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j December 19 61 	 Cold particularly during the latter half f -

The first half of the month was cyclonic and changeable, but from day temperatures failed to rise above 	 at many places. Milder
-5°C 

brought
the x6th to the 22nd weather was mainly anticyclonic with easterly air, 	 up by a wave depression from the Atlantic, reached the 

Winds remained easterly during most of the rest southern half of England on the 29th, when in 	 of Cornwall io°Cor variable winds. parts 

with persistent low to south-west was recorded. But, the last day the a depression 

1 
of the month associated pressure the on of month, over 

Isles. There were heavy during the France moved bringing heavy fallsthe British some snowfalls 	 north-east of snow to south-eastof 

England; in the Chilterns level lay in.
snow 	 up to 15 and there weremonth. 
drifts 3 ft. deep.low Scandinavia 	 highDuring the first week pressure was over and 

the Norwegian Pressure Wind Mean belowGreenland with a cold northerly airstream over 	 and pressure was considerably theover -
Sea frequently spread over the British Isles. On the ist a average in the south but above average in the north of the Britishwhich 

depression moved from Wales to the southern North Sea Isles, the deviation at 9 hr ranging from mb Stornoway toshallow + 2.7 at 

England, but further Scilly.
bringing mild wet weather to southern north 	 -5.0 mb at Surface winds varied mainly between south-west 

it brighter and colder with northerly winds and snow showers. 	 and north-west at first becoming more generally south-westerly on thewas 

England the 6th between
The cold northerly airstream spread co southern 	 on 2nd and 13th, south and south-east on the 14th-17th and 

but a polar depression skirting the Scottish coast gave severe gales 	 then light and variable until the list. Easterly winds predominated
duringsnow in the north. The next day milder weather 	 the remainder of the month. Winds reached gale force on 21and considerable 


the distur- days in Scotland 

spread back over the southern part of country as a small and on the Ist, 3rd, 5th, loth, Irth, 13th, 22nd-26th, 

the English Channel heralding the approach and 30th (13 days) in England Wales. Galesbance moved east along and were widespread on 
Atlantic depression which, on the 4th, brought gales the 5th and 11th, and were recorded on ten days the Lizard, fourof a vigorous at 


districts, to the days (22nd-25th) being
widespread rain south and prolonged 	 consecutive.to most coastal 

Much the Midlands North became
to Scotland. of and snow- Temperature Mean temperature 	 belowsnow - was generally the 1921-50 

lay deep over higher ground. As the depres-
covered and snow 4-6in. 	 average the deficit being I. g°C in England and Wales, in - -2.6°C 

away north-eastwards gales became severe over Scotland Scotland and in Northern Ireland. Apart from thesion moved 	 second-2.5°CBehind 	 depressionthe 	 the 
on the night of 4th/5th. strong north-	 week, when it was above the average, temperature was generally below 

westerly winds again covered the country on the 5th, but they slowly the average especially during the last week. On the morning of the 

the following day. There were scattered sleet and snow temperature fell Eskdalemuir,moderated 	 31st to 1q°C at 6°C below the previous-

in districts on the 5th and 6th but the 7th was generally lowest in
showers most recorded there 1912.


high the
fine 	 with a ridge of pressure over country.and sunny Extremes 	 (England Wales) Aberreported were and 15.6°C and on 
During the week, which was generally mild, a succession of the Teignmouth Kilder Castlesecond loth and 	 at on the 11th, at on-17.2°Clow 	 inwith a persistent pressure area the eastern the (Scotland) 	 Achnashellachtroughs associated 	 31st; 15.6°C at on the x5th, -22.2°C 

the British Isles. On the 8th, anAtlantic, crossed almost sunless 	 at Cannich the (Northern Ireland) Eglintonon 30th; 13.9°C at 
day, belt of frontal rain, preceded by snow mainly in the Midlands on the 13th. 1 °C Ballykelly thea 	 at on 31st.-II. 


slowly north-east across the country. the moister
and North, spread 	
In 

Rainfall The 
from Atlantic from - general 	 precipitation expressed as a percentage of 

which spread in the 	 the south-west, fog
airstream 

locally the During 
the 1916-5o average was 114 over England and Wales, 91 over Scotland 

became and was thick on 9th and Toth.widespread, 	 Northern 
dull 	 and 78 over Ireland. Less than half the average rainfallfew days weather continued generally 	 and wet withthe next 	 occurred in the Lochalsh Ross-shirearea of 	 while more than 150 perbut thetime`-, 	 on 13th an exceptionally rapid rise ofheavy rain at the 	 fellcent of average 	 in the London area, the east Midlands, onbrought a complete change.pressure the north coast of Kent and in the Spey Valley. 


High extended from northern Russia across Scandinavia 
pressure 	 Thunder was heard on six days in Scotland and five days in 
to the British Isles on the 14th and thereafter weather over the whole England Wales during firstand mainly the week. 

quiet and mainly dry for about a week, with increasing
country was Snow 	 fell daily in Scotland 
frost fog. Fog formed widely soon after midnight on the 14th, was or sleet except on the 14th-21st. In 

and England and Wales it fell during lastEngland on the in Scotland 	 mainly the first andin 15th, southern on the 	 week.thickest eastern 
of and Scotland on 

In parts of the Midlands snow lay 4-6 in. deep on 7th and 8th 
17th most England southern the 21st. 	 the

and covered 

and 12-16 in. deep on the


Widespread night frost was severe in many places, temperature falling 3oth and 31st. 

below Sunshine The 


as low as -8°C on several mornings and remaining freezing 	 - month was exceptionally sunny in parts of Wales, 
day in persistently foggy areas. 	 north-east and south-east England, thepoint all 	 general sunshine expressed as 

a percentage of 1921-5o average being England
Weather during the remainder of the month was dominated by 

the 133 over and 
Wales, 115 over Scotland and 88 over Northern Ireland. 

winds with pressure high to the north of the British Isles andeasterly Fog In Scotland fogtowards the Bay Biscay. Freshen- - occurred at one place 	 dayswith low pressure systems moving of 	 or another on 26 
in England Wales 	 day

ing easterly winds cleared most of the fog on the 22nd, except in and and every except the 23rd and 24th; it 

the Clyde Valley. A fine and but was widespread on the 17th-2rst and during the last few daysEast Anglia and sunny, exceptionally of 
followed, with temperatures remaining below freezing the month. 

cold spell point 

It Miscellaneous 


over most of the country until the 28th. was one of the coldest 	 Phenomena 
- The aurora was visible in Scotland on 

Christmas periods of the century almost everywhere; temperature 	 ten nights; it was seen as far Exetersouth as on the night of the 
Eskdalemuir Christmas Onfell to -i1 

°C at early morning. the 28th 	 2nd/3rd. 
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