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Unusually Severe Frost. Very Dry. Dull in England.

During a great part of the month the distribution of pressure was wholly
or partly anticyclonic. Few depressions travers-d the British Isles or
their immediate vicinity, but in addition to those shown on map 2 there
were =ome very almllnw. ill-dﬂﬁn&l disturhn.m I‘h(llll.': tracks cannnt I)e
depicted. Until the 4th the conditions were cyclonic, but the depressions
bronght little precipitation, and were too shallow to cause strong winds. On
the 5th an anticyclone n to spread over Ireland from the Atlantic, and
this system proved the chief determining factor in the weather conditions
until the 16th, although on the 11th a shallow depression, track C, developed
over the northern part of the North Sea and moved away to Denmark.
During this period there was scarcely any rain or snow over England and
and little in Scotland, while the wind, very light to moderate, came
mainly from the Eastward in the south and from the Westward in the far
North of the Kingdom. By the 16th the core of the anticyclone had travelled
south-eastward to Ifaly, while a depression lay on the Atlantic off Ireland.
and the wind had become Southerly or South-Easterly amﬂn in the south-
east of England. The centre of the depression remained some distance
heyond I;ﬁmd until the 20th, the Southerly wind in the meantime
extending to the south-eastern counties of England. With the general and
decided rise of temperature due to the Sou y wind fog and mist became

idespread both inland and on the coast, while slight to moderate amounts
of rain were experienced in nearly all localities.

On the 19th the depression began to move eastward, and the first, and only,
heavy fall of rain during the month occurred. It was confined to Ireland,
Wales, and the south-west of England, the principal amounts being 33 mm. at
Mount Callan (Co. Clare), 31 mm. at Cahirciveen (Valencia Obs.), 30 mm. at
Armagh, 27 mm. at Belfast, 24 mm. at Birr Castle, and 29 mm at Haverford.

As the depression moved eastward there was more rain, rally much
m‘iﬁl"}', though an additional 22 mm. fell at Armagh, and mog::hma&mmm
I 2t and thie (Forfar.). On the same day there was a thunder-

Dundee .
storm in the south of Ireland. On the 23rd a shallow V-shaped de 1JM
- some rain in most of the Kingdom, and on the 2ith, with
3?: ds between South and West associated with a depression centred
. over the Icelundic region, rain was very general. By the end of the month an
anticyclone was extending over these Islands from the southward and the
wind was inclined to veer.
Temperature.—The severe weather which had been so persistent in
' January coninued with intensity during the early days of February,
_ reachingiits climax between the 2nd and Sth, when many localities in England
experienced a colder Il than at any time since February 1895,
On the dth, 6th, Tth readi below 26la were very
common in all of the Ki away from the coast.
" The lowest of all were 253a at Benson (Oxon) and 253-5a at
' Wellington (Shropshire) on the 6th. On the preceding day
' the thermometer fell to 256-5a at Benson, and on the 6th the
the same value was recorded at Ross-on-Wye, Gwernyfed
 axposed on the grass sank to 235a (0° F) at widely scattered
 stations— Warlingham (Surrey), - Canterbury, 8
| wmr)‘ Rhnyader-(mr‘! Buxton, and
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Broadford (Co. Clare).—* Hundreds of birds were killed by the great cold
and want of food.” Teubury.—* Evergreens such as yew, laurel, holly, and
Ivy ‘scorched’ by the frost. The river Tame, a fast running stream, frozen over
for several days ; this had not been known for many years.” Ross,—* Wye
frozen over on 6th, crowds of people skating on it on the 8th.” Dublin.—
" All exposed waters covered over with ice up to 4 inches thick.” Totland
Bay, February 11th.—* End of 22 consecutive night frosts.” February 18th.
—* End of 35 consecutive ground frosts.,” Hampstead, the northern heights
of London.—* The longest frost since February 1895. Skating on adjacent
pond lasted three weeks ; ice ten inches thick. Forty-one consecutive frosts
on the 16th ; 51 ground frosts on the 2drd.” Mungret (Co. Limerick),
February 18th.—* Last day of skating which lasted without a break for
33 days.” Sheepstor (Dartmoor).—* Frost lasted U1 days ; the severe period
was 5 weeks, longest severe record since 1855. Nearly all the furze is killed.”

In February, 1895, the cold was, except perhaps locally, more intense and
prolonged. The mean temperature was below 273a over practically the
whole of Great Britain except a narrow fringe of coast line, and below 271a
at many stations ; in central Ireland and also at Jersey it was below 273a.
The lowest readings reported were 246a at Braemar and 251a at Ketton Hall

(near Stamford).

Sea Temperature.—The temperature of the sea surface water
underwent a further decrease during the month and was generally below the
normal. It was, however, appreciably above that of the air except locally
off the south-east coasts. Coastal fogs were rather prevalent along the
eastern seaboard throughout ; on the western coasts several places had
visitations between the Tth and 11th, and after the 16th fog was general on
almost all parts of the coast. At Belper the mean temperature of the water
of the Derwent was 277°1a, and that of the air 273 7a.

Precipitation was less than the normal very generally. Over a very
large portion of the Kingdom it was less than 50 per cent. of the normal, in
several places below 3) per cent., and in some less than 25 per cent. Here
and there in the north-west of England, however, there was a slight excess.
At a large number of stations in England and at some in Ireland there was no
rain or snow during the chief anticyclonic period between the 5th and 15th,
while at some places the dry spell fiegan earlier und continued longer. At
Carrigallen (Co. Leitrim) the first measurement was on the 24th. At
Richmond (Kew Obs.) the height of the surface of the undergound
water above mean sea level dropped from 303 em. on the Ist to 260 cm.
on the 20th and 21st. The quantity of fresh snow was nowhere heavy,
but owing partly to the snow of the preceding month the ground was
covered from 9 to 12 days or more over a wide area in the east and north, as
well as in some more southern localities. At Little Massingham (Norfolk)
it did not disappear until the 18th, and at some stations i Durham and
Northumberland it ut.lgred till a few days later. Round about Princetown

Dartmoor) the ground was white till the 16th. The greatest accnmulated
epth reported on level ground was 45 em, at Bellingham (Northumberland)
on the 6th. During the first week there was a depth of 28 cm. at
Strathpeffer and moral, and in various parts of eastern and central
England the layer ranged from 9 to 16 cm.,

Air Pressure.—The mean isobars show that the distribution differed
widely from the normal. England and Ireland were covered by areas of
uniform high Eruaure while over Secotland and further north there was u
moderate gradient for ’Wuharly winds, and on the English Channel a rather
decided gradient for Easterly winds. Over the British Isles generally the
barometer was about 6 mb, above the February normal.

Bright Sunshine.—During the spell of colde-t weather clear skies

were prevalent, and in some mutgarn,-muﬂ:-“m and northern districts,

the total duration of sunshine for the whole month exceeded the normal.

In nearly all parts of l*..nglnnd, however, it was deficient, the mean loss per

day being 05 hour to | _

gmmhge of the normal was only 16, but at Jersey it was 117, at
oolacombe 128, Aberdeen 130, and at Haverfordwest 131,

Aurora was observed at Glasgow on the 4th, at Ampleforth on the 12th
and over a very large area no of latitude 54° on the 15th, Another

display was ¢ Stornoway on the 19th. Faint suroral lights were
also observed in some Scottish localities on the 14¢h and 2th,

our over large area. At Birmingham the
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