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Weather was cyclonic in character for most of the month.

The month began with a ridge of high pressure near Iceland, and
cold east to north-east winds on its southern flank persisted over England
and Wales for about four days. Weather was dull in the south, east and
Midlands with rain sleet or snow at times; amounts generally were not
large although some of the higher ground in the extreme south-east became
snow-covered. In Scotland and north-west England, however, weather
was less cold with long sunny periods.

On the sth, as a ridge of high pressure moved slowly south across the
British Isles, winds backed and light northerlies brought the brighter
milder weather to all districts. The 6th and 7th were dry sunny days with
temperature a little above average, but rain, associated with a small
depression a the west of Scotland, spread over western and
northern districts on the 8th and gth.

After a day of scattered showers on the roth, frontal rain from the
Atlantic reached western areas on the 1rth spreading over the whole
country during the night and persisting for much of the next day. The
rain was followed on the 13th and 14th by good sunny periods in a
showery westerly airstream.

The weather pattern changed on the 1s5th as low pressure near
Iceland was transferred southwards and fronts from the Atlantic brought
rain to all districts. The next day a depression became established to the
south-west of the British Isles and a trough in its circulation moved north-
wards from France bringing thunderstorms and outbreaks of heavy rain to
east and south-east England. Warm southerly winds with occasional rain
continued on the 17th and 18th, afternoon temperatures reaching 19°C

locally on the 18th.

Rain, associated with a depression from France which had moved
northwards to south-east England on the night of the 18th, spread over the
remainder of the country, except the extreme south-west, on the 1gth.
Winds veered towards the west and afternoon temperatures at mcst places
in the cooler airstream were at least 5°C lower than the previous day. As
the area of low which now covered the British Isles slowly
declined during the next four days (2oth-23rd)) sunny intervals were
broken by showers and periods of rain and there were scattered thunder-
storms in the east and Midlands.

A developing ridge of high pressure moving east across the country
gave a mainly dry, sunny day on the 24th but troughs from the Atlantic
brought rain to all areas the next day. Meaawhile an anticyclone became
established over Germany and the next two days were the warmest of the
month as it extended its influence westwards—afternoon temperatures
exceeded 21°C in many eastern and midland districts on the 27th.

Rain from the Atlantic spread to all areas during the afternoon and

ing of the 27th, becoming heavy at times in the early hours of the
28th with widespread thundery rain and renewed thunderstorms in east
and south-east England later in the day. The month ended with two
sunny days with occasional showers in an unstable westerly airstream.
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Cloudy and rather wet.

Pressure and Wind — Mean pressure was below the average except
in the extreme south-east of the country, the deviation at o9 hr ranging
from —2.1 mb at Tiree to +0.3 mb at Shoeburyness. Surface winds were
between east and north-east at first becoming mainly northerly on the
5th-7th and between west and south-west during most of the remainder of
the month, apart from rather variable winds on the z2oth-22nd and inter-
ludes of southerlies on the 15th-18th and 26th-27th. Wind reached gale
force in Scotland on eight days and in England and Wales on the 2nd-4th,
7th, oth, 14th, 15th, 17th, 20th-22nd and 27th-29th (fourteen days). Gusts
of 54 kt were recorded at Prestwick, the Lizard and Benbecula on the
14th, 17th and 19th respectively.

Temperature — The first four days of the month were cold especially
in south-east England where London had its coldest spell of April weather
since 1911. However, there were warm intervals at the beginning of the
third week and towards the end of the month.

Extremes included: (England and Wales) 22.2°C at Gillingham,
Kent, on the 27th, —6.7°C at Alwen on the 7th; (Scotland) 18.9°C at
Sourhope and at Mertoun on the 27th, —6.7°C at Cairngorm on tae 1st;
(Northern Ireland) 17.6°C at Ballykelly on the 25th, —3.9°C at Barons-
court Forest on the sth,

Rainfall—The number of days of rain was above average in nearly all
districts, but amounts were near average except in parts of west Scotland
and south-east England, where values reached 150 per cent of the
average, and in parts of eastern Scotland and south-west England where
only 75 per cent of the average was recorded. Glasgow had its wettest
April since 1947 and Tiree its wettest since 1949,

Thunder was heard in Scotland on eight days mainly during the
second half of the month. In England and Wales it was reported on the
15th-17th, 2oth-23rd, 26th, 28th and 29th (ten days). Thunderstorms were
fairly widespread in east and south-east England on the 16th, 22nd and
23rd.

Snow or sleet was reported from one place or another in Scotland on
the 1st-4th, 6th, and 12th-15th (nine days) ground being snow-covered at
09 h in some places on the 13th and 14th. In England and Wales it
occurred during the first four days of the month and was-widespread on
the 3rd and 4th.

Sunshine — It was a cloudy month in all areas, most places having
between 70 and go per cent of their average amount of sunshine. Watnall

reported as little as 57 per cent but Aberystwyth and Gordon Castle
recorded 100 per cent.

Fog — Fog was observed at og hr at one place or another in Scotland
on fourteen days mainly during the second half of the month. In England
and Wales it was rarely widespread but was reported on the 1st-4th, 6th,
8th, 1rth, rzth, r6th-roth, 22nd-25th and 26th-28th (twenty days).

Miscellaneous Phenomena — The aurora was visible on nine nights
in Scotland.
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