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APRIL, 	 1923: COLD 

General. 	 warurest weather of the mouth occurred during the 

first fortnight, 
-The 

in particular on the 4th and 121h, when the temp rature 
higher, into 60°F., or slightly 	 the midland and southern counties.rose 

On occasion, however, were the records as high as those obtainedneither 
March 27th. Between the warm periods of the 4th andon 

Scandinavian anticyclone spread westwards towards Iceland 

the the British Isles.
winds prevailed over whole of 

oil the 8th and 9th over the east coast ofwere 	 strongest 
by 	 in London 

were sec: outpanied slight showers of snow and 
A " easterly "" type of weather prevailed from

p}aces. 	 cool 
25ththe 	 until about the when there was a changeof month 

" the 25th intype. (: ales occurred onsouth-Wegt, erly 
in 	 the During theEnglish ('Iraniiel and north. 	 cold period 

the thermometer seldom exceeded 55F. while at night the tempera-
of 

fell below the freezing point on the grass. Rainfallture 	 repeatedly 
in 	 the but below innormal parts of country 	 normal otherwas above 

heard 	 butThunder was 	 on several occasions was mostregions. 
12th. Sunshinethe I ith and 	 was generally rathergeneral oil 

in thesolve instancesand 
cent. 

The 

rernarks 
A very 
date 
25th. 

of the average. 
general character of 

taken from observers' 
butcold month, snow 

fruit blossomdamaged 
this being the heaviest 

Brotnyard (Herefordshire), -Phut was 
27th 28th. t'opdock (Suffolk), drythe 23rd, 24th, and 	 --A veryon 


less than half the 20 year's average. Other elements
April 	 with rainfall 
very close to their normal values. Southport, -The month was were 

her dull and wet. It was an even more strikingly "" easterly - uioiitlhrat 

March had been and the sequence of the two was very exceptional.
than 


Torquay, yp11'ally April in character, showers of rain alternating
--7; The duration 	 below theof sunshine was notchwith 	 sunny periods. 
Aprils during

and the month was one of the cloudiest 	 the pastaverage 
April, 1923, 	 better23 Nevertheless 	 was a considerably monthyears. 

than 	 April, 1922. Totlaint Bay (Isle of Wight, -During :37 years of 
there 	 have never previously been more than 18 rain-days in 

observation 

April this year the number was 20. Only once during this period,
" 
in 1907, has the April rainfall been greater. Cargen (Kirkcudbright. ), -

less forward than March leadVegetation although would one to expect
Five degrees frost 24th, however,to the average. 	 of on the 

was Well up 
damage- Cranford (Aberdeenshire), withdid 	 considerable ---Cold 

(: lenelg Manse (Invernei. ire), 	 drylittle sunshine.very 
during first three weeks.weather 

Winds---ThePressure and 
The departure

normal generally. 
fixed hours from th,, normal varied 

St. Ann's Head (Pembroke).at 
north-west and south-east,roughly 

having the lowest mean pressure and 

depressions traversedThree primary 


I),
13th-16th (Track the second on 
the 30th (Track U).

the third onand 
depressions also crossed some part of the 

on the 13th-15th and on the
occurred 

The winds generally werestrongest 
dates several stationswhich 

67 
of 	 the month was one of 

56 p. h. were experiencedof m. 
Several26th. 	 othertheon 

stations.at various 

Temperature. mean--The 

stations 
daily 	 oftine mean 	 rangeScotland 

in Aprilthe lowest recordedwas 
has been lower onlymaximum 

differed littletemperature 
Islesmum 

the British 	 each weekofpart 
1064 1,12-. 54 CIS(954) Wtl211 4911'1H. 

the 12th the 

and easterly 

These 
 winds 
England and 

rnwiv other 
the middle 

to a warn(, )-
parts of the 
day readings 

poor
duration to 75amounted 	 only about per 

the month is illustrated by the following 

notes and returns :--Alf riston (Sussex), -
fell the 9th. Revere frostonly on on this 

34ini fellconsiderably; n. of rain on the 
day's during the last 15rainfall mouths' 

blossom injured by frosts 

sonny-sli. -Fine 
Last week 	 wet and cold. 

mean 	 pressure of the month was below 

of monthly means of pressure at 
from + I. 6nib Lerwick toat -7.5mb. 


The isopleths trended
of mean pressure 
Cornwall the Irelandand 	 south of 

the ticotland isles the highest. 
the British Isles, the first on the 
the 25th and 26th (Track S) 

In addition three secondary 

The lowest
country. pressures 

2Sth--26th. 
those 	 of the 25th and 26th, on 

Thereported gales. 	 strongest recorded gust 
m. p. h. at Valencia on the 9th, while gusts

Eskdaleinuir the 25th Lerwickat 	 on and at 
gusts exceeding 50 m. p. h. were recorded 

temperature 	 Districts 1 to 10of 	 was 
The 	 inean temperatures of England east. England south-east45°F. 


and Channel Isles and Scilly were less than one degree above normal
the 

Districts The 


and those of all other were below normal. greatest 
temperature in Scotlanddeficiency of mean was experienced east, 

41'F. being 1.8°F. below the At few Scottishof 	 normal. athe. mean 
than January. Inthe month was colder 	 eastern and central 

temperature at representative stations 
for at least 60 years, and the mean 

in 1879 and 1917 ; the mean mini-
from the normal. In almost every 

of the month was colder, relatively 
B. &P., 1, W. GAB. 

AND RATHER 	 WET. 

to the uurmal, than the, preceding 

1 he defici( 
 odes of mean temperature 
ranged from 2.2°P. in England east 
to 4.7°F in Scotland north. 


The extreme temperatures for the 

69'1"'. Fye Norwich
at and 	 the 

the loth 	 fouron and at 
well on the I nth, 17°F. at 
sl aliens t he :3l)th. 25°I'ou 
were numerous, especially 
of tlterinonn, ters exposed 
at Renfrew on the 24th 

Precipitation. 

on 
stations on 

Leadhills 
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Introduc-

; (Ireland) 	 severalon at 
JI 1he Ground frostsat 11 kt ce (', astle on '241 h. 

.between the 22udand 281 h; the lowest readings 

tion, 10s. port free. 

in the 	 22nd-28thone, and week 

front the for the
normal week 

the Channel Isles Scillyand 	 and 

Wales)month were 	 and:-(England

12th, 24°F. $ont h Farnborouggh
at 

the 24th; (Scotland) 61'F. at Rnth-
the 9t. h 63°F. 

being; 12°F.over grass 
and 14°F. at Rhayader 

-The general precipitation 
(, xpi"esscd as a }8"reittage of the average was 
several countries were :--England and Wales 
Ireland 139. 

The precipitation of the month was above the 
with the exception of Scotland north, England 

Two large hadeast. 	 areas precipitation below 

at 	 Blackpool 13°F,and 
on the 23rd. 

in the British Isles 
128 the for the; values 

126, Scotland 126, 

average in all Dist. ricta 
north-east and England 

the firstnormal. 
prising north-western and part of central Scotland, and the 
comprisingisini; the England Cumberlandprism rust coast of with part of 
the of East. Anglia. 1 asternc Sutlolk was the driest part
British Isles. lesswith than 50°. `, of normal rainfall ; the wettest 

Hampshire Sussexwas southern and part of the coast where 
200°(, of the fallnormal was registered.

Except in Scotland north the April 81h the 

con-
second 

and 
of the 

region 
over 

week 	 was wettest--}4th
period of the muth. The largest 	 46mm.recorded rainfalls were at 
Burnley on the 12th, 38tinn. at Tongue (Sutherland) on the :30th and 
3; 3itiin at Eskdaleinuir the 12th Valencia Observatory theon and on 

17th. The 
 period from the 151 it to the 22nd was rainless at many
ti("(ittislt stations. During thunderstorm at Alfriston (Sussex)a severe 
on the I1th l4uun. of rain fell in about a quarter of an hour. Slight 
falls of snow occurred at many English stations on one or two days, 
mainly on the 9th and 10th. Snow occurred on several days in 
S otlannd, notably on the 9th and lIltlt and during the period 20th-
251h. In 	 depththe early morning of the 25th it lay to a 	 of several 
inches large but 	 during the day.over a area, very melted 	 andquickly

l'iiundersturms occurred 
and in southern Scotland on the 
ill Scotland on the 28th. Local 
A ntaguifieent display lightningof 


Kent during the
of evening and 
thnnderstornh in the Brightona 

the month mainly near its latter 

Sunshine. 
-With the exception 

sunshine was appreciably be ow 
mean daily deficiency (-1.47 hr. ) occurred in Scotland cast. Aberdeen 
had a total of only 90 hours. 'File Channel Isles and Scilly had 36 
cent. of the 	 duration
possible 

scot land haswhile east 

the
of month constituted 

shine 	 was above the normal 
records of Mrs. and over 
very steep sunshine gradient
1.6hrs., Bournemouth 3.4hrs.. 
Ilastings, Tunbridge 11'(118. 

was associated with a large 
extended from the Hebrides 
slowly moving in an easterly 

Fog. 	 occurred locally-Fog
March. It was experienced
12th laitln.and 

Miscellaneous 	 Phenomena. 

generally in England Wales 
12th ; they were 

thunderstorms 
also widely 

were not 
experienced 
infrequent. 

was observed in Sussex and parts 
night of the 11th in connection with 

Some hail fell duringneighbourhood. 
butend no severe storms were reported. 

Scotland 	 the durationof north of 
in Districts. The largestnormal 	 all 

and 
only 24 per 
the dull period 
ill tile majority 

were obtained. 
in southern 
Portsºnoutli 

Margate-, etc.. 

and-Solar 
were teen 

At Renfrew 
27th inand 

Skegness 
 a 

No observations 
was seen at 

per 
England 35east per cent., 

The first threecent. weeks 
during the last; week Bull. 

I)istrtctsand dailyof several 

On the 4th there 
 was a 

England, Weymouth having 
6.81u"s., 


about 

V-shaped depression, 
to Ushant 7h.at on 
direction and gradually 

but lesswas much 
theon east coast 

Brighton 8.9hrs. and 
Illus. This gradient 

the trough of which 
the. 4th and which was 

filling up. 

prevalent than during 
Scotland theof 	 about 

-. 

quent oecurrenCt. 	 Situ pillars
9th and a parhelion 	 the 28th.on 
nearly all the afternoon of the 
cutluzenithal Atare. was seen. 

theoil evening of the :3rd. 
received. The zodiacal light 
3(th, at Oxford on the 8th, 13th, 14th, and 16t hi, at Redruth on the 7th, 

at Ross-on-Wye on the 8th, 13th and 14th, at Tenbury on the 14th and 
at Wadhurst (near Tunbridge Wells) on the 4th, 7th, 8th, 14th, loth, 
19th and 20th. 

hoar halos were of fre-

at Oxford on the 2nd and 
a solar halo was observed 

the early evening the cir-
moon pillar was 

have 
observed 

beenof aurora 
Clacton on the 14th and 


