





















































The group appeared to be playing, with young and adults riding the bow
wave. The vessel was approximately 40 n. mile north of Cape Town at the time.

Several birds were also observed at the time, amongst which were numerous
Cape Gannets and Southern Giant Petrels, one Blackbrowed Albatross and two
smaller birds which were thought to be Cory’s Shearwaters.

Weather conditions: dry bulb 160 ¢, wet bulb 153, sea temperature 17-0,
barometric pressure 1016:7 mb, wind N'w, force 2—3, shght sea, low swell.

Course 142° and speed 195 knots.

Position of ship: 33° 34's, 17° 48'E,

Note. Mr D. A. McBrearty, of the Department of Anatomy, University of Cambridge, comments
as follows:

“There are several features of this report which I find somewhat confusing. The colour pattern
1s certainly most odd—light upper parts with dark bellies is the opposite of most known species.
My first impression of the antrnals with a squarish, white forchead and dark, curved dorsal fin is
that it is Risso’s dolphin (Grampus griseus). This dolphin is quite robust, giving the impression
of being large, but it does not generally exceed 4 metres. The largest cetacean that I know of which
will regularly bowride is Pseudorca (about 6 metres); pilot whales will occasionally bowride, but
not often, and both these animals are black above and on the flanks.

‘' am intrigued by the two “young” in the group which had “white foreheads and no dorsal fin”.
In the cold waters of the Benguela Current such a description would fit the southern right whale
dolphin (Lissodelphis peront), a bowriding species about 2 metres in length and one which is known
to associate with pilot whales. I suggest the observers take a look at the photograph opposite page
32 in The Manne Observer, No. 275, January 1982 to see if this was their young animal.’

BIRDS
North Atlantic Ocean

m.v. London Enterprise. Captain A. D. Gillie. Teesport to Freeport (Texas)
and Dos Bocas (Mexico) to Trieste. Observers: Mr M. J. Webber and Mr
K. Hewlett, 3rd Officers.

29 May 1984, 2230 GMT. At the above time five birds alighted on the maindeck
from an easterly direction. They were white in colour and looked to be of the
heron family. It was estimated that they were about one metre in length with
a similar wingspan. They all had yellow beaks and a yellow/brown crest which
continued as a light brown streak down the middle of the back. The length of
this streak varied from bird to bird. The legs also differed in colour, one bird’s
being coloured the same as the beak, whilst the others were a charcoal grey.
This group remained on the vessel for some 10 minutes but they were disturbed
by the pounding feet of the vessel’s jogger on his daily mini-marathon; as they
took flight this group was joined by a further pair. Some three minutes later,
after having circled the vessel, the enlarged group was joined by a further pair
and the whole flock then flew off in a Nw’ly direction. The observers were in
two minds as to whether these birds were egrets or small herons. The winds
at the time were variable, force 2—3.

28 June 1984. The birds sighted on 29 May were observed frequently again
across the Gulf of Mexico and Florida Strait. Once the vessel entered the Atlantic
beyond the Bahamas there were no further sightings of these birds except for
one individual which remained with the vessel. At no time had it been seen
feeding and it seemed reluctant to venture further than about 4 n. mile from
the ship. It was expected to disappear when the vessel passed approximately
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Its length was approximately 50 cm and wingspan approximately 1 metre. The
top of the wings and the tail were light grey in colour and the neck and stomach
were white. The back and top of the head were dark black and the bill was black
and thick. The sighting was thought to have been of a common tern.

Position of ship: 37° 12'N, 06° 21'E.

Note. Captain A. S. Young, of the Royal Naval Birdwatching Society, comments as follows:

‘I think this tern is more likely to be Sandwich (Sterna sandvicensis) or Gull Billed (Sterna
nilotica) in breeding plumage, both being larger and somewhat heavier than the common tern
(Sterna hirundo). The Gull Billed has a distinctly heavy black Bill, as noted, and also a fairly
shallow fork to the tail.’

North and South Pacific Oceans

m.v. E. W. Beatty. Captain R. Headrick. Kaohsiung to Newcastle (N.S.W.)
and Newcastle to South Korea. Observers: the Master, Mr C. J. Doodson,
Chiet Officer, Mr B. Martin, 2nd Officer, Mr A. B. Gee, 3rd Officer, and Mrs
K. Gee.

17 May 1984. The vessel departed Kaohsiung at ogoo LmMT and proceeded
southwards along the coast of Taiwan before turning into the Bashi Channel
and heading out into the Pacific. When in position 21° 35'N, 120° 15E, about
25 n. mile south of the southern tip of Taiwan, the first visitor came on board.
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It was a largish bird with a long neck and plumage and coloration as indicated
in the sketch. It was thought to be a Bittern. At the time the wind was light
airs, course 118° and speed 14 knots.

18 May 1984. When in position 20° 25'N, 122° 05’F, about 75 n. mile east
of Balintong Channel, Philippines, a turtle dove was found sitting on one of the
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