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OCTOBER, 1926:

L

eners: The first half of the month was generally warm and
aneettled with considerable fair periods and the latter part cold with
requent frosts and snow I northern distriets,
{8l the e of a secondary depression which caused some
avy rain in Scotland, e.g., 64mm. (252 in.) at Ardnadam on the
p antieyolone became centered over the British Isles on the 3rd.
i+ quiet weather prevailed generally with local early morning fo
in many places good sunshine records were obtained on the 2n
sd 3rd and in Scotland on the 4th. At Leuchars 10-0 hrs. sunshine
e recorded on the 4th. Temperature was high for the time of
axima of over 70°F. being recorded while 77°F. ocourred at Perth
~n the 4th. Thunderstorms occurred in many parts of England on the
5th and 6th by which time the anticyel ne was withdrawing eastwards
and low pressure systems spread gradually over the British Isles. On
se Sth and 9th associated with the e of a deep depression over
srthern Seotland .ain fell in most districts and was heavy in the
orth and west e.g., 60mm. (2-35 in.) fell at Snowdon on the 8th.
despread gales on the 9th accompanied the of this depression.
sring the next few days the passage of depressions main | un-
led weather in all distriots with much rain at times and occasional
= h winds or gales on exposed parts of the coast; 5lmm. (2-01 in.)
£ vain fell at Stonyhurst on the 12th, 50mm. (1-98 in.) at Montgomery
an the 13th and 45mm. (177 in.) at Achnashellach on the ! 4th.
"\ the 14th associated with an antieyelone in the neighbourhood
of Ieeland a polar current was spreading southwards while in southern
Histricts the passage of a few shallow depressions maintained mild
eettled weather. On the 17th mainly fair eold weather prevailed

! all districts and during the next few days da temrentu.re‘ remained
S e Tl 50:: with sharp frost at night and loecal fog in the morning.
en

Ay

- e
v northern distriets showers of snow sleet or hail were experi :
Am the 21st dé;preuium were developing over France and neay the
ehrides and conditions became generally unsettled with much rain at
tines and some hail, sleet and snow even as far south as Kent and the
Je of Wight. The passage of a deep depression on the 25th caused
vV TAIT high winds and gales in many places : 83mm. (3-27 in.)

Snowdon.

- general character of the month is illustrated by the
Mawine remarks taken from observers’ notes :—Commondale—
cnentionally cold weather dnﬁng last fortnight. E:fmggurt‘—;'l'ha
Rl wras ble for a very large extreme range o perature.
S '*?.;::m unusually warm and calm. Second week utomE;

I
=i -,
il
N - &
-II
el _".:..
i ,
I -

s concluding fortnight was exceptionally cold with constant li
G P to east winds. Meltham—The last fortnight was colder |

S any October for at least half a century. Hodsock—A relatively
'« month with a few very warm days at first. Northerly winds
& o the last fortnight with unusually eold nights. Copdock—The
¢ weather of September persisted for the first t days of October
2 d for a further six days it remained mild ; after that the month was
Ad. Jow temperatures both in the sereen and on the grass occurring
y night—the screen minimum of 27°F. on the 27th is the lowest
e ever recorded in October. Snow fell on the 21st. Morwenstow
e latter half of Oectober was remarkable for the longest
of sustained cold 1 have experienced for 31 years

aber. Newquay—Former half of month quite warm, latter

e cold. The minimum temperature of 28-8°F. on the 24th is 4°
16w the previous record lowest minimum for October. Dublin—
v warm for the first seven days. Very cold from the l4th to the
= of the month. Cork—A c¢old month. During second half of
onth ground frost was almost of nightly occurrence.
e racsure and Winds.—In general the mean pressure was above the
= al in the western distriets of the British Isles and below the normal
vhe eastern districts with an area of relatively high pressure over
ern central England. The general trend of the isobars differed
normal, the usual south-westerly type being replaced by
wortherly typeé with a considerable frequency of winds between
4 .west and north-east. The deviations of mon means of
are at fixed hours varied from + 1-4mb. at Malin Head to —1-5mb,
P Richmond (Kew Observatory). High winds and gales oceurred
8% . lv on the 9th, in northern and western districts around the 13th
W53 widely around the 25th. During the gale at Fleetwood on the 9th
ant wind averaged 58 mi/hr. for at least an hour and in a gust attained
,-:"-I';"" ] hf 72 Ilﬁfhl'- A 0f 72 llli/]:l.r. wWas Blll‘.i reco ﬁd at Sp‘m'l'i
a Pr o juring the gﬂe on the 9th. Of _
[ ey ure.— 1 he mean erature of Distriets 1-10 was 46:7°F,

‘was 2:3°F. below the normal. In all Districts there was marked

B ess during the first 10 days or so of the mont,h.'g:{ temperatuies
meng in the neighbouthood of 70°F. between the and the 6th.
DE e vereafter temperature gradually fell, the Iast two weeks of the
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UNSETTLED. FIRST FEW DAYS UNUSUALLY WARM,
LAST FORTNIGHT VERY COLD.

month being unusually ecold with record low sereen minima in many

places. The effect of this cold weather was to depress the mean tempera-
ture below the normal in all Districts, the greatest deficit 4-1°F,
occurrmg in Scotland E. (mean temperatures 42:4°F.) and the least
defieit 0-6°F. in the Channel Isles (mean temperature 53-4°F.)

The week ending Ootober 23rd was remarkably cold in all Distriots,
the general deficiency from the normal mean temperature amounting
to as much as 10°F. in Scotland E. and Scotland W., the greatest
deficiency on record for an October week for these Distriots sinoce
comparable Distriets values first became available in 1878. The
minimum temperature of 13°F. at Braemar on the 27th and at Wolfelee
on 3lst has seldom if ever heen recorded in October. The absolute
range of temperature exceeded 50°F, at several stations and amounted
to a8 much as 62°F. at Braemar. Ground frosts oceurred frequently
during the latter part of the month ; in northern districts they occurred
on almost every night during this period.

The extreme temperatures for the month were:—(England and

‘ales) 75°F. at West Kirby on the 2nd, at Wakefield on the 8rd and
at Commondale and Sealamf on the 4th, 17°F. at Garforth and Rhayader
on the 24th. (Scotland) 77°F. at Perth on the 4th, 13°F. at Braemar
on the 27th and at Wolfelee on the 31st. (Ireland) 75°F. at Killarney
on the 3rd, 17°F. at Markree on the 31st.

Preci ~—The general precipitation during October, 1926, was
below the normal over England and Wales and Ireland, notably over
the former country, but as there was a marked exoess over Scotland
where the general precipitation amounted to one and a half times the
normal, the ganarn!; precipitation over the British Igles did not differ
markedly from the normal. The general precipitation of the British
[sles expressed as a percentage of the normal 1881-1915 was 104 ;
the values for the comstituent countries were :—England and Wales,
86, Scotland 151, Ireland 96. The value for Scotland is the highest
recorded for October since 1917,

In England and Wales precipitation exceeded the normal in inland
areas in North Wales and in Lancashire, locally in the castern counties
and in parts of Gloucestershire, Somersetshire and Wiltshire. The
ﬁamt deficiency ocourred generally in areas to the south of a line

wn [rom [lfracombe to Margate.

In Scotland monthly totals were below the normal in one or two

laces but in general there was a well marked excess notably in the
Elyde area, Forfarshire and some northern districts. At Deerness
the month was the wettest October since 1845 and the precipitation
exceeded that recorded in any month of any yvear in Orkney back to
at least 1841,

In Ireland precipitation exceeding the normal peeurred mainly in
the northern and north-western districts; at Malin Head more than
twice the normal amount of precipitation fell during the month. The

test deficiency occurred in the extreme southern counties where
;ur example little more than half the normal amount of précipitation
fell at Cahirciveen, Killarney, Waterford and Roches Point.

During the second half of the month hail fell on several occasions
in most districts while snow showers ocourred frequently in northern
distriets and on a few occasions in some of the southern counties, In
Seotland snow fell in the north on the 18th and on various days there-
after there were heavy falls. At Dalnaspidal (Perthshire) snow lay to
a depth of 12 inches on the 28th. At Balmoral the depth of “ snow
lying ” on the morning on the 29th was 6} inches. understorms
ogourred locally on the 5th and 6th, round about the 10th, on the 15th
and on several days during the period 21st to the 29th.

Sunshine.—The mean daily gmtion of sunshine was most.lg above
the normal in the northern distriots of the British Isles and about
normal in the southern districts. The deviations from normal varied
from +1-02 hrs. in Seotland E. (mean daily duration 3-82 hrs.) to —0+12
hrs. in England 8.E. (mean daily duration 3-32 hrs.). Good sunshine
records were obtained on several days generally around the 9th and
the 10th, on the 26th and on the last two days of the month.

Fog.,—Fog, thick locally, occurred fairly frequently during the month.
The foggiest perfods generally were the first week of the month and
from about the 20th to the 23rd.

Miscellaneous Phenomena.— Many halo phenomena were recorded
during the month, the most frequently observed being the halo of 22°,
Haloes of 22° and 46° with upper arcs of contact were observed simul-
taneously at Cambridge on the 31st. Obhservations were made at
Oxford of parhelia on the 4th, 19th and 31st and of a sun pillar on the
16th. Aurora was observed at Lerwick on the lst, at Crieff on the
19th and here and there in Scotland on the 13th and 19th. Brilliant
displays of aurora were observed on the 14th and 156th at several
stations in Seotland, northern England and northern Ireland.* Auroral
glows were recorded at Lerwick Observatory on the 7th, 9th and 11th.

* For accounts of the aurora of the 14th and 15th, see “ The Meteorological Magazine * November, 1926, p.248.



