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DECEMBER, 1922: MILD. QUIET AT FIRST. STORMY LATER.

The first half of the month was antieyelonie in character but by the Temperature..— The mean temperature for the month was decidedly

~ third week the pressure over the British Isles was falling and depressions above the average in all districts, though appreeiably below that
from the Atlantic extended their influence further south so that of December, 1921. England north-west had a mean temperature
gmall secondaries frequently crossed Englan’. After the 18th a of 43-6°F., an excess of 2-8°F. above the normal and the Midland
day seldom passed on which the wind did not attain gale force on counties had an excess of 2:7°F., the mean temperature being 41-9°F.
gome part of the British Coasts. The month was mild with tempera- Thesmallest exeess, +0-8°F., oecurred in southern Ireland, the Channel
ture everywhere in excess of normal. Sunshine was alko in excess in  Isles and Seilly. The extreme temperatures recorded for the whole
~ the eastern part of Great Britam. of the British Isles were 15°F. at Balmoral on the 11th, 59°F. at Banfl
on the 12th and this high reading provides an interesting examplo

At the beginning of Dﬁ{'}ﬂi‘!’[bﬂr. an antievelone was situated over the Of the riap in temperature of a south-west wind in 1ts passage across
Bav of Biscay, and this high pressure area maintained its position the Secottish Highlands.

mtin little change for t-lua_ first :Wﬁﬁk or s0 of the month. During this

rﬁnd westerly m:llﬂ,:l with mitllld t::aifthpm“&}n? _n:vﬂr the British Precipitation.—The general rainfall of the month was };rmtiunl!y
gles. There was Fienn B B A ern- districts, but further pormal. With the exception of England east the whole ¢f England
north the weather was affected by Atlantic depressions and there were and Wales and Ireland li;&d more than the average while in Scotland

occasional gales on the coast. By the 8th the hi.gh pressure area  there was a widespread but not very large deficiency. Departures
stretched from Madeira to lceland “,‘}, on the following day its central from the average lpanged from |-{-24mm. in the Midland sonnties to
portion covered the British lsles. The Atlantic depressions subse: —27mm. in Scotland west. Departures of more than 50 per cent.
quently began to take a more southerly course and up to the end from the average were rare and occurred chiefly in a wet patch in
of the month the weather was stormy and unsettled. The first of the centre of Yorkshire, Rain fell frequently in quantities of 20mm,
the series was a deep depression which approached the Bﬂ{alﬂh Isles  or more and some measurements exceeded 40mm., 41lmm. falling at
on the 18th ; that “"ﬁmni"’waﬂ centred ofl the Hebrides, causingsouth  Plymouth during the night of the 19th and 42mm. at Petersfield
to south-west gales on the coasts; thunderstorms were experienced during the 24 hrs. ending at 9 hrs. on the 22nd. In Seotland the
at various places. In the early hours of the morning of the 20th an first half of the month was dry in the eastern districts but rather wet
intenge secondary dq‘ ression with a separate ecireulation appeared in the west (72mm. fell at Ardgour on the 12th), whilst during the
at tho mouth of the Channel and moved north-eastwards accompanied  ggeond half rain was very general, though heavy falls were largely
by gales and heavy rain over _ﬂﬂl!}hﬁ'l'“ England. 1In the rear of this confined to western districts. The most widespread falls occurred
secondary sleet and snow fell in Seotland and parts of England- On  ¢gn the 22nd (54mm. at Leadhills), and on the 25th (66mm. at Glen
the morning of the 2Ist an exe tionally dﬁﬂp depression, with pressure Etive and 55mm. at Killin). On the night of the 20th rather heavy
pear its centre as low as 952mb. appeared off the west of Ireland, and  f4]ls were experienced in the east and south. Snow, hail and sleet,
as it moved north-eastwards there was a general renewal of gales. ere frequent during the second half of the month and snow lay over
An associated secondary depression crossed southern England, giving gonsiderable areas in western and central distriets on the 27th and
heavy rain and thundﬂrﬁtnrms. Eart-lcﬂlﬂﬂ in the western districts. 28th, though it soon melted except on high ground where some drifting
On the morning of the 25th another large depression appeared off the geeurred. There was, however, no general snowstorm and a Perth-
Hebrides and moved slowly north-eastwards being followed by yet ghire observer describod the month as singularly free from snow for
another one, the latter crossing England on the 30th. By the following December. During the latter part of the month showers of snow
day this depression had reached southern Seandinavia while a secondary  or sleet fell once or twice in southern Ireland and England.

associated with it moved along the south coasts of the British lsles. Thunderstorms occurred locally in all parts of the country during

£ th R . the last week of the month.
Th:kﬂgmiiiﬂnﬁh{“r:;;tﬂ;&mgr?;nf;&;:mﬂl“%;ﬁﬁfﬂhbfs;i'ﬁﬂfﬂl;i‘_“f The general rainfall expressed as a percentage of the average was
rema v mild, three varieties of primrose are in bloom in my gar d:an. England and Wales 122 ; Scotland 86 ; Ireland 102 ; British Isles 106,
At Armagh a romarkable clound pendant was seen on the 12th in

Do (Kirkcudbright),—Gardens still show many blooms; farm \
the form of * a long funnel-shaped eloud sloping sharply from south

n
E::' ﬂﬂt a standstill. Southport,—Extremely mild and equable with ong .
ble deficiency of south-easterly winds. Barometer high and 10 north and ending in a spherical fuzzy wisp.” The pendant lasted

:tﬂn,.odtam'th much cloud but fair weather during the earlier half of the for about 5 minutes.
 month, very low _aml unsteady with frequent and congiderable rainfall A whirlwind was seen at Guernsey at 13h. 30m. on the 27th. It
put many sunny intervals afterwards. ton Fields (Nottingham),— lasted about 10 minutes and * caused large seas over a small area,”

was a marked difference between the anticyeloniec weather of

'- u“ﬁgﬂt fof,t mtg h]fa?fn?}fﬂﬁmﬂfnr{l;{hw:?hﬂrﬂzi;iﬂ mﬁﬂﬁgn %f? wigen Sunshine—The distribution of sunshine showed a clearly marked
ﬁ -~ a:h westerly and aouth-wmrtirl? winds prevaili : ;,]”'_- contrast: the north of Scotland and the wholo of the eastern part of
| R gion f all others. The first 12 da BhﬂdIL ‘njl;l]% fmulﬂ U Great Britain having a duration in excess of the normal while the
to the exclusion u'ndar ol the Taenth as 3 i ;TII od ?thin g western part of Great Britain, including the Channel Isles and Seilly,
- 0 rmg:; rain. Seskin (Carrick :;y Suirl;a;Th'B mb U% and the whole of Ireland had a deficit. England south-east had
' wﬂ:var' ?ﬂry m;{fﬂr tlh"ﬂ ﬁl‘Bt 10 ﬂn 8 ﬂnd- th;l ﬂ'ﬂ.' it f - E‘E‘?ﬂﬂ thﬂ eatest daily mean ﬂmatiﬂn ﬂf Ellllﬁhil]ﬂ, 151 hl"ﬂ, ﬂlll'[l Eﬂglﬂnd
ey g B nprecedented during 1:1:1Fr nbmvatﬁlnﬂ%%:c:m ma;‘ north-west the least, 0:79 hr. The departure from normal of the
T : b daily mean duration ranged from --0-20hr. in Scotland north to—0:47 hr.
’Ifl the Channel Isles and Seilly. 7 hrs. sunshine were recorded at
~ Air Pressure.—The mean pressure of the menth was everywhere ympne.on the 24th.

'« The distribution was anticyelonic during the first eloven days
iow bsequently cyclonie of the usual south-westerly character. Optical Phenomena.—Solar and lunar halos were numerous.

and telegraphic reporting stations the de ure of the monthly Lunar rainbows were observed at Inverness on the 4th and 9th and

:tmﬂiﬂ of pressure from the normal varied from —1-0mb. at Secilly at Durham on the 5th. Parhelia were seen at Oxford on the 28th
to —>50mb. at Btnmuway]; kallgzlig Il]lfhkﬂi{l!:] The highﬁst roadi and 29th.

during the month was mb. at Valencia on the 6th an Aurora was observed at G )
recorded ng ¢ Blacksod Point.on the 29nd. o Tort A o - hz 3{};1;:1011 Castle and Banff on the 14th and

the lowest 957mb.
______Hom_)-—ThﬂlIM*b? Mr. W. C— Kaye in the Meteorological Magazine for January has been utilised in the preparation of this summary.
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