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Mostly cold and snowy, but 


A depression crossing southern districts on the Ist 

was succeeded by a ridge of high pressure, while a 

deepening depression affected the far north. Fronts 

approaching from the Atlantic then became almost 

stationary over south-western Britain as an anticyclone 

from 	 Scotland Low Countriesmoved north-west to the 

5th 6th. A depressionon the and crossed southern 

areas on the 7th, but a ridge from another anticyclone 

to the north then extended south-eastwards over the 

North Sea, 	 further fronts becamewhile slow-moving 

over south-western districts. The ridge receded north-

frontalwards, allowing systems to affect southern 

A flowareas. strong east to north-easterly was main-

tained as pressure rose to the north and north-east on 
15th.the 

The Scandinavian anticyclone intensified, but began 

to move away eastwards on the 17th. Atlantic fronts 

into Britain 18thmoved slowly western on the and a 

cold front crossed all areas on the 22nd. A develop-

ing anticyclone to the southwest of the British Isles 

driftedthen north-eastwards and pressure reached 1045 

mb over the south Midlands on the 25th. This is the 

highest mean-sea-level pressure recorded in England 

December 1970. Thesince anticyclone then moved 

away south-eastwards and fronts from the north-west 

crossed all areas. 

Weather 

This was another cold month, although it became 

during Snowfallmilder the last week. was prolonged 
heavy in some districts, inand particularly eastern 

England. The fresh snow added to the depths which 
had already accumulated over high ground in January. 

Considerable drifting occurred in the strong easterly 
duringwinds which persisted the middle part of the 

month, and the inclement weather caused severe hard-

loss life. Manyship and some of northern areas were 

much drier than usual, however, and it was quite 

in Scotland. Freezing fogsunny was occasionally 

and hill fog formed extensively at times inreported, 

England Wales.and 

Wind 

Winds were fresh or strong in the north and west 

at the beginning of the month and gales occurred in 

the for north of Scotland on the 3rd. Wind directions 

were variable at first, but then became mainly south-

easterly until the 7th. Fresh or strong east to north-

between 8th the 16th,east winds prevailed 	 the and 

in 	 highwith gales some coastal areas and over ground. 

Directions became south-easterly again during the 

third week, but were mostly between south-west and 

21st. Galesnorth-west after the occasionally affected 

exposed places in the north during the second half 

of the month and winds freshened in western and 

districts the 27th.onsouthern 

Temperature 

Monthly mean temperatures were below average 

departures from betweeneverywhere, with the normal 

2 3 °C England Wales, andand over most of and also 

Scotland. Meanin parts of central and south-west 
1 2 belowvalues were mainly between and °C 	 average 

elsewhere. 

Although it was occasionally mild in south-west 

England the Channel Islands, most areas were coldand 
Thereuntil the early part of the third week. were 

some very cold nights in the north, the temperature 
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later.milder 
oC 	 depths in East Anglia,falling to at Lagganlia in the Scottish High- were mostly recorded 	 where"16.4 

depths between 20 	 30lands the of the 8th/9th, and it undritted of 	 and cm wereon night was very 
Fellscold generally around mid-month, with temperatures measured at several places around mid-month. 	 of 

remaining below 0 oC all day in many parts on the snow or sleet became less frequent after the 18th, 


28th. Snow
15th. Northern and western coastal districts gradually occurring mainly on the 22nd and the 

became milder, and on the 20th Poolewe and Diabaig, lay throughout the month over high ground in northern 

both in north-western Scotland, recorded maxima of areas and also in the Peak District and North Wales, 

12.9 	 and 12.5 oC respectively. Daytime temperatures but in general the snow-line receded slightly during the 

21st, but it last 10 days.were mostly near the normal after the was 

cold along the east coast of England and night frosts 
Sunshine 

in inlandcontinued to occur areas. 
With the exception of the eastern coastal strip 

from Fraserburgh
Rainfall southwards, this was a sunny month 


in Scotland, 130
with totals exceeding 	 per cent of the 
Rainfall totals ranged from over 200 	 per cent of 

average in the Outer Hebrides and 	 in parts of the 
average in parts of south-west England to less than 10 

Highland Region. Sunshine 	 inwas also above average 
per cent of the normal in places along the coast of 

England, 	 Midlands,north-western the north and 	 west 
Scotland. Monthlyeastern totals were 	 generally above North Wales and in parts of Northern Ireland. Most 

line from Humbersideaverage east and south of a 	 to 
remaining areas had less than their normal sunshine for 

Dorset, and also in the Channel Islands, the Isles of 65the month and only about per cent of the average
Scilly, Cornwall, south Devon and in parts of Pem-

was recorded in Kent and in parts 	 of East Anglia. 
brokeshire. Rainfall 	 well below average in mostwas Sunny intervals 	 inoccurred 	 northern and some 

less half 	 fell inother areas and than the 	 normal 
western districts from time to time 	 throughout the 

Englandnorthernmost 	 countries of and over most of 
month, but it was often dull in southern and eastern 

Northern Ireland and Scotland. Many 	 eastern parts of England during firstthe three 	 weeks. 
Scotland had less than 25 per cent of the average, and 

Arbroath (Tayside), 2at 	 the total of mm was the Fog 
lowest 	 in Februaryrecorded there any month since 

Hill fog formed from time 	 to timeextensively 	 over1934. Much of the month's precipitation was of a 
England Wales 20th. 	 Occurrencesand until the 	 of 

wintry nature, although heavy rain fell at times and 
overnight fog 	 on lower ground were less frequent, butisolated thunderstorms occurred during the last week. 
fog developed widely over the Midlands and parts of 

Snow eastern England on the 6th, when freezing fog per-
in Overnight fogsisted until the afternoon 	 places.Wintry 	 inshowers or periods of snow occurred 

patches also formed over low ground 	 in southern and17th. The 	 heavymost areas until about the 	 snow was 
England between 19th 	 22nd,central 	 the and the and 

at times, particularly in the Northern Isles at the 
by fog,south-eastern 	 counties were affected whichbeginning of 	 the month, in south-west England and 

in 	 26th. Coastal fogwas slow to clear places, on theSouth Wales 	 on the 9th/10th in districtsand many 
occasionally developed during the first half of thebetween the 14th and the 16th. Snowfall was pro-
month, and both hill and coastal fog were sometimeslonged during the last of these periods, the heaviest 
associated with precipitation.falls occurring from the Borders southwards to the 

Midlands. Accumulated depths in levelnorth 	 snow 
MiscNlanaous 	 phemm. na 

exceeded 50 	 cm over the Pennines, but the strong 

deep drifts. At lower levels the greatest None reported.winds caused 

Table 1 District values 
0C meanm 

air temperature 30-cm rain-	 sun-
rainfalldaysearth 	 shine

District 	 max. min. meanHighest Lowest temp 

Max* Min * 
difference from average 	 % of average 

0 Scotland N 12.0 	 51 127-9.2 -1.7 -1.6 -1-7 -1.6 -6 
2110.3 	 1111 Scotland E 	 -15.1 -2.1 -1.6 -1.9 -1.5 -7 

2 England E& NE 8.2 	 101 84-6.5 -2.8 -1.7 -2.2 -1-7 -2 

3 East Anglia 8.6 137 74-6.5 -3.1 -1.6 -2.3 -1.7 -2 

4 Midland Counties 10.1 107 98-6.7 -3.2 --2.1 -2.6 -1.9 -1 
5 England SE & Central S 10.1 114 71-6.4 -2.5 -1.8 -2.1 -1.7 -1 
6 Scotland W 10.5 37 121-11.0 -1.9 -1.8 -1.9 -1.9 -6 

7 England NW & Wales N 10.1 55 106-8.3 -2.6 -1.7 -2.1 -1.8 -5 
8 England SW & Wales S 11.6 0 120 85-7.0 -2.4 -2.0 -2.2 -1.7 

N Ireland 10.2 38 103-6.7 -2.0 -1.4 -1.7 -1.7 -6 
12.0 	 36 120Scotland -15.1 -1.9 -1.7 -1.8 -1.7 -6 

England & Wales 11.6 2.3 106 86-8.3 -2.8 -1.8 - -1.7 -2 


'Highest and lowest minimum of District Value Stations
maximum 

Additional to Monday Parts, Annual Volume of the Weather Raponeach 
Ywoduaton Summary for the Year.includes an expl. 	 iaory aw a 


