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M ainl.Y c;,clonic; cold earl.Y and late. 
An anticyclone moving southwards off the west of the British Isles 

dominated the weather during the first week but troughs of low pressure 
from the Atlantic moving eastwards across the country gave predomin­
antly cyclonic weather from the 7th until the 25th. The remainder of the 
month was mainly anticyclonic with high pressure to the north of the 
British Isles. 

The month began sunny and cold with scattered wintry showers in a 
northerly airstream. Many places in west and south-west England had 
more than 8 hours of sunshine during each of the first three days, and by 
the 3rd many north-east coastal areas were covered by 2 inches of snow. 
Westerly winds from the Atlantic brought milder weather to Scotland on 
the· 4th. 

After a generally sunny day on the 5th, mild south-west to west winds 
became established over most of the country on the 6th and persisted for 
about a week. The 6th and 7th were dull with widespread rain but the 8th 
was generally sunny although overnight rain was slow to clear south-east 
England. The 9th and rnth were particularly wet and stormy days; mon 
than 1 inch of rain was recorded at many places in the north-west and 
Midlands on the 9th and wind reached gale force locally in the south on 
the rnth. There were some sunny periods in the west and north on the nth 
but frontal rain from the Atlantic reached western districts that evening 
and continued throughout the night and for most of the next day. The 
persistent rain caused widespread flooding in Wales and the Lake District 
from the 1oth until the 13th. 

The 13th was another very wet and stormy day, an intense dWreSsion 
deepening considerably as it moved eastward across Scotland during the 
night; rainfall exceeded I inch in many districts, the heaviest fall being at 
Clatteringshaws, Kircudbright, where 2.24 inches was recorded, and wind 
reached 80 kt at Carlisle and Ronaldsway. As the depression reached the 
North Sea winds veered towards the north-west and weather became 
colder. Wintry showers spread to many areas on the 14th, high ground in 
the north becoming snow-covered; at Malham Tarn snow lay 2 inches 
deep. 

A showery day with local thunderstorms and with snow or sleet in the 
north, was followed on the 16th by a temporary return to milder weather 
and rain as the fronts of a deep depression near Iceland approached 
western districts. A day of squally showers and scattered thunderstorms 
followed with wind reaching gale force over most of the country; gusts of 
83 and 84 kt were recorded at Lizard and Valley respectively. 

On the 18th a polar depression off the west coast of Scotland brought 
rather frequent snow showers to western districts, but on the 19th showers 
were very scattered with long sunny periods and light variable winds. The 
next day a vigorous depression moved from south-west Ireland to the 
English Channel bringing heavy falls of snow to many districts; at 
Tredegar, South Wales, level snow lay 12 inches deep. The 21st was a 
generally cloudy day, the cloud thickening and lowering with the approach 
of a trough of low pressure from the west which brought further falls of 
snow that night; in parts of the Chilterns level snow lay 5 inches deep. 

The weather pattern changed on the 24th as winds became light and 
variable over the country. Fog developed in many districts that night and 
persisted for much of the 25th. The next day an easterly airstream associ­
att.d with a ridge of high presure extending from Scandinavia to west of 
the Shetlands cleared most of the fog and brought day temperatures again 
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b<.low nor:nal. By the 27th frost had become widespread and was moderat!· 
to severe, t.specially in northern districts, during the last iew days of th,• 
month. V.:eather during this time was particularly sunny in western 
districts in contrast with south-east England where it was generally dull 
-.vith scattered snow showers. 

Pressure and Wind - Mean pressure wast verywhere below thl' H121-
50 average, the deficit at 9 hr. ranging from 2.4 mb at Stornoway to 5.8 
at Gorleston. Surface winds, northerly at first, were mainly south-wtsterly 
on the 5th-17th, rather variable but moderate at times on the 18th-25th 
and easterly during the last six days of the month. Gales were widespread 
on the 13th and 17th. A gust of 94 kt was recorded at the high levt•l 
station of Great Dun Fdl (2780 ft) on the 14th. 

Temperature - Temperatures over the month were only a litfe below 
average in England and Wales, milder periods in the second and third 
weeks being offset by cold spells at the beginning and rnd of the month. 
The warmest days were around the nth and the coldest nights in England 
and Waks around the 3rd / 4th; in Scotland night temperatures were below 
the average during the second half of the month, the coldest night being 
the 31st. 

Extremes included: (England and Wales) 14.4 °C at Wye on the 5th, 
-12.2°C at Hougball on the 3oth; (Scotland) 13.3°C at Stirling on the
roth, - 14.4 °Cat Camps Reservoir on the 3oth; (Northern Ireland) 12.8°C
at Tollymore Park on the 7th, -7.2°C at several places on the 29th and
3oth.

Rainfall - In Scotland rainfall amounts were generally around 
average but there were local excesses especially near the north-east coasts. 
In England and Wales rainfall was below average over the East Riding 
of Yorkshire, over part of Lincolnshire, over most of East Anglia and 
ovtr the South Midlands and south-east England, apart from south coast 
districts in Sussex and Krnt. It was .50 per cent above the average 
locally in North Wales and the Northern Pennines. 

Snow or sleet fell at one place or another every day in Scotland. In 
England and Wales there was some snow in northern and eastern districts 
during the first four days of the month, but the main falls occurred around 
the 19th-22nd and 26th-28th. Snow was 3-6 inches deep in many parts of 
the Midlands around the 22nd, and in northern England around the 28th. 

Thunder was beard on II days in Scotland and on the 14th-19th and 
21st (7 days) in England and Wales. Thunderstorms were widespread on 
the 17th. 

Sunshine - It was an unusually sunny month, sunshine amount� 
being considerably above the average in most places, they were mor�· 
than 190 per cent of the average at Onich and Helensburg in Scotland, 
and at Ambleside and Huddersfield further rnuth; parts of the London 
area had more than twice the average sunshine. At Paisley it was tht· 
sunniest January since 1895. 

Fog - In Scotland fog was observed at 9 hr at one place or another 
on 20 days, and in England and Wales on the 2nd-8th, 10th, 15th, 16th, 
18th-22nd and 24th-3oth (22 days). It persisted in many areas throughout 
the 25th. 

Miscellaneous Phenomena - The aurora was visible in Scotland on 
4 nights. 
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