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Dull, and mostly mild; a few wintry spells.

Activity gn slow-moving fronts over the
north and north-west of the British Isles
died out during the first four days as

an intensifying anti-cyclone moved north-

eastwards from the Bay of Biscay. The high-

Pressure centre remained over or near
the British Isles until the 10th and

then moved slowly away south-eastwards.
From the 13th onwards depressions or
troughs of low pressure from the Atlantic
periodically crossed the country but

most of these were weak except in the
North-west.

Weather

Low cloud, mist and fog, with slight

rain or drizzle prevailed until the 14th,

and many areas were again foggy between
the 16th and the 19th. Over most of the
second half of the month, however, i

Wwas cloudy in all areas with occasional
rain or showers. Rainfall was rarely

heaw. but hail fell at times and there
were a few reports of thunder. Snow was
also mostly light and, although falls

were heavier and more extensive from the
19th to the 21st, the snow did not lie

for very long.

Wind

In Northern Ireland and in northern and
Western areas of Great Britain winds
Were often fresh or strong, but the
Number of days on which gales occurred
Was generally less than average. In other
Areas there were even fewer days of strong
Or gale force winds. On the 15th some of
the higher gusts measured were: 75 kt at
Macrihanish (Argyll), 74 kt at Belfast
Narbour and 67 kt at Prestwick. On the
19th Tiree (Argyll) recorded a gust of

83kt

Temperature

In most areas mean temperatures were
between 0.5 and 2 deg C above average.
Hmver, in Shetland, Lerwick reported a
™ean temperature as much as 2.6 deg C
"ligher than average. At a few places in
South-east and south-west England and

the Channel Islands mean temperatures were

Near or a little below average. Some of
the higher temperatures were measured
Yyring the first few days and towards the
%nd of the month; West Kirby Park
(Cheshire) had a maximum of 16.0°C on
the 1st and on the 29th Totnes (Devon)
*eported 14.9°C. England and Wales
Sxperienced a few cold days during the
Second week, and the third week was also
Co(d in many parts of Scotland, north
Er)gl.\in"n‘:.l,‘ and the Midlands. Frosts were
tequent and locally severe and, in areas
Affected by persistent fog or very low
Cloud, it remained cold throughout the
Yay. Indeed, on the 17th and 18th
tErﬂ;wratuwsas were cnntlnunusly below
l:"a&ziﬂg point in a few places in south
&Eoﬂand. On the 7th Hartlepool reported
N minimum of -9.5°C and at
Qranmwn-on-Spev (Moray) (229 m) on the
! 9th the temperature fell to -12.2°C.
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Rainfall (including melted snow)

Rainfall in Northern Ireland varied from
about 70% to 150% of average with many
places reporting more than 100%.
Elsewhere in the United Kingdom it was
rather dry except in parts of west

Scotland and south-west England where
the rainfall was near or a little above
average. There were large variations in

all areas but the driest places were in

the east. Some of these recorded less than
a Quarter of average and had their driest
January for a number of years: 19 mm was
the smallest January rainfall at Kelso
(Roxburghshire) since 1905, while at
Writtle (Essex), 10 mm was the least

total measured in any January since 1941.
Most of the rain fell during the first

few days and from the 13th to the 31st.
There were occasional hail showers and
snow at times on high ground. The 18th

to the 21st was a particularly wet

period in the west and north and the 19th
was outstanding for some heavy falls,
especially in Northern Ireland where

parts of Co. Armagh and Co. Down were
subjected to serious flooding. In the

24 hours commencing 09 GMT on the 19th,
Castle Wellan (Co. Down) and Timpany
(Co. Down) recorded “daily’ falls of

114.6 mm and 100.8 mm respectively. Also
on the 19th Rhuvaal (Argylishire) had a
‘daily’ fall of 91.6 mm and Culdrose
(Cornwall), a ‘daily’ fall of 53.0 mm.

Snow

Although a little snow fell in most areas
throughout the month, the most extensive
falls took place during the period from
the 19th to the 21st Areas affected

were Wales, the high ground in west and
north England, and in south and west
Scotland. Snow made driving on many
mountain roads very hazardous and there
were further difficulties on the 21st
when strong gusty winds caused drifts
which blocked roads for a time in the
Pennines, the Lake District and in south
Scotland. It was too warm for snow to
accummulate to any great depth or to lie

Table 1 District values

air temperature °C

Highest | Lowest

for very long, nevertheless, undrifted
depths of 25 cm and over were measured
at a number of higher level stations:

44 cm were measured at Moor House
(Westmorland) on the 22nd, and 35 cm
at Ashintully Castle (Perthshire) on the
21st.

Sunshine

In parts of south-west England, north and
west Scotland and in much of Northern
Ireland sunshine totals were less than a
half of average, and a number of stations
reported the dullest January on record.
The month's total of 7.4 hours at
Helensburgh (Dunbartonshire) was the
lowest there since records began in

1912. Elsewhere sunshine totals were
variable but mostly below average,

except in small areas of north and east
Scotland, north-west England and north
Wales where some places had a little more
than average sunshine. There were one or
two sunny days in many places: Folkstone
had 8.3 hours of sunshine on the 31st,
Aberporth (Cardiganshire) had 7.2 hours
on the 6th, and Leuchars (Fife) had

6.9 hours on the 17th.

Fog

From the 1st to the 13th and from the
16th to the 18th extensive fog occurred
frequently except in Northern Ireland
and in the north of Scotland. It affected
both the hills and lower ground and was
dense, persistent, and freezing in patches
especially in the Midlands and eastern
districts of Scotland and England. The
fog seriously interfered with surface
and air transport on a few days. After
the 18th fog was reported much less
frequently and, although extensive at
times, it did not persist.

Miscellaneous Phenomena

On the 21st, a waterspout was observed
off Newhaven (Sussex). The aurora was
seen by observers in Scotland on 11
nights.
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1 Scotland E

2 England NE

3 England E
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5 Englnrlas E

6 Scotland W

7 Eng NW & Wales N

BEngSW& Wales S
N lreland

Scotland

England & Wales

t Highest max. and lowest min. of the District Value Stations

Additional to the Monthly Parts, each Annual Volume of
: the Weather Report
includes an explanatory Introduction and a Summary for the Year. s



