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DECEMBER, 1924: WARM, GENERALLY WET AND STORMY. 
I General. 	 milli l". nnliti-)n,. with frequent strong winds and 46i°F) : and t ho sI ; tl1e-t exet"ss 1.3°F. in till. t'hauua Isle (aa"au--Unsettled, . . 

les during the second half characterised the weather of the month. teunpurature 47-6'F. ) During the Ist.. 3rd and 4th weeks tIu" no"a11 
At the beginning of the month unsettled conditions associated with temperature was above normal in all districts ; during, the second weak 

to depression off the west coast of Iceland prevailed the mean temperature was below in three dlsiriets. During thecondaries it normal 
the British Ish-s Heavy rain occurred locally and mist, fog fog on the Will and 1Ith tnaxitnuw temperatures below : t5 F. wereer 

On deep 	 lowd low cloud were prevalent. the 5th a and vigorus 	 regiterd t $tatiOIW, \Ci1e- and \\llingtom the muxiressure . 
centred off S. W. Iceland moved northwards. reading oil the 10t1i 	 was 3.2°F. In Scotland the ºuonth was tilt, mildestsystem 

the Decem; her EdinburghSecondaries to this system travelled north-eastwards across experienced for at least. 60 years. at the only
Decembers beenBritish Isles. causing stroing southerly or south-westerly winds reaching 	 milder sine. I800 appear to have those of 184: 1 and 

18:, 7.force in the Channel and at coastal stations, and accompaniedgale While 	 being 'l'11("by heavy rainfall in places. unsettled conditions were extrelue screen temperatures for tilt- Mouth wire :-tl: uelatul 
the north-west coasts and gales were occurring at and Wales) 59°F. at Colwyn Bay on the 12111 and 23°F. at Addingtononexperienced

Fa 	 the 1Iebrides. a ridge of high pressure inoved across hills on the I Ith : (Scotland). 69°F. at ('olmtonclI on the. 23rd andthe roes and 
England on the 7th. giving fine weather. On the loth a large continental 23°F. at Balmoral oil the 15th, (Ireland). 58°F. at Newcastle 

westwards to the British Isles, which la} wider a (1\'ieklow) on tilt, 2nd. at Glasnevin the 17th, Dublin ('it on theextended 	 on;anticyclone fog in E. 	 S. E. England. During 23rd.inland 	 thick and and 30°l"', at \farkree Castle oil the 26th and 31st, said Atpall of inist 	 with 
Newtownforbesfew days, shallow secondaries skirted the north and west. 	 on the. 31st.the next dull 	 Ioeal Froststhe British Isles. and conditions were and mild with 	 (, round were reported oil several occasions. 'I'll(, grasscoasts of 

drizzle. The 	 improved temporarily on the 14th and miniuunn temperature at SoutIi Farnborough the ](Jill was as lowweather 	 ollorrain 
16th. During the next few days the weather was drier 	 as 15`F.theonagain 

(except the west), but on the 22nd, secondaries to a deep Precipitation. 	 in districtsin England 	 was Above normal all--I'rrcipitutiom 
depression off the S. \V. Of Iceland gave rise to very unsettled weather except in England N. E. and the Channel Isles. Areas where the 

being fromthe British isles, gales reported 	 exposed places. rainfall was less than normal comprised : in l-: nglaud. the east coast,over depressions crossed the, British Isles, the 	 theAssociated with secondary which a portion of northern midlands, a small area on north-east 
fell on the 27th over a wide area, and Hail and sleet occurred locally coast, and parts of Devon and Somerset : in Scotland. the northern 

inrain The gales were particularly severe 	 and In the low-lying districts Moray Banffin the north and north-west. 	 eastern coast.. of and 
h. 

the English Channel. where the force at times reached about 60 ni. p. the rainfall was less than half the uorual. .. (ordou t'aºstle tilt, snºall
duringimprovement in the weather was followed the total 24nun. hardly than 	 the theA temporary of was more one-third of normal :utd 

last few days of the month by a fresh series of secondaries, very storey smallest rainfall recorded for December since 11105. In ill(- Upper 
the British Isles. Thames Valley, in Sussex Kent. in the Lake Districtbeing again experienced over 	 parts of andweather 

the month is illustrated by the following in 	 Wales. in theThe general character of and Southern north-west, central regions and south 
Copdock,taken from 	 the observer" notes : -Another wet of Scotland. and in central Ireland precipitation was greater than 1:in

remarks 

but the snnnieºtt December in my records except 1904 and per cent. of the normal. In no district, however, did precipitation


inonth, 
land is 	 all round. Hodsock, 200 the During the first three1917. The completely water-logged - exceed per cent.. of normal. weeks 

Mean temperature below but
A very warm month especially at nights. not of the month precipitation was mainly normal was above 

had Decemberhigh as in 1900. but we have never a 	 before normal in all districts during the fourth week.soquite 
at least two mighty with the temperature in the screen below Associated with the depression which approached Scotland from 

without 
:32°. Meftham, -Equally wann with Deeetnber 1900. and with that the west on the night of the 12th-13th, heavy rain fell along the west 

the warmest in my record of 47 years- Lash nine days very coasts of Ireland and Scotland : 11! hunt. wert recorded Kinloehquoioh, 
exception like December. 1921. No this quarter. Newport 79nun. Ardgour. 50nun Achnashellaeh. 44twu. 	 Onich insnow 	 atand wt's 	 at atstormy 

Wight). wet and wild month. becoming stormy towards Scotland \V., 41mm at Blacksod and 39nuu at. Mallarany on the west(I. 	 of -A 
Southport. most southerly December since the coast of Ireland. Heavy rain again occurred in Scotland on theits close. -The 

was erected in 1898 and the warntest with one exception 26th. Greenock reporting 56nun.. Esk(lalemuir 54mm. and l'. rieff
anemograph

during 54 years observations. 	 Wet but sunny. Not a single 38nnu. During the last few days of the month there was extensivtc(1898) 

frost. Torquay, --Generally unsettled, exceptionally wet, flooding in various parts of the country.
ground 

with frequent and heavy gales. Sunslmte normal and an absence With tilt' exception of souse snow and sleet which fell it (ºuudle 

frosts. island Eriska (Argyll). --Last week of month very stormy--- and \Vislt"y the 13th. very little was reported until tilt- endnu snow
of thunder lightning. Heavy the fell in
snow- with and 	 snow on of month, "hem showers of snow and sleet many parts ofsleet. anilrain. 
surrounding hills. Lerwick, - the chief characteristics of the month Scotland and at a few places in England and Ireland. "" Snow lying" 


with December 1923. have been lesser sunshine, to it depth of 2 or 3 inches was reported from a few places in northern
comparedas high icmperaturt". 	 I'ortree Englandfr''quelicy of gales and a very 	 and in Scotland. 
greater thunder 'r 	 ThunderstormsExceptionally wet and stormy mouth with on slays. 	 occurred sporadically in the British Isles tlntcon(Skye)" 


\fanae (H, greater part of the month was nth, 21st. 22nd, 23rd, '24th, 27th, 30th and :iIst. In Scotland they
Kobaston 	 -The 
Early 	 bloom.mild. primroses in occurred on 	 every tiny from. the 271h onwards, chiefly towards theremarkably 	 belowWinds. 	 mean pressure was normal generally. north-west.Pressure and 	 ---The fixed hours fromatThe deviation of monthly means of pressure 	 the Sunshine. the month by---Although 	 was characterised very unsettledfrom 	 tub. at Stornoway to +3.1mb. atvaried -6.2 	 conditions and by the passage of frequent depressions, fewnormal 	 a veryThe isobars ran from south-west to north-east, the days 	 theYarmouth. 	 sºuiuy occurred so that duration 

being decidedly 	 of sunshine was above normal
for winds 	 steep compared with it,south-westerly 	 all distets except in England N. E. in Scotland W. The largestgradient 	 anddepressionsThe of 	 and their attendant secondaries 

the normal. number 	
be mean tinily (0v62 hr. ) Occurred in the Channel isles and theexcess 

large, 	 the result that a number of them had to omitted largest
was very with 	 deficiency (0-09 hr. ) ill Scotland W. The Channel Islesdepressions. Theshowing the 	 movement of had -from the monthly chart 	 29 per cent. of possible duration, Scotland K. \\'.1035mh. Shoehurvness. Kew. Croydon, 	 while and was 	 athighest recorded pressure 	 lowest 960mb. 

had only 12 per cennt. The duration of sunshine was below normalDungeness on the 20th. and the was 	 atBiggin Bill 	 and during the 3rd to loth but inweek 	 above normal the remaining weeksthe 27th. 
a off, erwick on 	

were frequent throughout the mouth, especially 
of the month. Records of 6-7 hours were obtained in number 

1 

High wind and gales 	 the 5th, 6th. 29th.places on 	 14th
British isles. The last 	 and 

in the north and north-west of the 	 week of 
Fog. 	 featurefeaturewinds 	 ofo the nfog v of fogparticularly stonily. Strong southerly over - .\ mutable 	 monthl "ax the prevalencewasmonththe 	 an-Intense high inEuin widely eonsthe 	 prevailed and around London 

k Aouthern) Sc tlaiid violent galesfwere e experienced 	 on the afternoon tf the 22nd. With the extension westwards of the 
(TracS 

22nd. 23rd. 2 6th, 7th , 'nth and 31st. \ wind of 90 m. p. h. 	 continental cyclone Oil be loth. the foggy conditions prevailent on16th, 	 ., 
Lerwick on the 25th during the passage of the the voidlnennt s 1gtread to 	 En l and, and the 10th and ]Jill, the fogon 	 wasoccurred atin a gust 	 especially dense. IliTrack H. S(altth -westerly winds of about 60 m. p. h. 	 many places traffic was considerably interrupted,

depression 	 and in in
in the English Channel on the 27th. Gusts of 79 m. p. h. some areas anti around London it was almost entirely

oaourred Edinburgh on the 27th and nit the 29th (Track 1). suspended. At llauupstead the fog persisted for 62 hours.at 	 ,recorded Shoehuryness 	 the 31st (Track K). It Miscellaneous Phenomena.were 
occurred at on 	 HalosA heavy squall - were observed on several 


for about ten minutes and the maximum wind speed attained occasions. 1 p; irhelion observed at Ross-on-Wye the 1st.
lasted 	 was oft 
73 p. h. A gush of 74 m ph. at Lerwick was associated with Aurorae were observed at Gordon Castle 	 the 20th. Lerwickm. on at
Wag depression Track G. the 21st
of the 	 on and at Sumburgh Head the 23rd. The Zodiacal Light.passage 	 on 

temperature 	 Districts 1-10 44.9ýF.,ehe 
Temperature. -The mean of was was observed oil seven exicasiuns at Oxford and at. Wadhurst (Sussex)

district being above normal, the largest, excess, 5-2'F., on the 19th and 22n(1. The Zodiacal Light ]landof each 	 and were observedthat 	 in Scotland N. E. (mesa temperature 44'F. \\ 
being eperienced and 	 at adhuret on the 19th. 22nd and 31st and at Oxford on the 30th. 

in England 	 '4. W. (mean temperature Ulloa Ring43'F_ respectively) and 	 s was observed at Stwkin on the 9th. 
and 
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