four-figure area code and an additional figure
prefixing the telephone number, thus:

Bristol 0272 xxxxxx becomes 0117 9xxxxxx
Leeds 0532 xxxxxx becomes 0113 2xxxxxx
Leicester 0533 xxxxxx becomes 0116 2xxxxxx
Nottingham 0602 xxxxxx becomes 0115 9xxxxxx
Sheffield 0742 xxxxxx becomes 0114 2xxxxxx

The code for international dialling changes from 010 to 00, bringing the U.K.
into line with the rest of Europe.
For further information, call Mercury FreeCall on 0500 04 1995.
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METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE — MARINE SERVICES
Chief Executive: Professor Julian C.R. Hunt, MA, PhD, FIMA, FRS

MARINE DIVISION

Headquarters: Met. Office, Observations (Marine), Scott
Building, Eastern Road, Bracknell, Berks RG12 2PW.
Telex: 849801 WEABKA G.

Captain Gordon V. Mackie, Marine Superintendent,

Branch Director, Observations (Marine).

Captain Stuart. M. Norwell, Deputy Marine Superintendent.
Captain John F.T. Houghton, Nautical Officer (Deputy Editor).
Captain Edward J. O’Sullivan, Nautical Officer (PMO Liaison).
Mr Geoffrey Allen, Scientific Officer (Technical).

Mrs Jan Freeman, Scientific Officer (Sub-Editor).

Port Meteorological Officers

South-east England: Captain Clive R. Downes, PMO,
Daneholes House, Hogg Lane, Grays, Essex RM17 SQH.

Bristol Channel: Captain Archie F. Ashton, PMO,
Cardiff Weather Centre, Southgate House,
Wood Street, Cardiff CF1 1IEW.

South-west England: Captain Douglas R. McWhan, PMO,
8 Viceroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre,
Millbrook Road East, Southampton SO15 1HY.

East England: Captain John Steel, PMO,
Customs Building, Albert Dock, Hull HU1 2DP.

North-west England: Captain James Williamson, PMO,
Royal Liver Building, Liverpool L3 1HU.

Scotland and N, Ireland: Captain Austin P. Maytham, PMO,

Telephone*

01344 420242

01344 855654
01344 855913
01344 855652
01344 855915
01344 855914

01375 378369

01222 221423

01703 220632

01482 20158

0151-236 6565

Navy Buildings, Eldon Street, Greenock, Strathclyde PA16 7SL. 01475 724700

North-east England: Captain Gordon Young, PMO,

Room D418, Corporation House, 73-75 Albert Road,

Middlesbrough, Cleveland TS1 2RZ. 01642 231622
COMMERCIAL SERVICES

Marine and Legal Consultancy Services: Met. Office,

Johnson House, London Road, Bracknell, Berks RG12 2SY. 01344 854981

Mr Jack S. Hopkins, Manager, Marine Consultancy Service. 01344 856684

Mr Colin R. Heaton, Marine Enquiries. 01344 854562

International Forecasting Unit (IFU): Met. Office,

London Road, Bracknell, Berks RGi2 2UR.

Mr Richard J. Young, Head of IFU. 01344 854662

Sea Ice Unit. 01344 856632

Captain Michael L. Bechley, METROUTE Ship Routeing Unit 01344 854904

Captain Tim D. Corbett, METROUTE Ship Routeing Unit.

Captain John A. Doody, METROUTE Ship Routeing Unit.
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Facsimile*

01344 854412

01344 855921

01935411281

01375 379320

01222 225295

01703 337341

01482 28957

0151-227 4762

01475 892879

01642 242676

01344 854906

01344 854093
01344 854412

01344 856521



Mr Stephen J. Johnson. METROUTE Ship Routeing Unit.
Captain John R. Pinteau. METROUTE Ship Routeing Unit.

Market Sector Manager — Sea Transport:
Captain Donald J. Hewitt, Met. Office, Johnson House.
London Road. Bracknell. Berks RG12 2SY.

OFFSHORE ADVISERS

Offshore Observing Adviser: Mr lain J. Hendry. Aberdeen
Weather Centre. Seaforth Centre, Lime Street.
Aberdeen AB2 IBJ. Telex: AA 73446/7.

Offshore Network Advisor: Mr Stephen R. Haynes. Met.
Office. Observation Provision. L.ondon Road. Bracknell.
Berks RGi2 2SZ. Telex 849801 WEABKA G.

Telephone*

01344 854904

01344 854982

01224 210573

Facsimile*
01344 856521
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01224 210575
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*United Kingdom telephone area codes are being changed from 1 August 1994 onwards by the
addition of a figure | after the O prefix. The previous codes expire on 16 April 1995.

PORT MET OFFICERS OVERSEAS

AUSTRALIA — Headquarters: Mr A.D. (Tony) Baxter. Bureau
of Meteorology. Regional Office for Victoria. 26th Floor.

150 Lonsdale Street. Melbourne. Vic. 3000.

Telex: AA 33195.

Fremantle: Captain Alan H. Pickles, Port Met. Agent,
Stirling Marine. 17 Mews Road, Fremantle. WA 6160.
Telex: 92821. (Tel. after hours: (09) 33566700.)

Melbourne: Mr Michael J. Hills. PMA. Pier 14, Victoria
Dock. Melbourne, Vic. 3001. Telex: AA [51586.

Sydney: Captain E.E. (Taffy) Rowlands, PMA, NSW Regional
Office, Bureau of Meteorology, 580 George Street,
Sydney. NSW 2000, Telex: AA 24640.

CANADA — Superintendent: Mr Ronald Fordyce. Supt. Marine
Data Unit. Environment Canada. Port Met. Office, 100 East
Port Bivd., Hamilton, Ontario L8H 7S4.

Halifax: Mr Randy Sheppard, Environment Canada. 1496 Bedford
Highway. Bedford, Nova Scotia B4A 1ES. Telex: 01 21777.

Montreal: Mr Denis Blanchard, Environment Canada,
100 Alexis Nihon Boulevard. 3rd Fl.. Ville St. Laurent,
Quebec H4M 2N6. Telex: 05 827697.

St. John’s: Mr Darryl Miller, PMO. Environment Canada.
POB 21130. Postal Station ‘B’, St. John's,
Newtfoundland A1A 5B2.

Toronto: Port Met. Officer, Environment Canada, 25 St. Clair
Avenue East. Toronto. Ontario M4T IM2. Telex: 06 23601,
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Telephone

(03) 669 4000

(09) 335 8444

(03)629 1810

(02) 269 8555

905-312-0900

902-426-6703

514-283-6325

709-772-4798

416-973-5809

Facsimile

(03) 663 2059

(09) 335 3286

(02) 269-8589

905-312-0730



Vancouver: Mr Bob McArter, PMO, Environment Canada,

Suite 700-1200, W. 73rd Avenue, Vancouver, British

Columbia V6P 6H9.Telex: 04 508556.

DENMARK — Copenhagen: Commander Lutz O.R. Niegsch,

Danmarks Meteorologiske Institut, Lyngbyvei 100,

DK-2100, Copenhagen. Telex: 27 138 metin.

FALKLANDS: Captain R. Gorbutt, Marine Officer,

Fishery Protection Office, Stanley. Falkland Is.

Telex: 2426 FISHDIR FK.

FRANCE — Le Havre: Mr Yann Prigent. Station

Météorologique. Nouveau Semaphore. Quai des Abeilles,

76600 Le Havre.

Marseilles (also Fos): Mr P. Coulon. Station
Météorologique de Marseille-Port. 12 rue Saint Cassien.

13002 Marseille.

GERMANY — Bremerhaven: Mr Henning Hesse. Wetterwarte,

An der neuen Schleuse, Bremerhaven. Telex: 23885().

Hamburg: Mr Jurgen Giihne, Seewetteramt. Bernhard
Nocht-Strasse 76. Hamburg. Telex: 215515.

GIBRALTAR: Principal Met. Officer, Meteorological

Office, RAF Gibraltar, BFPO 52.

GREECE — Piraeus: Mr George E. Kassimidis, Chief,
Marine Meteorological Branch, Hellenic National

Meteorological Service, Athens 16603, Telex: 215255,

HONG KONG: Mr S F. Ip. PMO, Room 1454, Straight Block.
14/F Ocean Centre, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon. Telex: 54777.

JAPAN — Tokyo: Mr Tetsua Uwai, Japan Meteorological
Agency. Otemachi. Chiyoda-ku. Tokyo 100.

Yokohama: Mr Masao Tomita, Director. Yokohama Local Met.

Observatory, 99 Yamate-cho, Naka-ku. Yokohama.

Telex: 222 2163.

KENYA — Mombasa: Mr Ali J. Mafimbo, PMO,

PO Box 98512, Mombasa.

MAURITIUS — Port Louis: Mr S. Ragoonaden.

Meteorological Services. St. Paul Road, Vacoas, Mauritius.

Telex: 4722 METEO 1W.

NETHERLANDS — All Ports: Mr John W. Schaap, PMO.

KNMI/Stationzaken. Wilhelminalaan 10. postbus 201.

3730 AE De Bilt. Telex: 47096 nl.

NEW ZEALAND — Wellington: (for all New Zealand ports)
Ms Julie Fletcher, Marine Met. Officer, Met. Service of

New Zealand Ltd. Tahi Road Extension. POB 1515,

Paraparaumu Beach 6450. Telex: NZ 30636.
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Telephone Facsimile

604-664-9136

39157500 39157300

27260 27265

35.42.21.06 35.41.31.19

91.91.46.51, poste 336

(0471)72220  (0471) 76647

040-319 08826 040-319 08803

53419 53474

(01962 1116
(01)962 8950  (01) 962 8952

9226 3108 3757555

{(03)-212-8341

(045)-621-1991

(11) 25685
(11) 433440

686 1031/1032 686 1033

(030)206 391  (030) 210 849

(644) 297 3237, (644) 297 3568



Telephone Facsimile
NORWAY — Bergen: Mr Tor Inge Mathiesen, PMO,
Norwegian Meteorological Institute, Allégaten 70,

N-5007 Bergen. Telex: 40427 - 42239, 552366 00 55236703
POLAND — Gdynia and Gdansk: Mgr J6zef Kowalewski,

PMO, Waszyngtona 42, 81-342 Gdynia. Telex: 054216. 58-20-52-21 58-20-71-01
SAUDI ARABIA — Jeddah: Mr Mahmud Rajkhan, PMO, National

Meteorological Environment Centre, Jeddah. Telex: 601236. (02) 683-4444 ext.325

SINGAPORE: Mr Edmund Lee Mun San, Port. Met. Supervisor,
Meteorological Service, PO Box 8, Singapore Changi

Airport, Singapore 9181. Telex: RS 50345 METSIN. 5457198 5457192
SOUTH AFRICA — Cape Town: Mr C. Sydney Marais, PMO,

c/o Weather Office, D.F. Malan Airport 7525. 021934 0450/1/8/9 ext.213
Telex: 527101 METCT SA. 021 934 3296

Durban: Mr Gus McKay, PMO, Meteorological Office,
Louis Botha Airport, Durban 4029. Telex: 624132. 031-422960 031-426830

TANZANIA - Dar Es Salaam: Mr H. Charles Mwakitosi, PMO,
PO Box 3056, Dar Es Salaam.

U.S.A. — Headquarters: Mr Vincent Zegowitz, Marine Obs.
Program Leader, National Weather Service, NOAA, SMCC2
#17312, 1325 East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 301-713-1724  301-713-0959

Editor, Mariners Weather Log: Mr Richard DeAngelis,
NODC, 1825 Connecticut Av., NW, Washington DC 20235. 202-606-4561  202-606-4586

Anchorage: Marine Program Manager, Alaska Region, NWS,
222 West 7th Avenue #23, Anchorage, AK 99513-7575. 907-271-5121

Baltimore: Mr James Saunders, PMO, NWS, NOAA, Weather
Service Office, BWI Airport, Baltimore, MD 21240. 410-850-0529 410-859-5129

Chicago: See Romeoville.

Cleveland: Mr George Smith, PMO, NWS, NOAA, Hopkins

International Airport, Federal Facilities Building,

Cleveland, OH 44135. 216-265-2374  216-265-2373

Honolulu: PMO, Pacific Region, NWS, NOAA, Prince Kuhio
Fed. Bidg., Room 411, PO Box 50027, Honolulu, HI 96850. 808-541-1670

Jacksonville: Mr Lawrence Cain, PMO, NWS, NOAA,
Jacksonville International Airport, Box 18367,
Jacksonville, Florida 32229. 904-741-4370  904-741-0078

Kodiak: Mr Duane Carpenter, MIC, NWS, NOAA, Box 37,
USCG Base, Kodiak, AK 99619. 907-487-2102/4338

Long Beach/Los Angeles: Mr Robert Webster, PMO, NWS,
NOAA, 501 West Ocean Boulevard, Room 4480, Long Beach,
CA 90802-4213. Telex: 7402731. 310-980-4090  370-980-4089

Miami: See Port Everglades.
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Newark: Mr Martin Bonk, PMO, NWS, NOAA, Building 51,
Newark International Airport, Newark, NJ 07114.

New Orleans: Mr Jack Warrelmann, PMO, NWS, NOAA,
Internationa! Airport, Moisant Field, Box 20026,
New Orleans, LA 70141.

New York: Mr Dan Pero, PMO, NWS, NOAA,
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, NY 10112.

Norfolk: PMO, NWS, NOAA, Norfolk International Airport,
Norfolk VA 23518.

Oakland: Mr Robert Novak, PMO, NWS, NOAA, 1301 Clay
Street, Suite 1190N, CA 94612-5217.

Telex: 7402795 WPMO UC.

Port Everglades: Mr Charles Henson, PMO, NWS/NOAA,
2550 Eisenhower Boulevard, Suite 312, PO Box 165195,

Port Everglades, FL 3331i6.

Romeoville (for Chicago): Mr Bob Collins, PMO, NWS,
NOAA, 333 West University Drive, Romeoville, IL 60441.

San Francisco: See Oakland.

Seattle: Mr David Bakeman, PMO, NWS, NOAA. 7600 Sand
Point Way N.E., BIN C15700, Seattle, WA 981 15.

Texas: MrJim Nelson, PMO, NWS, NOAA. Houston Area
Weather Office, 1620 Gill Road, Dickinson TX 77539-3409.

Valdez: Mr Lynn Chrystal, OIC, NWS, NOAA, Box 427.
Valdez, AK 99686.
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Telephone

201-645-6188

504-589-4839

212-399-5569

804-441-6326

510-637-2960

305-463-4271

815-834-0600

206-526-6100

713-534-2640

907-835-4505

Facsimile

201-623-8771

212-974-8329

804-441-6495

510-637-2961

305-462-8963

815-834-0645

206-526-6094

713-337-3798
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