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Sunnier than average in most areas. 

Relatively high pressure on the first 4 days was fol- Scotland and Northern Ireland. At Teignmouth row and Wembley, and large hailstones fell Ux-at
10th; (Devon)lowed by troughs of low pressure until the only 9.9 mm of rain (17 per cent of aver- bridge where, at Honeycroft Nursery, 34 mm of 

these troughs of low pressure were associated with age) were recorded during the whole month; this rain were recorded in 35 Aminutes. rainfall of 
depressions to the the British Isles. During is the lowest May herewest of rainfall since continuous this intensity is 'remarkable'.classified as 
the next 10 days or so the country was domina- records commenced in 1910. On the other hand 


Sunshine 

ted first by an anticyclone and then by a ridge of the average was exceeded by 50 per cent in a few 


high pressure separated by a cyclonic interlude small areas in Greater London, Sussex, Ross and 
Amounts of sunshine were above average in Wales, 

from the 15th to 17th. On the 21st low pressure Cromarty and the Shetland Islands. The first 5 over most of England and in much of Scotland a-
high days from few inreturned and continued until a ridge of pres- of the month were dry almost everywhere. part a places the north and west. 

31st. On 6th Some in Scotland
sure developed over the country on the the showers or outbreaks of rain with loc- areas east and north-east Eng-

al thunderstorms occurred over much of England, land were much sunnier than average; here a few 
Weather 


Wales had May for 25
and southern Scotland; these thunderstorms places their sunniest over years 

It month generally, and unusually so
was a sunny led to minor flooding in several localities including and one or two stations recorded about 250 hours 

England. Weatherin east Scotland and north-east Portsmouth and Bath, and also in the west Mid- of sunshine. Durham with 258.8 hours of sun-
half of the country was mainly hadin the northern lands where a house at Admaston (Shropshire) shine its sunniest May since records began in 

was 

changeable but some southern areas had spells of struck by lightning damaged. On 1886 and Marchmont (Berwickshire) 237.8
and the next day with 
almost dry weather. Much of the rainfall was of prolonged rain, which was sometimes heavy and 

hours equalled its highest May sunshine total (in 

a showery nature and most of the rain in the 
thundery, occurred in southern and Eng-

1901) since records commenced in 1881. SomeeasternSlightfell in a few thundery outbreaks. land; Press, localities in Midlands theirsouth according to the large numbers of the recorded sunniest 

Scot-
the peaks of the snow showers occurred on hailstones 'the size of pennies' (2 diam- May for over 20 years but, on the other hand,new cm 

on thetish around mid-month and in Northern Irelandmountains eter) occurred at Ilkley (West Riding of Yorkshire) amounts of sunshine were 

27th. 
 little belowand many parts of the town suffered minor flood- mostly a average. 

Wind ing. Numerous places had little or no rainfall Fog 
from the 8th to 14thfresh in and, after a changeable spellAlthough winds were often or strong 
from the 15th to 17th, Local early morning fog patches occurred in most 

force, many southern and east-districts they seldom reached gale dawnnorthern areas at times during the month but around 
how- ern areas were again virtually dry until the 23rd 

in Gales were reported, England;except locally gusts. on the 15th fog affected much of eastern 
from when rain occurred over much of the country with9th/10th 16th one or two 

ever, on the and this fog was particularly dense in East Anglia but
thunderstorms in the Midlands, West CountryEngland, andin Scotland and northernexposed places Scotland. Overnight 24th/25th 

it cleared fairly quickly during the morning. Sea 
eastern theIn of England and on per-

mainly on high ground. parts iods fog affected coasts bordering the North Sea on 

force of prolonged rain accompanied by thunder-


Wales the 6th wind speeds exceeded gale the 8th, 12th, 13th 15th, hillon and and and coast-storms in the Midlands and southern England led 
or thunderstorms.in gusts near heavy showers local flooding. The al fog were widespread in southern and westernto London area was especially 

areas of England and Wales on the 10th, 11th andTemperature affected; minor flooding fromwas reported east 30th.
London, lightning damaged houses in Har-temperature was near slightlymeanIn most areas monthly 


in Scotland were
two placesoraverage but one 

more than 1 degC warmer than average. The 
1Table District Values May, 1971

frost at night in partsmonth began cool with air 
°C mean 

of Scotland the 5th, although it became warm air temperature 30 cm rainuntil sun.rain-

by day the 3rd away from coastal areas. The days fall shine
on District min. Cmax mean tempHigh Lowestthan6th 18th was generally warmer av-
period to 

Max. " Min. " fromdifference %average le of averagedistricts were often cool anderage, but coastal 
frost recur-cool nights; air 0 Scotland Nthere were some very 20.0 +0.4 +1.2 +0.6 +1.0 0 114 102-

red in Scotland on the 13th and 14th and ground 
1 Scotland E 20.0

in the United Kingdom on +1.7 +1.5 +0.5 +1.0 +0.8 -1 85 126frost was widespread 

the 17th 18th. The remainder of the month 2 England NE 22.8 +0.4 -0.1 +0.1 +1.0 81 130and -2.8 -2 
England continuedWas cool although southern 3 England E 23.3 +0.3 +0.1 +0.2 +0.4 81 116

22nd. During this last per- -1.7 -1 
Warm by day until the 

4 Midlands 21.6 0.0times in +0.6 +0.3 +0.8 77 122frost was recorded at parts -2.1 -2iod, slight air 

frost occurred widely in 5 England SE 24.0 +0.4 +0.2 +0.3 +0.4 0
of Scotland and ground -1.1 110 111 

21st.dawnEngland and Wales around on the Scotland 19.7 0.06 W -1.9 +0.1 +0.1 +0.5 +1 79 106 
Rainfall 7 Eng NW Wales N 21.6 0.0 +0.6- +0.3 +0.5 +0.5 69 106-1Althoughdrier than average.Most districts were 8 Eng SW Wales S 22.1- -1.6 +0.7 +0.1 +0.4 +0.3 69 119less than the aver- -2deficits mainly small, half 

were 
Eng- N Ireland 20.0in parts of south-west +0.2 1 85 89i4ge rainfall occurred -0.2 -o. -0.1 - -2 

Devon), the south Midlands,land (notably in south Scotland 20.0 
-1.9 +0.9 +0.4 +0.7 0 94 111England. -Wales the adjacent counties ofnorth and Eng Wales 24.0 

of Man in small areas of south-west - -2.8 +0.5 +0.1 +0.3 - -1 79 117he Isle and 

"H, 
 ghest max and lowest min. of the District Value Stations. 
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