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Long-term average precipitation (1-month)
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This page shows the long-term 
average precipitation across the 
UK for the 1-month Outlook 
period.

Average precipitation for 
September based on 
observations from past years.

These maps show how September precipitation in the last five years differed from the long-term average 
precipitation shown in the upper panel. Brown colours indicate drier-than-average conditions while 
blue shades indicate wetter-than-average conditions. Detailed information on the climate of the UK is available at 
www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate.
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Q. What is the point of the Outlook, who is it meant for? 
A. This Outlook is produced for planners in government and business who make risk-based decisions. These users are 
aware of the complexities of this type of outlook and will include those factors in their decision-making process. 
 
Q. How did you decide on the Outlook? What are the main factors affecting it? 
A. It is based on information from observations, several numerical prediction systems and expert judgement. See the 
‘Outlook in Context’ section of the Outlook for more details. 
 
Q. Is the Outlook for the whole country? 
A. The Outlook is for the average of conditions over the UK as a whole. Regional deviations from the UK average can 
occur. For example, average UK precipitation can result from below-average rainfall for the northwest and above-average for 
the southeast. 
 
Q. How confident are you in this Outlook? 
A. The percentages in the ‘Likelihood of Impact’ sections of the Outlook give the level of confidence. 
 
Q. Autumn is often stormy – is this Autumn going to be wet and windy?  
A. Autumn is normally one of the wettest and stormiest periods of the year. For this Outlook, the majority of rainfall is likely to 
be focused across northern and western areas, leading to Autumn being one and a half times as wet as normal. The Outlook 
shows a consistent signal for high pressure to the south or southwest of the UK which would support a general continuation 
of drier conditions across southern and eastern areas. Furthermore, a general decrease in storminess as compared to a 
typical Autumn, is also expected. 
 
Q. Will the rain mentioned in the Outlook affect drought conditions?  
A. The Environment Agency, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Natural Resources Wales, and the Northern Ireland 
Environment Agency, are responsible for monitoring drought risk across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
respectively. Drought risk is determined by more than just precipitation so questions around drought should be directed to the 
relevant agency. Although the Outlook shows Autumn for the UK as a whole is more likely to be wet than dry, this overall 
percentage is likely to mask a regional split, with northwest areas more likely to see higher rainfall totals than the southeast.  

The Outlook presented here is for the United Kingdom as a whole and is based on information from observations, several 
numerical prediction systems and expert judgement. It is updated monthly to reflect the latest information on global weather 
patterns and their effect on the UK. The Outlook is designed to be used in conjunction with shorter-range forecasts – detailed 
weather forecast information is available on the Met Office website (https://www.metoffice.gov.uk).  
 
Information for September will be superseded by the long-range information on the public weather forecast web page, starting 
from 29th August 2022. 
 
In this product, temperature refers to the average of daytime maxima and night-time minima. All numerical values relate to 
averages (temperature) or totals (precipitation – rain, sleet, snow and hail) over 1 or 3 months, which are further averaged 
over the UK land area as a whole. Normal likelihood and long-term averages are established using the period 1991-2020.




