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December 1965 — Fery

h ther was ominantly cyclonic in character a.nd sO it was
s “n:u::h ng:vd there was more than average sunshine almost
everywhere, especially in east England. |

The bright and cold weather at the end of November continued on
the 1st, but widespread rain that night, with snow in the north, persisted
in north Scotland on the 2nd, gradually giving place to thundery
showers, as a complex depression moved south-eastwards across Scotland
% the North Sea. Another complex area of low pressure gave canﬂdm}nle
min on the 4th and sth, rainfall being heavy at times and exceeding
¢ inch locally in the south-west as a dmpemg depresmfm moved east-
wards across southemn England. A northerly airstream in the wake of
the depression brought thundery showers to most districts on the 6th and
7th, the showers being of snow in parts of Sc?tland: however many
m resorts had more than 6 hours of sunshine.

Rain associated with a rapidly deepening depression approaching
sorthern Scotland reached western districts early on the 8th and rain
became widespread and weather stormy on the gth as the depression
Scotland to the North Sea. Gales were widespread and
times, gusts exceeding 70 kt at places as far apart as the
md' the Channel Islands. A northwesterly airstream behind
brought sunshine and showers on the 1oth and 11th but
and the rapid thaw of the snow cover in the milder
' the previous few days led to widespread floods. Rain from the
m on the 12th continued in eastern Englal_:ld _well into tl}e 13th
=) ' disturbance moved across southern districts, l_:lut :mnd fell
vy night and fog formed in many areas persisting in places

throughout the day on the 14th. | .
T mj: wetyweathar continued into the third week, rain being
i the 15th as a trough, associated with a deep and complex
n:r Iceland, moved slowly eastwards across the qnm;try. The

mild and wet day. Rain reached western districts early
g uhoummuruthan4inchmwummdada.t

ystwyth, Day temperatures over

e, Soe Egn;ln;hdﬂe:;ecd::ln 13°C, and Kyew had the mildest
. % records began there in 1871. A slow moving cold
December nig sross the Midlands maintained generally wet weather
fsat which lay central England for another 24 hours, but there were
“mpmodl on the 1goth as winds veered towards the north-west.
ng sunny Pe northerly on the 20th as an anticyclone to the west of
M SISO in intensity and moved south-eastwards, but by the

: : - heraldin
| | dy backing again to the south-west h 8
‘e 'h:t:l?nﬁaynnd with more than 1 inch of rain in many

' Isles gave dull

of low pressure covering the British ga ‘
A mﬂﬂ:ﬂ“;e 23rd-24th, but on Christmas Day, although rain
v !ﬂ;:l time in south-east England, northerly winds brought snow

showers parts 1ods in the
' Scotland and there were long sunny peri
“'uaw ifm the sunniest Christmas Day on record.
[ ' .

e vy became general during the next few days but it
Fine col ﬂuwﬂ,;iﬂ;;rda}r te::ﬂng:ratures about 6°C below normal and
was much : tures remained below freezing point

; , Tempera
with nm ﬁ'“t at mgi htt the 28th. Winds freshened from the south on

force in many southern districts as rain, preceded
snow, spread from the west — ground became snow-
in m;ny central and northern districts. Temperatures

TasLe |—DisTRICT VALUES— DECEMEER,

!

L

wet tn England and Wales

continued to rise as another disturbance from the Atlantic brought rain
to most districts on the last day of the month.

Pressure and Wind — Mean pressure was everywhere below the
1921-50 average the deficit at gh ranging from 1 3.5 mb at Leuchars to
8.9 mb at Scilly. Surface winds were mainly westerly during the first
half of the month apart from north-westerly winds on the 6th-7th and
roth-1rth and southerlies on the 14th-15th. During the second half of the
month a period of very variable winds on the 1gth-28th was preceded
and followed by about three days of southwesterlies. Wind reached gale
force in Scotland on 20 days and in England and Wales on the 2nd-6th,
8th-12th, 17th-19th, 22nd-24th, z7th-29th, 30th and 31st (20 days). Gales
were widespread on the oth when a gust of 77 kt was recorded at Bidston.

Temperature — Mean temperatures over the month as a whole were
a little above average in southern England but below average in the
north, especially in northern Scotland. Two very cold days near the
end of the month served to keep mean maximum temperatures near the
average over England and Wales; in Scotland weather was somewhat
colder overall.

Extremes included: (England and Wales) 15.0°C at Faversham and
Colwyn Bay on the 17th and at Southgate on the 18th, —12.2 at Chapel
en le Frith on the 28th and Moor House on 29th; (Scotland) 13.4°C
at Point of Ayre on the 17th, —16.1 at Braemar on the 2nd: (Northern
Ireland) 13.4°C at Ballykelly on the 17th, —12.2 at Newry Abbey on the
28th and at Lisnafillan on the 29th.

Rainfall — In England and Wales rainfall was more than twice the
average over the greater part of the Midlands and Wales, and also over
parts of Devon, Norfolk and Sussex; it was more than three times the
average locally in Staffordshire. In north-east England rainfall was below
the average. In Scotland it was below the average over a wide belt
extending north-westwards from the Firth of Tay to the Minch, In most
other districts it was above the average.

At the beginning of the month snow lay 6-12 inches deep over much
of northern England; over higher ground near Buxton and Malham Tarn
it was 12-18 inches deep. In north-east England further falls on the 2nd
locally increased the depth from 17 to 19 inches. Except in the extreme
north of England and over higher ground most of the snow had gone
by the end of the first week, but at Malham Tarn ground was snow-
covered until the 15th, During the cold spell towards the end of the
month occasional snow fell from the 25th until the 20th and lay 1-2 inches
deep in some places in northern England, Wales and Devon on the 28th
and 29th and up to g inches deep in Shetland.

Thunder was heard in Scotland on 11 days and in England and
Wales on the 2nd, 3rd, sth, 6th, ¢th, 25th, 30th and jist (8 days).
Thunderstorms were widespread in southern districts on the 2nd.

Sunshine — It was a sunny month in spite of the unusual amount of
rainfall; it exceeded the average over the whole of Scotland except the
extreme north and north-east. In England and Wales percentages ranged
from 235 at Buxton to 68 at Aberystwyth.

Fog — Fog was observed a gh at one place or another on 23 days
in Scotland and on every day except the 1st and 3rd in England and
Wales. There were patches of freezing fog in the South and Midlands
on the 26th-28th.

Miscellaneous Phenomena — The aurora was reported in Scotland on
7 nights.
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