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December 	 Very1965 
in 	 itThe weather was predominantly cyclonic 	 character and so was 

However, there was more than average sunshine almost s wet month. 

in England.


everywhere, especially east 

November 
 onThe bright and cold weather at the end of 	 continued 

that night, 	 with snow in the north, persistedthe ist, but widespread rain 

to thundery
Scotland on the 2nd, gradually giving placein north 

Scotlanddepression moved south-eastwards acrossashowers, as complex 

North Sea. Another complex area of low pressure gave considerable
to the 


being heavy limes
the and 5th, rainfall 	 at and exceeding
rain on 	 4th 

deepening depressioninch locally in the south-west as a moved east-
England. A northerly airstream in the wake of 

wards across southern 

the depression brought thundery showers to most districts on the 6th and 
Scotland; howeverbeing of in parts of 	 many

7th, the showers snow 

6 hours
had more than 	 of sunshine.math-coast resorts 


a rapidly deepening depression approaching
withRain associated 
districts early on the 8th and rainScotland reached westernnorthern 

the 	 the depression
and weather stormy on 9th asbecame widespread 

Scotland to the North Sea. Gales were widespread and 
moved across 

times, gusts exceeding 7o kt at places as far apart as the 
severe at 

A 	 behindthe Channel Islands. northwesterly airstreamIsis Man andof butbrought 	 and showers on the Toth and 11th 
the depression 	 sunshine 

in the 
and the rapid thaw of the snow cover 	 milder

the heavy 	 rain 
days led 	 floods. Rain from thefew 	 to widespreadof the previousweather 

in eastern 	 England well into the 13th
Atlantic 	 the 12th continuedon districts, but wind fell across southerndisturbance moved as a small 

fog formed in many areas persisting in places
light that 	 night and 


the day on the 14th.
throughout 

into the third week, rain being


The mild wet weather continued 

deep
a trough, associated with a and complexthe 15th asonwidespread 	 Theacross the country.Iceland, moved slowly eastwardsdepression near districtsday. reached western 	 earlyweta very mild and 	 Rain 

17th was 
in hours 	 than 4 inches was recorded at24 	 morein 	 andthe morning 

Cwmystwyth. 	 Day temperatures over3 inches atLiwynon and over 
Kew had theEngland exceeded 13°C, and 	 mildest 

onch of southern 

began there in 1871. A slow moving cold


December night since records 

lay the Midlands maintained generally wet weather 


front 	 acrosswhich 
England for another 24 hours, but there were

and centralover southern 
on the 19th as winds veered towards the north-west. 

long sunny periods 
the loth as an anticyclone to the west ofonWinds became northerly but by thein intensity and moved south -eastwards,Ireland increased 

the 	 heraldingbacking again to 	 south-westalreadyweremist winds inch 	 in 
day on the 22nd with more than i of rain many 

another wet 
districts.western 

the British 	 Isles dull 
of low pressure covering 	 gave

A 	 areacomplex but Christmas Day, although rainonthe 23rd-24th,onwet weather 	 brought
in 	 England, northerly winds snow

for a time south-eastpersisted 	 long inperiods theScotland and there were 	 sunny
to parts ofshowers Christmas Day on record.
Glasgow it 	 was the sunniest 

west; at 
during the 	 few days but itbecame general 	 next

Fine 	 weathersunny below 
with day temperatures about 6°C 	 normal and 

much colder,was 	 below freezing pointTemperatures remainedfrost at night.with severe Winds freshened from the south onthroughout the z8th. 
at many places 

force in many southern districts as rain, precededgalethe 29fth reaching becamefrom the west ground 	 snow--by snow, spreadin many places 	 districts. Temperaturesand northernfor time 	 in many centralacovered 
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in England 	 Waleswet 	 and 
continued to rise as another disturbance from the Atlantic brought rain 
to most districts the last day theon 	 of month. 

Pressure 	 Wind Meanand below- was 	 thepressure everywhere 
the deficit1921-5o average 	 at gh ranging from 13.5 mb at Leuchars to 

8.9 mb at 	 Scilly. Surface winds were mainly westerly during the first 
half of the month 	 fromapart 	 north-westerly the 6th-7thwinds on and 
loth-iith and southerlies on the 14th-15th. During the half thesecond of 

month a 
 period of very variable winds on the 19th-28th was preceded

followed byand 	 about three days of southwesterlies. Wind reached gale
force in Scotland 20 days Englandon and in 	 Walesand on the 2nd-6th,
8th-12th, 17th-igth, 22nd-24th, 27th-29th, 3oth and 31st (2o days). Gales 
were widespread on the 9th when a gust of 77 kt was recorded at Bidston. 

Temperature 	 Mean temperatures 	 the-	 over month as a whole were
littlea above average in southern England but below 	 inaverage the 

north, especially in Scotland. Twonorthern very cold days near the 
the keepend of 	 month served to mean maximum temperatures thenear 


average over England and Wales; in Scotland 
 weather was somewhat 
colder overall. 

Extremes included: (England and Wales) 15. o°C at Faversham and
Colwyn Bay on the 17th 	 Southgateand at 	 on the 18th, 12.2 at Chapel-le Frith 	 theen on 28th and Moor House 	 (Scotland)on 29th; 	 13.4°C

Point Ayre theat of on 17th, -16.1 at Braemar on the and; (Northern
Ireland) 13.4°C at Ballykelly on the 17th, at Newry Abbey the-12.2 on 

28th and at Lisnafillan on the 
 zgth. 


Rainfall In England Wales
- and rainfall was more than twice the 
average over the greater part of the Midlands Wales,and and also over 
parts of Devon, Norfolk and Sussex; it was more than three times the 
average locally in Staffordshire. In north-east England rainfall was below 
the average. In Scotland it belowwas the average over a wide belt 
extending north-westwards from the Firth of Tay to the Minch. In most 
other districts it was above the average. 

beginningAt the 	 of the month snow lay 6-12 inches deep over much 
England; higherof northern over ground near Buxton and Malham Tarn 

it was 12-18 inches deep. In north-east England further falls the 2ndon 

locally increased the depth from 
 17 to 1g inches. Except in the extreme 

Englandnorth of and over higher 	 hadground most of the snow gone
by the end of the first week, but at Malham Tarn ground was snow-
covered until the 15th. During the cold towards thespell end of the 
month occasional snow fell from the 25th until the 29th and lay 1-2 inches 
deep in some places in northern England, Wales and Devon theon 28th 
and zgth and up to 9 inches deep in Shetland. 

Thunder 	 heard in Scotlandwas 	 on 11 days and in England and 
Wales on the and, 3rd, 5th, 6th, 9th, 25th, 3oth and 31st (8 days). 
Thunderstorms inwere widespread 	 southern districts the and.on 


Sunshine It 
- was a sunny month in spite of the unusual amount of 
itrainfall; 	 exceeded the average over the whole of Scotland theexcept

In Englandextreme north and north-east. 	 and Wales percentages ranged
from 235 at Buxton to 68 at Aberystwyth. 

Fog Fog- was observed a gh at one place or another 	 dayson 23 

in Scotland 
 and on every day except the ist and 3rd in England and 
Wales. There freezing fog in Southwere patches of 	 the Midlandsand 

on the 
 26th-28th. 

Miacdlaneous Phenomena 	 The - aurora was reported in Scotland on 
7 nights. 
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