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June 1970—Warm and sunny but with some heavy thunderstorms

Anticyclonic weather affected all areas during the first 5 days
of the month and persisted over much of Scotland until the 19th. Els_e—
where. however, relatively low pressure predominated frnm the 6th with
easterly winds in most areas until on the 20th a westerly airstream be-
came established over the British Isles and troughs of low pressure fre-

quently crossed all districts.

Weather — The first 3 weeks of the month were mainly sun-
ny and warm in most areas away from the Nqﬂh Sjea coast. Although
many parts of the country remained dry during this period, other

places had violent thunderstorms, especially during the second week.
Flooding followed intense falls of rain and some places recorded more

than twice their June average rainfall in a very short interval of time.
Damage due to lightening occurred in many areas. The last 10 days

of June were changeable everywhere and rain, which was sometimes

thundery, fell on most days.

Wind - Gales were reported locally on 6 days in England,
on 2 days in Scotland and Northern Ireland and on | day in Wales.
Gusts over 40 kt were reported on the south coast of England from
the 3rd to 5th and occurred more widely at times during the last week.

Temperature — Monthly mean temperature in most areas

t coast mean temperature
- 2 degC above average. Near the eas |
: llbr.we average but the excess reached over 2 degC in parts of the

north of the United Kingdom. Around Manchester and South-
mpto:;nfu:f:slt 970 ranks as the warmest June since records became

available in these localities in 1877 and 1901 respectively.

Away from the east coast the first 3 weeks were ya:m;r
average. During the second week temperatures in many inlan
:::semeﬁded ZQ%Cmin the south and 27°C in the north, while night
temperatures also remained above average. Although the last 10 days
were cooler in most districts, eastern areas were generally warm. Max-
ima recorded during the month included: 3 1.7°C at Maldon (Essex)

: | 0
. 30.6°C at Barr (Ayrshire) on the 11th; 28.9°Cata
mﬁhces in Wales on the 10th; 27.5°C at Banagher, Caugh

Hill (Co. Londonderry) on the 11th. |
Despite warm days during the first week there were a few
cold nights in some northern areas, and, later, ground frost occurred in
parts of Kent around the 15th. Temperatures were generally below av-
erage during the last 10 days (except in eastern areas) and ground frost
was reported in Northern Ireland on the 30th. Apart from upgnd
areas, minimum temperatures during the month mclpded: 0.0°C at
Strachan (Kincardineshire) on the [14th; 0.6°C at Kielder Castle (Nor-
thumberland) on the Sth; 1.7°C at Corwen (Merioneth) on the 5th

and 6th and at Woodburn North (Co. Antrim) on the 30th.

Rainfall — e areas of the country had below average
rainfall but the a.:lengeL\:?; substantially exceeded in a few localities
because of heavy local falls of rain in thunderstorms. At Pershore Col-
lege of Horticulture (Worcestershire) the months rainfall amounted to
394 per cent of average whereas at Stratford-on-Avon, about 25 miles

only 88 per cent of average was recorded. Despite thunder-
m many places had very little rain until the 23rd.

Noteworthy rainfall features ::.rf the r_nonth were associated
with thunderstorms and intense local rainfalls in some places contrib-
uted to ‘daily’ falls near to or in excess of 100 mm. All the fleavy fal{r:

in short periods of time given below are clm:ﬁe:_l as ‘very rare’;
:.?:m statistical frequency of occurrence at a particular place is

limited occasion in 160 years, or even less frequently. On the
= (;hl:lndcrstonns broke out in east Scotland and nearly 93 mm

Lﬁ:‘m fell in 117 minutes at Lossiemouth (Moray); a fall of such

intensity cted to occur, on average, at any one p{acc on oz_lly
| day in a‘::ult’eéﬁp;m (The June average rainfall at Lossiemouth is
5 ld:yﬁm.). On the 9th over 62 mm of rain were reported to have fallen in

45 minutes at Launceston (Cornwall). Thunderstorms occurred widely
in England and Wales on the 11th and 67 mm of rain fell in 25 minutes
at the Radar Research Establishment, Pershore. Other intense rainfalls
on the 11th occurred at Rawtenstall (Lancashire). Reading (Berkshire)
and London/Heathrow Airport where sudden flooding of the runways
resulted in the temporary closure of the airport. During violent thunder-
storms in the east Midlands and East Anglia on the 27th about 83 mm
of rain fell in 2 hours in Cambridge.

Thunder occurred on 20 days in England, on 14 days in Scot-
land, on 12 days in Wales and on 7 days in Northern Ireland; in some
areas the number of days with thunder reported was twice the average
for June. On the 11th, hailstones 20-22 mm in diameter fell at Ross-on-
Wye, Reading and Manchester. On the 27th large hailstones caused
great damage to crops and glasshouses at Fleckney, near Leicester, and
at Whittlesey, near Peterborough, where hailstones were described as
‘the size of golf balls’. According to the Farming Press more than 4000
acres of growing crops were devastated in the Isle of Ely and thousands
more acres were badly damaged causing severe financial loss to farmers
and growers. During the month four persons were reported killed by
lightning and others were injured.

Sunshine — Although parts of south-west England and east
Scotland recorded less sunshine than average, all other areas had above
average amounts. Among the most favoured areas was extreme north-
west Scotland where Stornoway (Hebrides) had its sunniest June since
records commenced in 1880. London Weather Centre had its highest
June sunshine total since records began in 1929. Apart from some
areas on the east coast, sunshine was abundant in many places during
the first 20 days. Although sunshine was less plentiful towards the end
of the month southern and eastern districts continued to have sunny
periods. '

Fog — From the 1st to 20th sea fog often affected eastern
coasts of England and Wales and sometimes extended well inland at
night, covering high ground. Isolated patches of morning fog formed
occasionally in southern areas during the month and fog covered hills
In western areas at times during the last week.

Miscellaneous Phenomena — On the 27th three waterspouts
were observed simultaneously in the Wash near Kings Lynn.
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